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December 2021 

 

Pastor’s Page 

Sunday, December 12 
8:00 Third Sunday of Advent worship    
10:00 Sunday School Christmas program 

Sunday, December 19  Fourth Sunday of Advent 
8:00 & 10:00 am worship  

Friday, December 24 Christmas Eve worship 
2:30 p.m.  Worship with Communion 
4:00 & 7:30 p.m.  Candlelight worship with Communion 
4:00 pm service will be livestreamed   

Sunday, December 26   Online worship only– on our YouTube channel and facebook page 

Friends in Christ, 
 

I hope that all of you reading the Tidings this month had a wonderful                    
Thanksgiving!  After many of us missed safely gathering with family last year, it 
is such a blessing that we are able to be close to the ones we love this year in      
relative safety.  I know it has been a rocky road the past 20 months, but I also 
know that there is so much to be grateful for. 

Hopefully all of you also saw the communication we sent out about our Covid 
guidelines.  They are included in these Tidings if you did not see them already.  
We are simply trying to do our best to ensure the safety of our community.  
Hopefully we will see infection rates plummet in the coming weeks and will be 
able to remove the mask requirement that will be in place at Trinity beginning 
December 1

st
.   

I also want to share with you all our theme for this Advent called Close to 
Home.  When something hits close to home, it affects us deeply. During the  
Advent and Christmas season, we journey through scriptures and rituals that 
are tender, heavy with emotion, and vulnerable. We carry the memories and 
truths of this season close to our hearts. Close to Home acknowledges the 
“already but not yet” tension of our faith: Emmanuel is with us, and yet, God’s 
promised day—our everlasting home—is not fully realized. It names our deep 
longing for God to come close to us.   

The Close to Home theme also names the pain many of us will carry into this 
season. The holidays can poke at our grief. Many will be missing loved ones lost 
to sickness and tragedy. The traumas of the pandemic will still be with us. Many 
will have lost homes—due to natural disasters, economic hardship, and unjust 
policies. Many do not feel safe in their own homes due to poor living conditions 
or harmful family dynamics. Many feel alone and isolated at home. Churches 
are discerning transitions with their physical buildings; many of our spiritual 

homes are changing.  

This Advent, may we be comforted by the One who dwells intimately with us. 
May we expand safety and sanctuary for everyone wandering far from home. 
May we come home, wherever home is found—to live fully with joy, hope, and 
courage. 

God Bless, 
Pastor Jon 



Children's Ministry:  
We are so excited to share the story of Jesus’ birth with everyone during our Christmas  
program on Sunday, December 12, at the 10:00 service. The children have been preparing 
for this special day and we hope it will fill your hearts with joy this season. It’s always such a 
highlight of our year. Merry Christmas to all of our families! May peace and hope fill your 
hearts and minds this Christmas season and beyond! May you know God's love beyond 
measure.  

Upcoming Dates to know:  
December 5 – Lesson: "The Birth of Jesus" Luke 2:1-21  
December 12 – Program Practice at 9:00 am, Christmas Program at 10:00 am service  
December 19 and 26, Jan 2 – NO Sunday School: Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!  
January 9 – Sunday School Resumes  

Like Trinity Lutheran Church on      

facebook, and comment on our 

posts! Updates, Bible Study and 

weekly worship videos are posted 

frequently! 

Children & Youth Ministry News 

EDGE High School Youth Ministry 

EDGE youth had a beautiful night to enjoy a bonfire and s'mores early last month. We served coffee hour, 

packed Viking Vittles, and discussed forgiveness and gratitude. Our group is brainstorming outreach   

programs we can support with funds the Outreach committee has set aside for our group to utilize. We 

are planning to do a poverty simulation this winter that will support the Trinity grocery shelf and the local 

food shelf. We'll host our annual Christmas Party this month and look forward to fun, fellowship, and 

games together! Merry Christmas to all of our families! May peace and hope fill your hearts and minds 

this Christmas season and beyond!  
 

December 1 - EDGE Meets 6:30-7:30  

December 8 - EDGE Meets 6:30-7:30   

December 15 - EDGE Christmas Party and Viking Vittles Packing 6:30-7:30  

December 22 and 29 - NO EDGE: Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!  
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Our weekly worship recording will 
continue to be available each Sunday 
on our facebook page and YouTube 

channel. If you’d like to watch 
“together” from home, tune in at  

8:00 am Sunday mornings !   

“Christ in Our Home” daily devotionals for January, February and March have arrived.                                                              

Large and regular print books are available. If you’d like a copy, email jmorgan@trinitynorthbranch.org or                                                                       

leave a message for Julie at 651-674-7047 to pickup.   

Confirmation is underway for 6, 7, and 8th graders.  

It’s not too late to register! Contact Pastor Jon to sign up! 

