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Amazing grace! how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me!
John Newton
From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.
John 1:16
Dear Friends,
As I moved into the pastor’s office here at Trinity I noticed it was pretty bare.
So I brought a few things from home—a lamp, a table, a rug, a picture of my
family. And I brought a few of my favorite books. But something was still
missing. The wall you see when you enter the office was empty and needed
something. And I decided that what it needed, in very big letters, was the word
“GRACE”. “Amazing grace,” John Newton says in his famous hymn, saves us
no matter how wretched we may feel. And that grace—really grace upon
grace—comes from the fulness of our loving Savior, Jesus Christ.
Some years ago I asked people to describe what grace meant to them. Here
are some of their replies:
• Grace is “God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense.” But that little definition is only
the beginning of what grace is all about and the difference grace makes in
our lives.
• Grace is undeserved. It is sheer gift. God’s gift to us because of God’s love
for us. We haven’t earned it. We don’t deserve it. And that’s just why we
need it.
• Grace is immeasurable. It is beyond all human understanding.
• Grace is forgiving others and ourselves.
• Grace is dropping the rocks we are carrying instead of throwing them.
• Grace is loving others unconditionally. It is opening your heart to them
without selfishness or judgement—knowing that they need forgiveness and
acceptance as much as you do—knowing that that is exactly what God has
given you in Jesus.
• Grace is meeting old friends and grace is the love and laughter in their eyes.
• Grace gives us another chance; and then another chance; and then another
chance and on and on each time we mess up.
• Grace frees us to be who we are: sinners and saints.
• Grace makes all the difference in our lives. It picks us up when we are down
and fills our lives with confidence and joy.
• Grace humbles us and leads us into loving and serving others.
• Grace makes us bold. We can make mistakes knowing we will be forgiven.
• Grace assures us we have a home in heaven.
• Grace takes a load off: a load of sin, a load of guilt, a load of shame, a load
of worry, and a load of fear.
• Grace gives us courage to risk loving, risk losing, not looking back, having
no regret.
May God’s great grace in Jesus strengthen and encourage each of you and fill
your hearts with joy and hope as you begin this new year.
In Christ, Pastor Greg
Trinity's Altar Guild needs your help! Due to aging and illness the Guild is
shrinking. Do you have one hour a week, one week of the year to see that the
altar area is neat, that the paraments are correct for the season and see to the
general tidiness of the sanctuary? This can be done by men or women, or
couples. Current members will be available for training. If this is calling you,
please let Julie in the office know of your willingness. Thank you!

Pastor Greg is looking for volunteers for our lay visitation ministry.
If this is something you’d like to be a part of, please contact
Julie or Pastor Greg at 651-674-7047.

Children & Youth Ministry News
Children’s Ministry / VBS
Family-style Summer in the Son/VBS will be held Wednesdays, June 15, 22, and 29, from 5:30-7:30 p.m. This summer
we will Hop, Skip, and Jump into God’s love through: Bible stories, games, science, music, and service projects. We're
looking forward to wonderful nights filled with food, fun, and family fellowship time! Thank you to those who
donated snacks! We are also grateful for the youth leaders and volunteers who will be helping with our program this
summer. You are a blessing in so many ways!
Sunday School wrapped up in May and we are so thankful for wonderful teachers and volunteers that helped make
our year possible! Thank you to Sarah Krosschell for the dedication, time, and energy she gives to our Sunday School
program! Sunday School is now on break for the summer. We hope to see you this summer at VBS and again in the
fall! Summer blessings to all of our youth and families!
EDGE High School Youth Ministry
Summer in the Son kicks off this June and our middle school/high school youth have
trips to the pool, mini-golf, and bowling planned before coming back to set up,
serve supper, and help with VBS each night. We have 7 youth and 2 adult leaders
going on our mission trip in July to Luther Park for service projects, worship/devotions,
lake time, and fellowship with one another. Thank you to all of those who have
supported us this year so youth can be a part of this trip and other youth activities!
Summer blessings to all of our youth and families!

