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Pastor’s Page 

New Look Contemporary Service - In the spirit of being made new in Christ, we 

wanted to give you all a little heads up that starting in October, we will be trying 

some new things for our 10am contemporary service. In addition to Jo Ann's 

leadership, we're bringing in Adam Trampe as a volunteer to help lead the 

Praise Band. You may notice less liturgy and a bit more music. We might turn the 

volume up some and spend more time passing the peace. Some things you 

might like, and some things you might not like, but we ask that you be patient 

and give it a try. Thanks! Pr. Paul  

Please join us with music for worship!  Are you interested in 

singing in a traditional choir, or playing in a bell choir for 

the Christmas season?  Or would you like to join the Praise 

Band/Choir, or perform something for special music? 

Please contact Jo Ann, leave her a message at church, or stop by the piano 

after a church service.  Thank You!    

Trinity Tidings 

October 2026 

Pastor Paul Cannon 
 

Invite, Love, Serve, Belong 

Living Life Abundantly 
 

Back in the spring, we started some listening sessions.  Many of you sat down 

with members from the Mission/Vision team to talk about your life, your gifts,   

interests, and passions, and of course, your love for Trinity.   
 

Through these conversations, we were trying to get a clearer picture of what 

God was calling Trinity Lutheran to do and be in the future.  Those                          

conversations told us a lot!  Within the group, we shared the themes that came 

out of those talks, which helped us form a picture of what you value most.   
 

From those conversations it was clear you all valued things like “Radical            

hospitality and invitation”, “Faith formation”, “Caring for our members”, “Serving 

our community”, “Inclusive Worship”, “Connection to God” and so much more.   

It was clear that church gave you a sense of purpose and identity.  You all were 

expressing how the church shepherds us to abundant life in Christ (John 10:10).   
 

From there, we were able to group those values into four distinct categories:  

Invite, Love, Serve, & Belong.   

We are called to “Invite” because Jesus first invited us. 

We are called to “Love” because Jesus first loved us.   

We are called to “Serve” because Jesus first served us. 

We are called to “Belong” in Christ, we belong to one another.   

Through invitation, love, service, and belonging you all expressed the                

abundance of God’s goodness that has been poured out on you and this 

church.   
 

From there, our mission statement became clear.  The mission of Trinity is “To 

shepherd people to abundant life in Christ, through inviting, loving, serving and 

belonging.”  
 

During the month of October, every Sunday we’ll be talking about a piece of 

the statement in church, and we want to get your feedback on how those     

values have shaped your life and faith.  Then in February at the annual meeting, 

the congregation will have an opportunity to vote on it as our new Mission   

Statement for Trinity.  I hope you can join us in the process! 



 

Children & Youth Ministry News 

EDGE High School Ministry 

EDGE welcomed new and old students back this fall! September was full of getting to know each other,  

packing Viking Vittles, playing games, and planning for our group to attend the National ELCA Youth                       

Gathering in Minneapolis in summer 2027. In October, we will have our first NB Breakfast Club, fall bonfire,          

host coffee hour, and help with the Sunday School Fall Party. It is always a fun month of fall! 
  

October 4 - EDGE Serves Coffee Hour 

October 7 - NB Breakfast Club, 7:00-7:30 a.m. 

October 7 - Pizza Night 6:00-6:30 p.m., Connected + Safe Presentation for 

EDGE and Confirmation students and families 6:30-7:30 p.m. (see flier insert) 

October 14 - NO EDGE - MEA Break 

October 21 - EDGE Bonfire offsite 6:30-7:30 p.m. 

October 25 - EDGE hands out candy at the Sunday School Treat Trail 9:00 a.m. 

October 28 - EDGE 6:30-7:30 p.m. 

Family Sunday School/Children's Ministry 

We are so excited to be back together again for a new school year with the them "Jesus loves you smore than 

you know!" We welcomed back new families and returning families alike with our kickoff and service projects 

packing 26 care kits for the care closet at the North Branch Area Middle School, helping with Viking Vittles 

packing, coloring Giving Tree tags, and planting tulip bulbs outside Trinity. We are looking forward to our fall 

party on Sunday, October 25, from 9:00-9:45 a.m. with games, crafts, and our treat trail. Families are invited to 

wear their best family-friendly costumes on this day. Students will sing in church at 10:00 a.m. worship that   

same day. 
 

