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May 2023 

 

Pastor’s Page 
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors 
of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, 
Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” After he 

said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples                    
rejoiced when they saw the Lord.  John 20:19-20 

 

How easy it is to try to lock ourselves away from all the changes and      
challenges going on around us. Jesus disciples thought this strategy—
playing it safe behind locked doors—would give them a little breathing 
room until they could figure things out, arrive at a new plan for the                 
future. 
 

And then came Jesus! 
 

Jesus presence, and his blessing of peace, turn his follower’s fear into joy. 
These men, locked in a room for fear of the religious authorities, had                 
denied and deserted Jesus when he needed them most. But there is no 
judgment in Jesus’ presence, no condemnation with his words, no guilt 
and no shame. There is only “peace be with you”.   
 

And this is my prayer for each of you: 
 

May you know, really know deep down inside, this wonderful peace that 
Jesus offers all his faulty and frail followers. And may that peace fill you 
with joy as the future unfolds before you. Amen. 
 

Blessings, 
Pastor Greg 

On behalf of the Call Committee, we would 
like to thank you all for your continued               
support and prayers during this Call Process. 

 As a committee we are pleased to                       
announce that Pastor Paul Cannon has                                
accepted the call to Trinity and will start 
June 19th. Pastor Paul comes to us from 
Bethany Lutheran Church in Crystal Lake, IL 

where he has been living with his wife and three young children. 
Pastor Paul has a very strong background in youth ministry, as well 
as a large passion for pastoral care. He is very excited to help us 
grow and build upon the foundation that we have. We hope that 
you all will help us welcome Pastor Paul and support him as he                  
settles into this new role. 

There is a special appeal underway to cover the costs of moving 
Pastor Cannon, which are estimated to be about $7000.00 . If you’d 
like to contribute, please note “Moving Fund” on the memo line of 
your check or offering envelope.       



 

Children & Youth Ministry News 

Thank you to everyone that supported our Palm Sunday Brunch in April! We appreciate your generosity and 

kindness! EDGE will be serving coffee hour, packing Viking Vittles, and wrapping up our weekly meetings this 

month with an end of year celebration. We will have 8th grade confirmands join us for fun and fellowship the 

week before they are confirmed. We have three EDGE seniors who will be graduating this year and we're so 

proud of them and at the same time I am tearful just thinking about their time with our group nearing the end. 

They are the first group that I have been blessed to know and serve alongside from 9th grade until their senior 

year. God has given them many gifts and they have wholeheartedly served in so many areas of the life at  

Trinity, including, Sunday School helpers, nursery workers, VBS helpers, coffee hour, soup lunch, Palm Sunday 

brunch, Viking Vittles packing, FMSC, holiday giving tree, mission trips, and more. They have always blown me 

away with their respectfulness, kindness, and compassion and I know they will continue to bless the world and 

all those who know them. May God bless the Class of 2023!  
   

May 3 - EDGE 6:30-7:30 p.m.            May 17 - EDGE - Last day celebration  

May 7 - EDGE serves coffee hour    May 21 - Senior Recognition - EDGE serves coffee hour   

May 10 - EDGE 6:30-7:30 P.M.          June 14, 21, 28 - Summer in the Son/VBS  
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Children’s Ministry  

Thank you to our teacher leadership team (Samantha, Megan, Kaia, Abby, Courtney, Sarah, and Marie) for 
helping with our Sunday School program this year! We are grateful for your time brainstorming and helping 
lead our program! Our Sunday School year will wrap on Sunday, May 14, with our end 
of year party and singing at 10:00 worship. It has been a wonderful year of fun, faith, 
service projects, and special memories together! We pray you always remember that 
God loves you no matter what. We hope to see you at VBS this summer!  
   
May 7 - Family Style Sunday School 9:00-9:45 a.m.  
May 14 - Family Style Sunday School 9:00-9:45, singing at 10:00 worship,                        
    5th Grade Recognition, Thank You to Sarah!  

Confirmation will take place as part of our 10:00 am worship on Sunday, May 7.  

All are welcome! 

 

Thank you to the many parent volunteers who helped out in many ways this year!  