The church nursery will be open but not staffed for our 9:00 am worship
service on May 29. It will be staffed for all June 9:00 am services.
The Path Program
Trinity has been a host for the Path Program for many years. In this program, homeless families with children are hosted in
local churches, with each church hosting a few weeks each year. Since Covid these families have been housed in hotels from
grant funding received by the program, with hosting churches providing funds for groceries and gas cards. Trinity hosts twice a
year for two consecutive weeks, generally in June and December.
Grant funding will end in September, and Trinity will be responsible for hosting the last two weeks of December. This may be a
combination of hotel and church hosting, based on available space and volunteers.
We are looking for a coordinator to work with scheduling volunteers, beginning in December. We are also looking for monetary
donations to help fund the grocery and gas cards for our June 2022 weeks, and hotel and gas and grocery cards for December.
If you can help out in any way, please contact Julie at 651-674-7047 or jmorgan@trinitynorthbranch.org. Thank you!

Congratulations to Trevor Johnson and
Abby Schulte as this year’s recipients of
Trinity’s College Scholarship!
Natalie Downs, Master of Divinity student,
is the recipient of our George and Myrtle
Dahlstrom Endowed Scholarship, which is
awarded to students at Luther Seminary.

Twelve Blessing Bags
with thank-you gifts for
policemen on the
North Branch force
were delivered this
month by
Carol Gustafson,
Karen Nelson and
Nan Hult.

We also congratulate our graduating high
school and college seniors!
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We have a number of open weeks for serving Coffee Hour this summer.
(June 5, 19: July 3, 10, 17; August 7, 14, 21; September 4) If you can bring treats
and serve, please call Julie at 651-674-7047 or sign up on the sheet on the
office bulletin board. Thank you!
Trinity has reserved 50 tickets for the Tuesday, August 16 game vs the Kansas City
Royals. This year we have reserved a coach bus. Tyler Olson will be our driver and you
will be dropped off close to the gate. $25 fee includes your ticket and bus ride! Please
sign up on the sheet outside the office. Payment is due at sign up. Feel free to invite
friends and family to join in the fun! See Julie or Judy Weiss with questions.
Dear friends in Christ,
Our family wishes to thank everyone at Trinity who walked with us at this time. We want to thank the comforting words of
Pastor Wilcox during this difficult time in our lives. Thank you for the music of Deb Aulich, Kelly Rogstad and the Swedish verse
sung by our niece LeAnn Lyons. A special blessing to the many hands that prepared and served us a lovely lunch. We would also
like to acknowledge Julie Morgan for her countless tasks in preparation for the memorial service. Thank you to the family of Trinity
for your outpouring of love and support.
The family of Denny Gustafson

Picture books are needed
for our Little Free Libraries. Books may be left in the bin
just inside Door 12. Trinity sponsors little libraries at
Central Park, Anderson Park and Stacy Lions Park!

To submit a prayer chain prayer
request or to be added to the email
recipient list, please call the office or
email office@trinitynorthbranch.org.

Please email articles for the
July Trinity Tidings to
office @trinitynorthbranch.org
by June 15. Thank you!

Viking Vittles is in need of one or more people who

can help lift the filled totes during packing. This is done at 10 am
Wednesdays. If you can help once or twice a month or more we
could use your help. Contact Donna Setter at 612-363-5072 or
set123@aol.com for more information or to volunteer.
Let’s Raise the Roof!
The total cost of replacing the roof is $164,315.
We are in the midst of a campaign that is asking
the congregation to raise at least $50,000
towards that effort. With that and other available
funds, the roof will be paid for in full! Any money
over $50,0000 will help pay down the mortgage
more quickly. Currently we have pledges and
non-pledged donations that put us just slightly
over $30,000 only a couple of months left to go
before the work begins! Please consider
contributing! Thank you!

Viking Vittles Summer Distribution:

GriefShare:

North Branch Central Park: Wednesdays 10:00 am –noon
Trinity Lutheran Church: Wednesdays 3:00-5:00 pm
Stacy Lions Park: Thursdays 4:00-6:00 pm
This begins June 15th. Spread the word!
Volunteers are needed for Wednesday distributions. Call
Julie at 651-674-7047 if you’re available to help out!

