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November 2021 

 

Pastor’s Page 
Friends in Christ, 
 

I hope that the start of fall has been a welcome transition for all of you.  I know 
that I have really enjoyed the last few weeks and the gorgeous weather we 
have had.  I have to admit that fall is my favorite season of the year.  It is a time 
to bask in summer memories and enjoy the amazing colors nature provides us.  
And at its heart, at least for me, fall is a time of preparation.  Gathering the    
harvest, preparing for winter, and hunkering down with anticipation for the 
Christmas season. 
 

Over the past few weeks we have been in the midst of our fall stewardship   
emphasis.  If you have been able to attend or watch the services and read the 
stewardship letter that was sent out, you know that this year includes some 
long-term goals for our congregation.  With the roof and prospect of paying off 
our mortgage, there is a tremendous amount of hope in the financial future.  
By this time next year, we should be in a position where the only financial focus 
of our community of faith is ministry.  With no more debt and having the    
building in good shape, we will be free to simply focus on our call to be the 
Body of Christ in North Branch, Chisago County, and the world.  Also, just a  
reminder that our intent Sunday in November 7th.  Please bring your intent 
cards and time and talent sheets that week. 
 

However, even though we find ourselves much more secure in those regards, I 
have to be honest and say that we aren’t in the best place when it comes to the 
financial support of our day to day ministry.  We have been able to weather the 
storm of this pandemic fairly well financially, but the increase in giving we     
anticipated with resuming in-person services and activities has not taken place.  
We are actually looking at a significantly larger deficit in our budget than we 
had planned for.  And while we have reserves to help cover this deficit, we will 
need to see giving increase to our unified fund in order to make ends meet 
next year.  I will be sending out another letter this month that will go into more 
detail about where we are right now. 
 

As we approach Thanksgiving and the holiday season, I am grateful for so 
much.  I hope and pray that you all have gratitude and hope in your hearts 
right now.  Christ lives and continues to bless us with life in Him. 
 

God Bless, 
Pastor Jon  

87th Annual Advent Tea   “How Will You Arrive at the Manger?”   

Our annual Advent Tea will be November 29 at 6:30 p.m. We are beyond excited to be back in     
person.  (Stay tuned for any updates or requirements; we will be mindful of Public Health             
recommendations.) 

Our speaker, EJ Lugo from LaPuente, California, has led numerous retreats and workshops    
throughout the U.S.  Her lighthearted and engaging style creates a remarkably powerful and open 
environment for each participant to explore the extraordinary and marvelous within themselves.  
Through an interactive process, individuals and groups are invited and encouraged to explore some 
of the many ways they perceive conundrum and potential in their spiritual path.  There will be all 
the usual Advent heart preparations plus a few surprises by our speaker.   

Due to caterer constraints and planning, we ask you to call the church office (651-674-7047) and 
make a “reservation” so we can have a tentative count of who is willing to celebrate in person.   

And, as usual, donations of Christmas cookies are requested. Tickets will go on sale November 7th.   



Children's Ministry:  
We have been reflecting on the many gifts of gratitude we experience in youth ministry 
here at Trinity. We are blessed and grateful for wonderful youth and families and amazing         
volunteers and teachers! Thank you for shining the light of Jesus in the world around 
you!  We will be focusing on stories about Moses in our lessons this month. Believe it or 
not, we are beginning to practice for our Christmas Program! There will be NO Sunday 
School on November 28. We wish all of our youth and families a blessed Thanksgiving!  

November 7: Lesson: "God Protects Baby Moses" - Exodus 1:1-2:10  
November 14: Lesson: "God Calls Moses" - Exodus 2:11-4:31  
November 21: Lesson: "Moses Confronts Pharaoh" - Exodus 5:1-7:13  
November 28: NO Sunday School -- Happy Thanksgiving!!  
Save the dates!  
Saturday, December 11: Christmas Program Dress Rehearsal 9:00-10:15 a.m.  
Sunday, December 12: Christmas Program during 10:00 a.m. service with a cookie party in the                      
Fellowship Hall to follow  

Children & Youth Ministry News 

EDGE High School Youth Ministry 

We are abundantly grateful for the youth and families in our youth group! They are truly a blessing. In   

October, EDGE served coffee hour again. We love hosting and appreciate the financial support given 

towards youth group mission trips and activities! We have been able to serve by packing Viking Vittles 

twice this fall and will continue to pack monthly. EDGE youth also helped hand out candy for the Family 

Sunday School treat trail. In November we will take a closer look at God's boundless love and creation. 