December 1: Confirmation  6:30-7:30 p.m  

December 8: Confirmation 6:30-7:30 p.m.  
December 15, 22, 29: NO Confirmation 

Bible Study will not be meeting until further notice. If you’d like to be added to the 
email Bible Study, let Julie know at jmorgan@trinitynorthbranch.org.  

The church nursery will be staffed for 
our 10:00 am worship services on                

December 5, 12 & 19.                                              
The nursery will be open but will not            

be staffed on December 24. 

Trinity's Altar Guild needs your help!  Due to aging and illness the Guild is shrinking.  Do you have on hour a week, 
one week of the year to see that the altar area is neat, that the paraments are correct for the season  and see to the  
general tidiness of the sanctuary.  This can be done by men or women, couples.  Current members will be available for 
training.  If this is calling you, please let Julie in the office know of your willingness.  Thank you! 



Close to Home 
Advent 2021 

When something hits close to home, it affects us deeply.  During the Advent and Christmas season, we journey through 
scriptures and rituals that are tender, heavy with emotion, and vulnerable.  We carry the memories and truths of this 
season close to our hearts.  Close to Home, our Advent theme created by a Sanctified Art, acknowledges the “already 
but not yet” tension of our faith: Emmanuel is with us, and yet, God’s promised day—our everlasting home—is not  
fully realized.  It names our deep longing for God to come close to us. 
 
The Advent and Christmas scriptures are rich with home metaphors and imagery.  John the Baptist prophesies about 
the One who is to come, but reminds us that we are still wandering far from God’s promised day; his message hits 
close to home.  After receiving the angel’s news, Mary retreats to Elizabeth’s home, seeking refuge and safety.  Christ is 
born in the midst of a journey home, in a crowded dwelling space amidst livestock and shepherds alike.  The Magi  
travel far from home to pay homage to Christ, and, having been warned in a dream, they avoid Herod by traveling 
home another way.  In these scriptures, home is both physical and metaphorical, something we seek and something 
we are called to build.  Ultimately, God is our home and resting place.  God draws near and makes a home on earth—
sacred ground is all around us. 
 
Close to Home also names the pain many of us will carry into this season.  The holidays can poke at our grief.  Many will 
be missing loved ones lost to sickness and tragedy.  The traumas of the pandemic will still be with us.  Many will have 
lost homes—due to natural disaster, economic hardship, and unjust policies.  Many do not feel safe in their own homes 
due to poor living conditions or harmful family dynamics.  Many feel alone and isolated at home.  Churches are discern-
ing transitions and our spiritual homes are changing. 
 
Included in this Tidings is the Close to Home Advent Devotional.  May the art, poetry, songs and reflections for the   
season of Advent created by the Sanctified Art team remind us that even as we acknowledge our homesickness we 
marvel at the closeness of God—the home already within each of us. 
 
This Advent, may we be comforted by the One who dwells intimately with us.  May we expand safety and sanctuary for 
everyone wandering far from home.  May we come home—wherever home is found—to live fully with joy, hope, and 
courage.   
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Christmas Eve Poinsettia Garden 
If you would like to contribute toward our traditional  Christmas Eve Poinsettia Garden in memory  or 
in  gratitude of a loved one, please complete this form and return it to the church office. We have the cost 
of the Christmas flowers covered, so donations will be given to the North Branch Food Shelf.  

In order to be listed in the bulletin, please return no later than Sunday, December 19th.                                                            
Forms received after December 19 will not be included in the Christmas Eve bulletins. (Please print.) 
 

In memory of ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

In gratitude for: _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

From__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Mail to Trinity Lutheran Church, Attn: Julie Morgan, PO Box 447, North Branch, MN 55056 



See our website www.trinitynorthbranch.org to give electronically on a one-time or recurring basis.             
Select the date and frequency (one time, weekly or monthly) and designate the amount and fund (Unified, 
Building, Viking Vittles, Memorial or Other.)  Changes can easily be made at any time. 
 

Offering can also be mailed to Trinity Lutheran Church, PO Box 447, North Branch, MN 55056. 
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Please consider online giving. 

https://trinitynorthbranch.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c23091e67b10aa79afc4e1d7c&id=4454d24ed0&e=47e6c68b2f


FROM THE CHAIR....... 

It’s December and most of us are running around from one thing to the next, decorating, 

baking cookies, shopping, etc. What we really need to do is to focus on the reason for 

the season. It’s not Christmas that will give us life; it’s Christ. Christmas can be a true     

celebration of fresh starts and new beginnings. 

During this busy holiday season, stop, take a deep breath and ready our hearts for the 

glory of Christmas  Day as we celebrate the coming of the eternal God. 

Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace, good will toward men. Luke 2:14 

May you and your family have a wonderful and blessed holiday season. 