Class of 2023 Senior Recognition at Trinity - We would like to invite you to join us for 

Senior Recognition on Sunday, May 21, at the 10:00 a.m. service where we will have 

a blessing for the Class of 2023 and share the video slideshow. A reception will take 

place before the service during coffee hour from 9:00-10:00 a.m. with cupcakes 

and refreshments in the Fellowship Hall. Informational letters were mailed out and 

emailed to senior parents so please reach out to Marie if you did not receive one.  

Baccalaureate Service for the Class of 2023 - Wednesday, June 7, at 7:00 p.m. 

at the North Branch Area High School Auditorium. All senior students, their 

families, and the public are invited and welcome to this non-denominational 

service. The service is not required but optional. Baccalaureate is a time 

where the community and the area churches gather together to honor the 

graduating class. This year's Baccalaureate will include music, scripture, 

speaker, prayer, and blessing for the Class of 2023.   



 

Are you receiving the Tidings by e-mail                 

and by regular mail?  

To reduce our expenses and receive 

 only the email version, contact Julie at  

 jmorgan@trinitynorthbranch.org 

Contributions reminder: If mailing in your contribution or         
using online bill pay, please include P.O. Box 447 in the                 

mailing address. Also, please mark your contribution so the 
monies are directed to the appropriate fund. Thank you!  

We are seeking 
temporary pianists 
and/or                   
organists for the 
summer. (Memorial 
Day weekend 
through Labor Day 
weekend). 

This position would provide musical                            
accompaniment during the 9 am worship       
service every Sunday as well as accompany 
the New Creation Choir rehearsal one hour 
prior to the service. Full job description is 
available on our website: trinitynorth-
branch.org/employment. Please direct                
questions to Sue, or send resume to                     
danielzuk@trinitynorthbranch.org. 
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To Blessing Bags in memory of Dennis Nelson from Darlene Nelson 

Undesignated in memory of Karen Lunde from Dean Anderson, Michelle & Bill Young,                        

Cynthia Kramer 

Undesignated in memory of Ardell Ring from James Walker, Elaine & Harold Olson, Jean Tribol, 

Cynthia Voce, Joel & Marla McPherson, Bonnie Nelson, Lee & Donna Setter, Tom & Candi Hals, 

Keith & Erma Parsons, Shelly Riechkitzer, Susan Gustafson, Jane & Loren Magnison, Robert & Vicki Heavirland, 

Don & Roberta Elmstrand,                                     

To EDGE Youth Group in memory of Ardell Ring from Mike & Barb Nelson 

To the Cemetery Fund in memory of Ardell Ring from Sharon Fairbanks 

To submit a prayer chain prayer request 
or to be added to the email recipient list, 

please call  the office or email                         
office@trinitynorthbranch.org.  

VBS/Summer in the Son Youth Leaders - Entering 7th grade – Outgoing 12th graders are                 
invited to be youth leaders and helpers for our Family Summer in the Son. Dates are Wednesdays, 
June 14, June 21, and June 28, from 5:30-7:30 p.m. Youth leaders will have fun trips in the afternoon 
before coming back to set up, serve supper, and help with VBS each night. Registration forms are 
available on the narthex table. Please register by Sunday, May 7.  

Family VBS/Summer in the Son 

We would love to have your family be a part of serving together, playing  
together, and growing together at Family VBS/Summer in the Son 2023!  
Our program will be 3 Wednesday evenings, June 14, 21, and 28, from 
5:30-7:30 p.m. Summer in the Son is a fun family-style VBS. This summer 
we will learn about God’s love for us and our neighbors through: Bible sto-
ries, games, science, music, art, and service projects. Supper will be served at 5:30 p.m. and activities will start 
at 6:00 each evening. There is no cost to attend. You can come to 1, 2, or all 3 nights. Please register by                   
May 7, to ensure requested t-shirts sizes for everyone in your family. We can't wait to see you this               
summer! Register your family here: https://forms.gle/pSWaaK6ihyJqAWRa7  



 

Trinity’s Fellowship Team night at the 

movies!  All are welcome! Simply 

meet at the  North Branch Theater on 

May 19 at 6:45 pm, and we will   de-

cide on a  movie. Discussion and des-

sert after the movie!  