We invite incoming 9th grade families and any other 9-12th grade families interested in being a part of 

EDGE to register using the paper copies in the narthex or online. There will be NO EDGE on November 24. 

We wish all of our youth and families a blessed Thanksgiving!  

 

November 3: EDGE meeting 6:30-7:30 p.m  

November 7: EDGE Serves Coffee Hour  

November 10: EDGE meeting 6:30-7:30 p.m  

November 17: EDGE meeting 6:30-7:30 p.m. with lunch packing  

November 24: NO EDGE -- Thanksgiving Eve worship at 7 p.m. -- Happy Thanksgiving!  
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“Christ in Our Home” daily devotionals for October, November & December have arrived.                                                             

Large and regular print books are available. If you’d like a copy, email jmorgan@trinitynorthbranch.org or                                                                       

leave a message for Julie at 651-674-7047 to pickup.   

College Ministry: We'll continue to make college care packages to send out a few times throughout the 

year. If you would like your college-aged student to receive one, please send Marie the mailing address 

for where they will be this school year. Sometimes we'll send a small package of snacks, notes, and other 

fun items and sometimes we might just send a note of encouragement. We hope this will brighten their 

day and let them know their church family is thinking about them and praying for them. 
mray@trinitynorthbranch.org  

Confirmation is underway for 6, 7, and 8th graders. It’s not too late to register!                                   

Contact Pastor Jon to sign up! 

November 3: Confirmation  6:30-7:45 p.m  

November 10: Confirmation 6:30-7:45 p.m.  

November 17: Confirmation  6:30-7:45 p.m.   
November 24: NO Confirmation-- 7:00 p.m.  Thanksgiving Eve Worship 



See our website www.trinitynorthbranch.org to give electronically on a one-time or recurring basis.             
Select the date and frequency (one time, weekly or monthly) and designate the amount and fund (Unified, 
Building, Viking Vittles, Memorial or Other.)  Changes can easily be made at any time. 
 

Offering can also be mailed to Trinity Lutheran Church, PO Box 447, North Branch, MN 55056. 
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Please consider online giving. 



Worship Notes for November 2021 
Sunday, November 7th—All Saints Sunday 

Of all three years of the lectionary cycle, this year’s All Saints readings have the most tears.  Isaiah and Revelation look 
forward to the day when God will wipe away all tears; in John’s gospel, Jesus weeps along with Mary and all the       

gathered mourners before he demonstrates his power over death.  On All Saints Day we celebrate the victory won for 
all the faithful dead, but we grieve for our beloved dead as well, knowing that God honors our tears.                                        

We bring our grief to the table and find there a foretaste of Isaiah’s feast to come. 
Isaiah 25:6-9  Isaiah sees a vision of the end of days, when God will gather all people on God’s holy mountain and will 
prepare for them a rich feast.  At this banquet God will wipe away tears from all eyes.  And there will be no more     
sorrow, for God will destroy death itself. 
Psalm 24  They shall receive blessing from the God of their salvation. 
Revelation 21:1-6a  Here is a vision of the new heaven and new earth in which God resides fully with God’s people so 
that mourning, despair, and pain have been eradicated.  These renewing words from the God who spans all of time are 
trustworthy and true. 
John 11:32-44  Through the raising of Lazarus, Jesus offers the world a vision of the life to come, when death and 
weeping will be no more. 
 