Linda Born 

To the Roof Fund in memory of Shelley Stevens from Jay & Karen Young  

To the Roof Fund in memory of Luverne Johnson from Vonnie Johnson, Loren & Jane Magnison,                             

 Tom & Candi Hals, Duane & Eileen Fisk, Tim & Linda Born, Cecilia Fenner, Vonna Humble  

Undesignated in memory of Jim Fairbanks from Steve & Shari Denny, Russ & Judy Ramberg 

 Undesignated in memory of Irma Ekstrom from Ron & Diane Barsness  
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Fare for All is back at Trinity 

Lutheran Church.  The next sales 

will be held 3:30-5:30 pm                        

December 8. Holiday packs are 

available. See www.fareforall.org 

for details.  

Viking Vittles Help Needed 

We are looking for some members to help 
with packing Viking Vittles.                                    

If you are able to help, please sign up at 
https://signup.com/go/CPhKcVP or call 

Mary Twitchell at 320-630-5040.   

Serving for the month of 
December 

Carol Grissman 

Karen Nelson 

Outreach 

Making an Impact  

The Outreach Team recently approved a $1,000 donation to THEE Alliance, which is a partnership of   

Minnesota faith communities reducing financial hardship for families facing medical debt. THEE Alliance 

works with RIP Medical Debt to buy up overdue medical debt. A one dollar donation can buy up $100 in 

medical debt. Here's a story recently shared by a beneficiary who expressed her gratitude to RIP      

Medical Debt donors: 

 "When I found out that my medical debt was suddenly taken care of...I started crying and thanking 

God! It was astonishing to me that someone could help me like that!  

 

I am a single mother that works full-time and lives paycheck to paycheck. After paying bills and buying 

food, there is never anything left for any extra expenses. I've been trying so hard to get my credit score 

up so that one day, I might be able to accomplish the dream of buying a home for me and my          

children...and this debt was one more thing to prevent me from climbing out of poverty. 

 

 When I had breathing trouble and the doctor found a spot on my lungs, I had to have some tests run 

even though I could not afford them. Thankfully, the spot on my lungs was benign but I found out I have 

mild-stage obstructive lung disease. The relief was followed by worry about medical bills I couldn't pay. 

 

 From the bottom of my heart, I want to thank any and all who had a hand in paying this for me! It was 

as impossible for me to pay as if it were a million dollars. Someday, I hope and pray that I am able to  

return this miracle and donate to this same cause as well as others! With love and gratitude." 

A Widows Group is being formed at Trinity!  

This group will meet 2:00-4:00 p.m. Tuesdays (frequency to be determined by the group) in the community room at       
Ashwood Apartments, 6499 Ash Street, North Branch.  If you are interested in joining or have questions please contact    
Connie Deminsky at 612-916-2084 



38460 Lincoln Trail 

PO Box 447 

North Branch, MN 55056 

Roger Anderson, Custodian 

Rick Olson & Luke Meyer, Cemetery Staff  

Outreach Committee:                                          
Outreach@trinitynorthbranch.org 

Todd Fisk, Church Treasurer 

Missionaries:  Dr. Stephen Swanson family –   
Tanzania 

Our Sister Congregation in Tanzania—Pawaga          

Church Office: 651-674-7047   Church Fax: 651-674-7048 

Church Office Hours:  no scheduled hours at this time 

Sunday Worship:  available  at 6 am Sunday mornings on our 
 facebook page and YouTube. See our website for links.  

Church email: office@trinitynorthbranch.org 

Church website: www.trinitynorthbranch.org 

Pastor Jon Yurk     Cell: 612-231-2111  
 pastor@trinitynorthbranch.org     ext. 12 
Sue Danielzuk, Church Administrator 
  sdanielzuk@trinitynorthbranch.org  ext. 37 
Marie Ray, Director of Youth & Family Ministries 
   mray@trinitynorthbranch.org        ext. 13 
Sarah Krosschell, Sunday School Coordinator 
    skrosschell@trinitynorthbranch.org 
Deb Aulich, Director of Worship and Arts 
                           daulich@trinitynorthbranch.org          ext. 14   
Julie Morgan, Church Office Manager 
                            jmorgan@trinitynorthbranch.org       ext. 10 
Christopher Dehen, Financial Recorder 

  cdehen@trinitynorthbranch.org   

Jaron Roberts, Audio Visual Manager 

  jroberts@trinitynorthbranch.org 

Tyler Olson: Sr. Choir Director  

  tolson@trinitynorthbranch.org    

Partners in Ministry: The People of Trinity 

Non-Profit Org. 
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Church Council Members:     

Linda Born, Council Chair       

Chris Judson, Council Vice-Chair   

 Dennis Aulich, Lucas Edson,                                            
Rosanne Johnson, Gary Porath, Stan Sjodahl, 

Ann Tanko, Vicky Trampe,  