First Baptist in Cambridge is offering a 12 week GriefShare
course for those grieving the loss of a family member or friend.
This will be held 6-8 pm Mondays, June 6-August 29. There is
no cost, but a $20 workbook is available. Call 763-689-1173 to
register.

Our weekly worship will be available
each Sunday live at 9a on our
YouTube channel, and about 90
minutes later on our facebook page.
Links can be found on our website.

Like Trinity Lutheran Church on
facebook, and comment on our
posts! Worship videos are posted
each Sunday!

“Christ in Our Home” daily devotionals for July, August & September have arrived.
Large and regular print books are available. If you’d like a copy, email jmorgan@trinitynorthbranch.org or
leave a message for Julie at 651-674-7047 to pickup.
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10:00 am Coffee Hour

Communion
9:00 am

26 Worship Service/

10:00 am Coffee Hour

Worship Service/
Communion
9:00 am

19

27

20

May Tidings articles due

10:00 am Coffee Hour

13

Communion
9:00 am

9:00 am Fellowship
Team Meeting

6

Monday

12 Worship Service/

10:00 am Coffee Hour

Communion
9:00 am

5 Worship Service/

9:00 am worship services
are livestreamed on
YouTube, and available for
viewing later on YouTube
and facebook.

Sunday

28

7:00 pm Council Mtg

21

5:00 pm Summer in the
Son meeting

14

7

Tuesday

5:30 pm Summer in the Son

3:00-5:00 pm Viking Vittles
Distribution at Trinity

29

5:30 pm Summer in the Son

3:00-5:00 pm Viking Vittles
Distribution at Trinity

22

July Tidings articles due

5:30 pm Summer in the Son

3:00-5:00 pm Viking Vittles
Distribution at Trinity

15

3:00-5:00 pm Fare for All

8

1

Wednesday

5:30 pm Senior Social
Night

9:00 am Women’s Bible
Study

30

9:00 am Women’s Bible
Study

23

5:30 pm Senior Social
Night

9:00 am Women’s Bible
Study

16

900 am Women’s Bible
Study– Genesis Room

9

2

Thursday

Wedding Rehearsal

24

17

10

3

Friday

Wedding

25

18

11

4

Saturday

Please consider online giving.

See our website www.trinitynorthbranch.org to give electronically on a one-time or recurring basis.
Select the date and frequency (one time, weekly or monthly) and designate the amount and fund
(Unified, Building, Viking Vittles, Memorial or Other.) Changes can easily be made at any time.
Offering can also be mailed to Trinity Lutheran Church, PO Box 447, North Branch, MN 55056.
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FROM THE CHAIR.......