Trinity’s grocery shelf has seen an increase in use         
recently. If you’d like to donate non-perishable or               

personal care items, please bring them to the 
office.  We have a freezer available as well.                    

We have also had multiple requests for gas cards.  
If you’d like to make a monetary donation, note 

“Grocery Shelf “ or “Gas Cards” on your donation 
and we will do the shopping for you. Thank you 

for supporting your community in this way!  

Like Trinity Lutheran Church on      

facebook, and comment on our 

posts! Worship videos are posted 

each Sunday! 
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Our weekly worship will be available 
each Sunday live at 8 & 10a on our 

YouTube channel, and about 90 
minutes later on our facebook page. 
Links can be found on our website.   

“Christ in Our Home” daily devotionals for April, May & June have arrived.                                                                        

Large and regular print books are available. If you’d like a copy, email jmorgan@trinitynorthbranch.org or                                                                       

leave a message for Julie at 651-674-7047 to pickup.   

Fare for All at Trinity Lutheran Church.   

The next sales will be held 3:00-5:00  

May 10 & June 7.  
 

Fare for All is open to everyone! The 

more who shop the better they buying 

power of the organization! 

See details at www.fareforall.org 

Serving for the month of May 

Connie Deminsky &                                   
Carol Gustafson 

To sponsor altar flowers, please sign up on 
the calendar near the church office. Please 
bring an arrangement of fresh flowers  
prior to 7:45 am on that Sunday. (8:45 am                                   
  for summer worship) See  
  Julie with questions. 

Please email articles for the   

June  Trinity Tidings to   

office @trinitynorthbranch.org  

by  May 15. Thank you! 

Save the date:                             
We have 50 tickets reserved for 

the July 25 Twins game vs.             
Seattle. The bus will leave Trinity 

at 5:00 pm. $25 includes your 
ticket and chartered bus ride.  

Family and friends are welcome to join the fun!           
The sign up sheet will be on the Narthex                    

bulletin board soon!   

Fish for sale We have bags of frozen     
beer-battered cod remaining from our 

Fish Fry for $27/bag.                                                
Contact Julie to purchase.   

April 30-May 21 

8:00 & 10:00 am worship                  
9:00 am Coffee Hour 

May 28-September 3 

9:00 am worship                               
followed by Coffee Hour 

We are planning on  
having a Rummage Sale 

this summer.                                  
The date is yet to be                

determined. Stay tuned 
for updates! 
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See our website www.trinitynorthbranch.org to give electronically on a one-time or recurring basis.             
Select the date and frequency (one time, weekly or monthly) and designate the amount and fund 
(Unified, Building, Viking Vittles, Memorial or Other.)  Changes can easily be made at any time. 
 

Offering can also be mailed to Trinity Lutheran Church, PO Box 447, North Branch, MN 55056. 
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Please consider online giving. 



 

FROM THE CHAIR....... 
 

Upcoming Personnel Changes at Trinity  
  

Deb Aulich is retiring on Sunday, May 21st.  Deb started as organist at Trinity 40 years ago.  During 

that time we have had 11 different pastors and Deb’s job has grown to Director of Worship and 

Arts.  She not only plays the piano and organ flawlessly but also plays a vital role in organizing our 

services and insuring that things go smoothly.  My favorite memory of her music is “Jesus Christ is 

Risen Today”, played many Easter Sundays, a duet with Deb on the piano and Michelle Trunk on 

the organ.  The sheet music for that piece was richly covered with black ink, closely spaced notes to be played. 

Neither of those ladies missed a single one of those notes. Still brings a tear to my eye just thinking about it. Thank 

you for everything that you have done for Trinity for the past 40 years, Deb.  To say you will be missed would be 

a colossal understatement.  
  

The last Sunday for Pastor Greg Wilcox will be May 28th.  Pastor Wilcox has been our Interim Pastor since                  

April 4th, 2022.  What an excellent job he has done for us these past months.  Using his life experiences about 

love of popcorn, fast food, motor scooters, traveling to Nepal with dental gold in your shoe and other                            

experiences that we may have had in our lives has made the sermons interesting and gotten the point of the 

Gospel across.  I have also enjoyed his sense of humor.  On behalf of the entire congregation, thank you           

Pastor Wilcox for a job well done.  
  