Sunday, November 14th—25th Sunday after Pentecost 
November begins with All Saints Day and ends in or near Advent, when we anticipate Christ’s coming again.  It is fitting, 
then, that the readings today tell of the final resurrection and the end time.  In the turmoil of hope, fear, and disbelief 
that these predictions provoke in us, Hebrews sounds a note of confident trust.  Christ makes a way for us where there 

is no way, and we walk it confidently, our hearts and bodies washed in baptismal water, trusting the one who has 
promised forgiveness.  The more we see the last day approaching, the more important it is to meet together to                   

provoke one another to love. 
Daniel 12:1-3  The book of Daniel is an example of apocalyptic literature, which is full of strange visions and symbolism.  
Arising during times of great persecution, apocalyptic literature is concerned with God’s revelation about the end time 
and the coming kingdom of God, when God will vindicate the righteous who have been persecuted. 
Psalm 16  My heart is glad and my spirit rejoices; my body shall rest in hope. 
Hebrews 10:11-25  Images of worship and sacrifice are used throughout Hebrews to highlight what Christ has uniquely 
accomplished through his death.  Because we have received forgiveness through Christ’s death, we live with sincere 
hearts by trusting in God’s promises and encouraging love and good works from each other. 
Mark 13:1-8  In the last week of his life, Jesus warned his disciples concerning trials that were to come upon them and 
upon the world.  He exhorts the listener: Do not be alarmed. 
 

Sunday, November 21st—Christ the King 
Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, the people still longed for a true king to set things right.  He 
would have the king’s title of Anointed One (Messiah); he would be the “one like a human being” (Son of Man) given 
dominion in Daniel’s vision.  Jesus is given these titles, even though he is nothing like an earthly king.  His authority 

comes from the truth to which he bears witness, and those who recognize the truth voluntarily listen to him.  We look 
forward to the day he is given dominion, knowing his victory will be the nonviolent victory of love. 

Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14  To the community for whom this passage was written, it seemed as though the oppression they 
were experiencing would never end.  Daniel’s message is: It shall end.  The Ancient One, who is judge, will call all      
nations to account and will give dominion to “one like a human being” the Messiah. 
Psalm 93  Ever since the world began, your throne has been established. 
Revelation 1:4b-8  The book of Revelation begins by celebrating the Almighty God, who spans all of time.  Similarly, 
Jesus is celebrated as the first-born from the dead who rules over the world’s rulers.  He is the one whose return we 
eagerly await. 
John 18:33-37  In John’s gospel, the story of Jesus and Pilate presents two different ways of exercising power: through 
force or with love. 
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Worship Notes for November 2021 continued 
 

Sunday, November 28th—First Sunday of Advent 
Advent is about the “coming days.”  God’s people have always lived in great expectation, but that expectation finds 

specific, repeated enunciation in the texts appoint for these four weeks.  The ancients anticipated a “righteous Branch 
to spring up for David.”  The Thessalonians awaited “the coming of our Lord Jesus with all the saints.”  Jesus’              

contemporaries hoped for the time “to stand before the Son of Man.”  With them we eagerly await the coming days: 
another Christmas celebration, a second coming, and the advent of Christ in word and supper. 

Jeremiah 33:14-16  In the Old Testament, “righteousness” often has to do with being faithful in relationship.  God acts 
righteously both in punishing Israel for its sin and in having mercy.  In today’s reading, Jerusalem’s future name—“The 
LORD is our righteousness”—proclaims that God is even now working salvation for Israel. 
Psalm 25:1-10  To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul. 
1 Thessalonians 3:9-13  Upon Timothy’s report from the congregation at Thessalonica, Paul is exuberant with                 
gratitude for them.  In this passage from his letter, Paul voices overflowing thanks, joy, and blessings for the people of 
this growing church. 
Luke 21:25-36  God will fulfill God’s purposes and, already, hidden signs of that fulfillment abound.  On that great day 
there will be dismay, perplexity, confusion, and terror, but God’s people shall be given strength to stand boldly and 
receive God’s promised redemption. 

First Communion Class 

First Communion Classes will be held at 11:00 a.m. Sunday 11/7, 11:00 

a.m. Sunday 11/21, and 6:15 p.m. Wednesday, 11/24 in the Fellowship 

Hall.  Choose one class to attend. This instruction is open to any and all 

people who have not yet received Communion.  If you or your child/children would like 

to participate in this year’s class, forms are available in the office and on our website: 

https://trinitynorthbranch.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/First-Communion-Form-

2021.pdf 

Parents are invited to attend the class with their child or children. Those participating in 

the class will be invited to commune for the first time at our 7:00 pm Thanksgiving Eve 

worship service. Contact Julie or Pastor Jon with questions.  