October 4 - Family Sunday School 9:00-9:45 a.m. 

October 11 - Family Sunday School 9:00-9:45 a.m.  

October 18 - No Sunday School – MEA Break 

October 25- Fall Family Party 9:00-9:45 a.m. Students sing at 10:00 a.m. service. 
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North Branch Breakfast Club - North Branch Breakfast Club - Our first NB Breakfast Club kicks off 

for this school year on Wednesday, October 7, from 7:00-7:30 a.m. before school in the                         

Fellowship Hall at Trinity. Breakfast Club is for all 9-12 grade high school students. Join us for a 

full breakfast, friends, fun, and an encouraging Word before school! To donate towards the cost 

of these meals please note "Breakfast Club" on your donation or donate online. Thank you! 

Faith Friends - October 7 

Our first Faith Friends for this school year will meet on Wednesday, October 7, from 5:30-6:00 p.m. Join us in the 

Sunday School rooms for our seasonal Bible verse, craft, and activity. Everyone is invited to join for TLC Pizza 

Night from 6:00-6:30 p.m. TLC Pizza Night serves Domino’s Pizza, salad, lemonade, cookies/bars, and water. 

(Donations appreciated.) Registration forms are available in the narthex or online here: https://forms.gle/

wkCqKKauB1KDXjc38 Contact Courtney with any questions. 

Connected and Safe Presentation: Navigating Teen Relationships Today (please see flyer insert) Wednesday, 

October 7, from 6:30-7:30 p.m. at Trinity Lutheran in the sanctuary. Students in grades 6-12 and their families will 

learn to recognize healthy and unhealthy relationship patterns and practice having proactive conversations 

that promote safe, supportive development. Our presenter will be Stephanie Page, Executive Director and  

Co-Founder of Stories Foundation, a nonprofit organization dedicated to engaging communities to fight     

human trafficking through awareness, prevention, and survivor support. All are welcome to attend this free 

event at 6:30 p.m. in addition to Pizza Night beforehand from 6:00-6:30 p.m. 

Minneapolis National ELCA Youth Gathering Envelope Wall Fundraiser – The Trinity youth are excited to be               

attending the 2027 ELCA National Youth Gathering in Minneapolis next summer! If you would like to help fund 

this trip, please check out the Envelope Wall Fundraiser posterboard in the narthex with donation envelopes 

ranging from $20 – $100.  Please pick an envelope, fill it with the amount listed, and return it to the Trinity office. 

You can also complete the enclosed slip inside the envelope to receive a postcard from our youth that will be 

traveling to Minneapolis as a special thank you. We appreciate your prayers and support of our youth group 

at Trinity! 



 

Gifts Given to the Glory of God 
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Trinity’s Outreach Committee reminds the congregation that Outreach includes giving to our members, 

friends and families. We want to reach those in need right in our church home and will provide confidential 

gifts to all in need. Please contact Julie or Martha Arnold at marthaarnold@me.com your requests. 

 

Our Little Free Libraries are in need of books for all ages. Donations 

can be placed in the bin inside Door 12. Thank you! 

Holy Hotdish Bible Study - "Colossians: Rooted in Him" 

Our next gathering will be Sunday, October 4, from 6:00-7:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall at Trinity. This is a Bible 

study for women of all ages and is for beginners and experienced Bible readers alike. We begin with supper, 

refreshments, and fellowship, followed by Colossians Bible study, discussion, and prayer. We will continue to 

gather one Sunday each month throughout the school year. Dates are as follows: November 1, December 6, 

January 3, February 7, March 7, and April 4. Come when you can, leave when you must. Contact Marie with 

questions and to receive a study guide. 

Thee Alliance in memory of Ted Nemetz from Tom & Candi Hals 

Meals that Matter Dinner Program 

The Path to Home program has transitioned to a new facility in Cambridge. Guests are now housed and fed in 

the new building. The role of the Churches that support the program has changed. Our opportunity to support 

this program moving forward is the “Meals that Matter Dinner Program.” 