Happy June from the Council!
This last month a small group of us kicked off a three-phase process called Creating a Vibrant
Future. This process will ultimately facilitate the call process for our next full-time pastor, establish a
5-year mission plan, and help create a culture of abundance and stewardship in all seasons.
In “Phase I: Renew”, the Ministry Exploration Team (MET) is seeking input from the congregation, groups within
the church, community partners, and other internal and external stakeholders to affirm and renew Trinity’s
mission and vision. The MET is actively developing surveys, planning cottage meetings, creating coffee
conversation guides and more.
As we head into Fall, and we have affirmed and renewed Trinity’s mission and vision, we will kick-off “Phase II:
Plan”. In this phase we will develop a 5-year mission plan with clear goals. This plan will help us create the
Ministry Site Plan (MSP) which is required by the Saint Paul Area Synod and the ELCA for the call. The MSP also
highlights the unique skills and capabilities we will be seeking in our next full time pastor.
Late this year, with the MSP completed, we will establish the Call Committee to kick off “Phase III: Call”. During
this time, the Call Committee will actively seek and review candidates for our full-time pastor in partnership with
the Saint Paul Area Synod and the ELCA. A solid mission plan and MSP, will put us in a strong position to share all
of God’s great work that is happening through Trinity with potential candidates.
The MET has just begun this work and there are many ways for you to join in and contribute to the process. If you
have any questions or would like to volunteer please reach out to any of our MET members directly:
Pastor Greg Wilcox: pastor@trinitynorthbranch.org
Lucas Edson: edsonluc393@gmail.com
Chris Judson: ctjudson@gmail.com
Megan Nysse: negam21@hotmail.com
Marie Ray: mray@trinitynorthbranch.org
Ann Tanko: artanko15@gmail.com
You’re also welcome to call the office or me directly and we can get you connected with more information as
we Create a Vibrant Future together.
Peace,
Chris Judson
(612) 203-2147
To the Scholarship Fund in memory of Charlene Nyberg from Mike & Barb Nelson
To the EDGE Mission Trip in memory of Barb Nelson’s mother from Bev Otterness
To the Roof Fund in memory of Larry Setter (Lee Setter’s brother) from Tom & Candi Hals
To the Roof Fund in memory of Vickie Berguist (Trudy Trenda’s sister) from Jim & Caryl Nelson
To the Roof Fund in memory of Myrtle Bentley (Barb Nelson’s mother) from Jim & Caryl Nelson
To the Roof Fund in memory of Denny Gustafson from Steve & Shari Denny, Darlene Nelson, Delores Klund
Undesignated in memory of Denny Gustafson from Ron & Kathy Aho
Undesignated in memory of Herman Solle Jr from Ron & Kathy Aho
To the Cemetery Fund in memory of Ron Hult from Myrtle Peterson
To the Cemetery Fund in memory of Denny Gustafson from Myrtle Peterson

to Ray and Lisa
Benolken for the
repair work on our
parking lot!

Page 7

Fare for All is back at Trinity
Lutheran Church. The next sales
will be held 3:00-5:00 June 8 &
July 13. See www.fareforall.org
for details.

Serving for the month of
June
Karen Nelson
Rosanne Johnson
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Partners in Ministry: The People of Trinity
Church Office: 651-674-7047 Church Fax: 651-674-7048
Church Office Hours: 8:00 am-3:00 pm Monday-Thursday
Sunday Worship: 9:00 am May 29-Sept 4 in person and
livestreamed on YouTube.
Available on facebook 10:30 am. See our website for links.
Church email: office@trinitynorthbranch.org
Church website: www.trinitynorthbranch.org
Rev Greg Wilcox pastor@trinitynorthbranch.org
Cell 605-351-3289
Sue Danielzuk, Church Administrator
sdanielzuk@trinitynorthbranch.org
Marie Ray, Director of Youth & Family Ministries
mray@trinitynorthbranch.org
Sarah Krosschell, Sunday School Coordinator
skrosschell@trinitynorthbranch.org
Deb Aulich, Director of Worship and Arts
daulich@trinitynorthbranch.org
Julie Morgan, Church Office Manager
jmorgan@trinitynorthbranch.org
Christopher Dehen, Financial Recorder
cdehen@trinitynorthbranch.org
Jaron Roberts, Audio Visual Manager
jroberts@trinitynorthbranch.org

ext. 12
ext. 37
ext. 13

ext. 14
ext. 10

Tyler Olson: Sr. Choir Director
tolson@trinitynorthbranch.org
Roger Anderson & Jeff Hill, Custodians
Rick Olson & Luke Meyer, Cemetery Staff
Outreach Committee:
Outreach@trinitynorthbranch.org
Todd Fisk, Church Treasurer
Missionaries: Dr. Stephen Swanson family –
Tanzania
Our Sister Congregation in Tanzania—Pawaga
Church Council Members:
Chris Judson, Council Chair
Linda Born, Lucas Edson, Tom Hals (Vice-Chair)
Rosanne Johnson, Aaron Nysse, Stan Sjodahl,
Ann Tanko, Vicky Trampe

Are you receiving the Tidings by
e-mail and by regular mail?
To reduce our expenses and receive
only the email version, contact Julie at
jmorgan@trinitynorthbranch.org