Sarah Krosschell has been the Sunday School Coordinator for the past 5 years.  She will be giving up the                     

coordinator position at the conclusion of Vacation Bible School this summer but still plans to be involved with 

Sunday School.  Thank you Sarah for your work in this very important part of Trinity’s ministry.  
  

Pastor Paul Cannon has accepted our call and excited to get started at Trinity.  He plans to start here June 19th.  

As part of this call Trinity is obligated to pay Pastor Cannon’s moving expenses.  A preliminary estimate for the 

move is $7,000.  No funds were incorporated into our budget for this expense.  If you can help pay for the move, 

please mark your donation so it can be applied to the proper account.  Thank you for your help.  
  

Grace and Peace,  
  

Tom Hals, Council Chair  
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The cost of graves is going up this year. The price will remain at $400 until the end of May.                      
On June 1, 2023 the price will go up to $500. This is the first price raise since 2003. Call Julie at                 
651-674-7047 to purchase a grave.  

Cemetery deeds give ownership to the purchaser and their heirs. Heirs can be spouse, parents,                    
children and grandchildren. The owner of a grave can gift a grave to a non-heir. A non-heir would be a 
friend, niece, nephew, aunt and uncle etc. Gifting a grave to a non-heir will now be charged a $50                 
administrative fee for the transfer of ownership. 

BLESSING BAGS 
We’re planning ahead for packing Blessing Bags by June 1st again. Please think about contributing to this 
outreach for those less fortunate. 

Things that are needed are: 

Men’s and women’s razors,  feminine hygiene products, men’s and women’s socks, men’s and women’s                
deodorant,  toothbrushes (both adult and children’s), toothpaste, toothbrush covers,  washcloths, sunscreen,  
wet wipes (fragrance and alcohol free), dental floss, first aid kits, rain ponchos, pens and pencils, pocket   
notepads, bodywash, shampoo/conditioner, lotion, chap stick, deck of cards,  mini flashlights, single serve 
beverage (lemonade, tea, coffee),  2 gallon Ziploc bags, single serve snacks (beef sticks, beef jerky, nuts,           
crackers, trail mix, etc…(No chocolate) 

Please drop off items at church by mid May.  THANK YOU! 



 

Path to Home  

Trinity will be hosting Path to Home families July 9-23. Your help  
is needed. We are looking for team captains who could take on               
limited areas of responsibility such as room set up, overseeing 
supplies for lunch and breakfast, or lining up people to provide 
meals. If you are interested in finding out more, please talk to     
Mary Twitchell, 320-630-5040.  
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Thank you, Pastor Greg! We would like to thank Pastor Greg for his time at Trinity as our 
interim pastor over the course of the past 14 months. Pastor Greg has been a breath of 
fresh air at Trinity. He has listened, guided, and encouraged us all to be the hands and feet 
of Christ and extend grace even when we don't feel like it. He connected with people of all 
ages and seasons of life and dedicated his time being a part of every ministry we have 
here, including, but not limited to, Bible studies, Senior Socials, visitation, funerals,                 
baptisms, confirmation, VBS, Sunday School, youth group, and much more. We're grateful 
for all the gifts of grace, leadership, wisdom, compassion, honesty, and hospitality that he 
has blessed us with. With deep gratitude we wish Pastor Greg the best on his next journey 
and know that God will continue to use his gifts to touch many more hearts with the love 
of Jesus. We have been blessed to have known him and worked alongside him. Please join 

            us in thanking Pastor Greg when you see him.  

Thank you, Deb!  

Trinity Lutheran Church will deeply miss Deb Aulich when she 
retires from the Director of Worship and Arts position this May 
after 40 years of devoted ministry. Words really can't begin to 
express the amount of love, care, wisdom, faithfulness,           
dedication, time, and grace with which Deb has blessed Trinity 
and the surrounding community. To be here every Sunday for 40 years (with very little time away) seamlessly planning all 
pieces of worship across multiple services and worship styles, beautifully playing piano and organ, plus weddings,                   
funerals, leading choirs and instrumentalists, outreach, tech support, and more is astonishing. Deb is a treasure, a                  
beloved child of God, and we have been abundantly blessed to know her and share in ministry with her. We wish her all 
of God's goodness, peace, and blessings as she begins a new chapter. And, thank you to her husband Dennis, who has 
faithfully served in so many roles at Trinity and dedicated his time right alongside Deb all those Sunday mornings. Please 
be sure to thank Deb and help us celebrate this ministry on her last Sunday, May 21.   