Meals That Matter is our opportunity to provide the Path guests with an evening meal. Trinity has committed to 

providing support two weeks a year. Our first week begins November 16th –and runs through November 22.  

Dinner is served Monday through Sunday at 6:00.  A team of 3 to 5 volunteers is ideal for preparing, serving, 

and cleaning up the meal. 

The new kitchen is a licensed Minnesota commercial kitchen. We will need to follow the Minnesota regulations 

for food preparation, but don’t be intimidated by the new rules. The kitchen is a beautiful space for food 

preparation that is well laid out and well stocked. Path staff are available for training and support at all times. 

Other options for providing meals not prepare on site are; prepared at another licensed commercial kitchen, 

catered by a licensed food provider, or purchased ready to serve from a grocery store or restaurant. 

Please join us to provide this critical support to the families in the Path to home Program. A sign-up sheet and 

additional information will be available in the Narthex. Guests are required to sign in, so you will know how 

many to cook for. While funds are available our Path Program account, we can reimburse you for ingredients 

if receipts are submitted to the church office. If you have any questions, feel free to contact Kris Johnson at 

651-295-6143 or Jeff Johnson at 612-718-0143. 

It’s time to do a new                    

directory and form a        

committee for our 140th 

anniversary, which is next 

year. Please let Julie in the 

office know if you have 

any interest In helping.  

Thank you! 

Fall Clean Up Days at Trinity 

9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.                                     

Saturday October 17 & 31 

Inside and outside, please bring your 

own outside lawn equipment.  

A New Member Class will be held 

Sunday, October 4 at 11:00 a.m., 

with the receiving of new members 

at our 8:00 & 10:00  a.m. services on 

Sunday, October 11. See Julie or 

Pastor Paul with questions or to sign 

up to attend.   



 

Are you receiving the Tidings by e-mail 

and by regular mail?  

To reduce our expenses and receive 
 only the email version, contact Julie at  

 office@trinitynorthbranch.org 

To submit a prayer chain prayer request or                     
to be added to the email recipient list, please 

call the office or email                                                 
office@trinitynorthbranch.org 

Like Trinity Lutheran Church on      

facebook, and comment on our 

posts! Worship videos are posted 

each Sunday! 

Join us for Coffee Hour and                 
Fellowship following the first 

service each week. It’s a                  
great opportunity to meet new 

friends! Hosts are needed    
November 29.  

Sign up on the bulletin board 
to help out.     
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Our weekly worship will be available 
each Sunday live on our YouTube 

channel, and about 90 minutes later 
on our facebook page. Links can be 

found on our website.   

“Christ in Our Home” daily devotionals for October, November, December are in the Narthex.                                                        

Large and regular print books are available. If you’d like a copy, email jmorgan@trinitynorthbranch.org or                                                                       

leave a message for Julie at 651-674-7047 to pickup.   

Fare for All  
3:00-5:00 p.m. Wednesday, October 21.  

Fare for All is open to everyone!  The more 

who shop the better the buying power of the  

organization. www.fareforall.org 

Serving for the month  
of  October 

Judy Weiss & Karin Perrault 

 

To sponsor altar flowers, 
please sign up on the                   

calendar near the church                
office, and bring a plant or an 
arrangement of fresh flowers 

prior to the first service                  
that day.  

See Julie with questions. 

Please email articles for the   

September Trinity  Tidings to   

office @trinitynorthbranch.org  

by  October 16 Thank you! 

                          We are looking for volunteers to 
help out as ushers, greeters  and 

communion assistants at our          
worship services.  Training is                
available if desired. If you are           

interested in helping out in this 
way please sign up in the               

narthex, or talk with Julie or Dani.                            
Thank  you! 

Trinity’s grocery shelf has seen continued use.         
Non-perishable or personal care items, may be 

placed on the shelf.  We have a freezer available 
as well. We have multiple requests for gas cards.  
If you’d like to make a monetary donation, note 

“Grocery Shelf “ or “Gas Cards” on your donation 
and we will do the shopping for you. Thank you 

for supporting our community in this way!  

 

Our Women’s Bible Study meets 
at 9:00 a.m. Thursday mornings 

in our Genesis Room.                        
All are welcome! 

The Outreach Committee meets the second  
Tuesday of the month at 9 a.m. in the Genesis 

Room. Many exciting projects are being planned 
for the next few months.  

Come and join us October 13.  

  Martha Arnold, Chair person. 

Greeting cards are sent periodically to our homebound  
members. If you are not receiving cards from Trinity and 
would like to be added to the mailing list, please call the                

office at 651-674-7047 and we will add you!   
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See our website www.trinitynorthbranch.org to 
give electronically on a one-time or recurring 

basis. Select the date and frequency (one time, 
weekly or monthly) and designate the amount 

and fund (Unified, Building, Viking Vittles,       
Memorial or Other.)  Changes can easily be 

made at any time. 

Offering can also be mailed to                          
Trinity Lutheran Church, PO Box 447,                 
North Branch, MN 55056. Thank you! 

 Contributions reminder: If mailing in your contribution or using online bill pay, please include P.O. Box 447 in the 
mailing address. Also, please mark your contribution so the monies are directed to the appropriate fund. Thank you!  

https://trinitynorthbranch.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c23091e67b10aa79afc4e1d7c&id=4454d24ed0&e=47e6c68b2f
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Date      In person       Online 
 
 
8/9  9a        109  175 
 
8/16  9a         85       181 
  
8/23   9a        105      246 
 
8/30  9a        133      217  

Attendance & Views 

Music at Trinity– We invite anyone interested in singing, or playing drums, guitar or other     

instruments to join our Praise Team. We practice in the sanctuary on Wednesdays from 

5:30-6:30 p.m., to sing and play as your schedules allow during the Sunday services. Please 

contact Jo Ann Dolezalek with any questions—at the piano on Sunday, leave a message     

in the church office, or email jdolezalek@trinitynorthbranch.org.  

Worship Director Position Opening 

Our Worship Director works to help Trinity Lutheran attain its worship vision which is  “to be a 

place known for feeding people’s souls through excellence in the shared word and music.” 

This position plays a key role in making worship an uplifting, inspiring and meaningful                       

experience. This position is 20 hours per week. The full job description can be found on our 

website www.trinitynorthbranch.org.                                                               

Trinity has some new staff members! This month we introduce Molly Whelan, our Media 

Tech, and Dave Cernius, our Assistant Custodian.  

I am Trinity’s new Assistant Custodian. I am a retired master carpenter, 

with over 50 years in the field. I have lived in North Branch over 20 

years, and am a recent widower. I enjoy playing my guitars, fishing, 

cooking, and spoiling my rescue cat, Mooch.  Dave Cernius.   

I am so excited to be working at Trinity Lutheran Church, where I have 

been fortunate to be a member for several years. I live a short walk 

away with my wonderful partner and two amazing children, ages 2 and 

7. I love to use my creativity and problem-solving skills to help guide us all through worship. 

In my free time, I love to walk, read, volunteer, cook and most importantly spend time with 

my family. Stop by the booth to say hi! Molly Whelan 

Some of the friendly folks who help prep  

and serve at our  

Senior Socials! 

Oue September Senior Social had a western theme. One of the dishes 

served was a corn casserole, and we were asked to share the recipe in the 

Tidings. 

Escalloped Corn 

4 Tbsp butter 4 Tbsp flour 1 cup milk Pepper     

2 tsp sugar 1 cup diced American cheese  4 eggs  salt  

4 cups cut, uncooked corn OR 3 cans whole kernel corn plus one can 

creamed corn 

Melt butter, add flour and blend. Add milk and heat to boiling, stirring         

constantly. Cook 2 minutes longer. Add corn, salt, sugar, pepper and 

cheese. Beat eggs and fold into corn mixture. Pour into a greased 2 qt              

casserole or two 8x8” pans. Bake at 350º for one hour. Stir once while baking.  

Originally published in the silver Almelund church cookbook. 
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