Thank you, Sarah!  

Our Children's Ministry program is going to surely miss Sarah Krosschell when she steps away 
from her Sunday School Coordinator role at Trinity this June. We are so thankful for all the 
gifts she has blessed us with at Trinity, including but not limited to, her energy, enthusiasm, 
time, passion, faithfulness, kindness, and compassion. Sarah has been such a wonderful           
teammate/friend for me personally as we have navigated the many changes in youth ministry 
and quite honestly our world over the course of the past few years. She has truly blessed the 
youth and families at Trinity and for that we are eternally grateful! Thank you for your 5 years 
of dedication to this ministry and sharing the love of Jesus with others! May God bless you on 
your next chapter with wisdom, guidance, and grace. We're lucky to know that we will still get 
to see you around Trinity. Please be sure to share your thanks with Sarah when you see her!  

Please join in sending Deb Aulich off with gratitude and best wishes to celebrate her amazing 
career as she retires from Trinity Lutheran.  Deb’s last day will be Sunday, May 21, and the EDGE 
youth will be serving coffee in between services to celebrate both the graduating seniors and 
Deb’s retirement. During coffee, a brief program will be presented with time allowed for visiting 
with Deb during the remaining coffee time and also after the 10:00 service.  Deb will be                     
participating in both services that day and you are also invited to attend and share fellowship, 
wonderful music, smiles and maybe a few tears. A memory book will be made available in the 
weeks prior to the celebration and on May 21 for you to leave an individual message for Deb.  
Please check the weekly bulletin for more information on when and how to add your memories 
to this keepsake. 
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38460 Lincoln Trail 

PO Box 447 

North Branch, MN 55056 

Tyler Olson: Sr. Choir Director  

  tolson@trinitynorthbranch.org 

Roger Anderson & Jeff Hill, Custodians 

Rick Olson & Luke Meyer, Cemetery Staff  

Outreach Committee:                                          
Outreach@trinitynorthbranch.org 

Todd Fisk, Church Treasurer 

Missionaries:  Dr. Stephen Swanson family –   
Tanzania 

Our Sister Congregation in Tanzania—Pawaga    

Church Office: 651-674-7047   Church Fax: 651-674-7048 

Church Office Hours:  8:00 am-3:00 pm Monday-Thursday 

Sunday Worship:  8:00 am & 10:00 am in person worship, 
 livestreamed on YouTube.    

Available on facebook 10:30 am. See our website for links. 

Church email: office@trinitynorthbranch.org 

Church website: www.trinitynorthbranch.org 

Rev Greg Wilcox  pastor@trinitynorthbranch.org     
  Cell 605-351-3289       ext. 12  
Sue Danielzuk, Church Administrator 
  danielzuk@trinitynorthbranch.org   ext. 37 
Marie Ray, Director of Youth & Family Ministries 
   mray@trinitynorthbranch.org        ext. 13 
Sarah Krosschell, Sunday School Coordinator 
    skrosschell@trinitynorthbranch.org 
Deb Aulich, Director of Worship and Arts 
                           daulich@trinitynorthbranch.org          ext. 14   
Julie Morgan, Church Office Manager 
                            jmorgan@trinitynorthbranch.org       ext. 10 
Christopher Dehen, Financial Recorder 

  cdehen@trinitynorthbranch.org   

Jaron Roberts, Audio Visual Manager 

  jroberts@trinitynorthbranch.org 

Partners in Ministry: The People of Trinity 

Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

North Branch, MN 

Permit 39 

Return Service Requested 

May 2023 

 Mailing Label  

Church Council Members:     

Tom Hals, Council Chair       

Linda Born, Jeremy Edson, Rosanne Johnson, 
Barb Nelson, Aaron Nysse, Stan Sjodahl,                      

Ann Tanko, Vicky Trampe  

April 30-May 21 

8:00 & 10:00 am 
worship 

May 28-
September 3 

9:00 am worship 