I want to take a moment to address something more personal with you all.  Some of you may have heard some        

version of what happened earlier this summer in regards to my family’s move and I want to take a brief moment to set 

the record straight.  The only reason we moved is because some events that occurred at our house that jeopardized 

my family’s safety.  The only place we could find on short notice was in White Bear Lake.   That is where we are right 

now.  Due to the nature of the situation we are not comfortable sharing details in a public manner.  If you would like 

to know more please feel free to ask me about it.  

Pastor Jon 

SCRIP Gift Cards: Orders will be placed November 1 and            

December 1. We will call you when your cards arrive; about a week 
later. You pay the face value, and Trinity receives the percentage 
listed beside each vendor. These cards are the same as you would buy 
at each store. Use them as gifts, or to purchase gifts, groceries, gas, 
etc. The form is available on our website, or for more options at                            
shopwithscrip.com, choose Join a Program. Trinity’s code is 
BDE7C8LF12L85. Please call the office with any questions. Thank you! 

Assistant Custodian Job Opening 

David Nelson, our Assistant Custodian, has resigned 
from his position to spend more time with family. A 
huge thank you to David for putting his heart into his 
time at Trinity!  

The open position is 15 hours weekly. The Assistant 
Custodian will provide cleaning and minor building 
maintenance to our facility.  The full job description is 
available on our website at 
https://trinitynorthbranch.org/wp-
content/uploads/2021/10/Assistant-Custodian-10-18-
21.pdf 

 

 

 

Join us for worship at 7 pm                                      
Wednesday, November 24. 

 

Enjoy pie and fellowship                
following the service.  

Daylight saving time ends the first weekend 
in November. Remember to set your clocks 

back one hour before going to sleep on     
Saturday, November 6! 
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FROM THE CHAIR....... 

I asked my 8 year old granddaughter what she thought I should write about for my report 

in November. We talked that it was Thanksgiving, so she said that I should write about 

what I am thankful  for and then she said I should write about what makes me happy. I 

think being thankful and happy go together. I am very thankful for my family and they 

also make me very happy. Who would have thought that still in November we would be 

dealing with COVID and people still losing their lives? I am very thankful that my family 

has been healthy. I feel very sorry for families that will be getting together for Thanksgiving and may 

have lost loved ones this last year due to the pandemic or other health issues.  

I feel thankful that our church has been very blessed during this last year, as we have been financially 

stable during all this time. This hasn’t always been the case with all churches in our synod. We are very 

fortunate to have the generosity of our congregation, Phoenix Academy and the private donations that 

have helped us sustain. As the saying goes, it takes a village.  

When you are in church sometime, please look around and see all that has been accomplished. Also, 

look around to see what also needs to be done to keep our church healthy. By your time, talents and  

on-going giving, you make this happen. I am thankful for all of you. 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus. 

Have a blessed Thanksgiving, 

Linda Born 

Page 6 T RI NI TY  LUT HER A N CHU R CH  

Viking Vittles  

This summer Viking Vittles distributed over 1200 bags of food to families that needed help with their food 

budget.  On Wednesday afternoons from 3:30-5:30 volunteers were at Stacy Lions Park, North Branch 

Central Park and Trinity distributing bags to families that come to pick up the bags.  Each bag contained 

2 breakfast items, 2 lunch items, a can of fruit and/or vegetables as well as 2 snacks.  We were also able 

to distribute string cheese a couple of times per month.  In addition, we also purchased coupons from 

Kwik Trip that were good for bread, milk, eggs and bananas that we were able to give to families once a 

month. 

With the start of school, we were able to have information tables available to parents at Phoenix, the 

Education Center (PK-K), Sunrise River School and the Middle School.  We had our brochure along with 

pictures of what type of items the bags contain.  Parents signed students up with their teachers during 

the welcome back event. 

Once all of the forms were tallied, we had 280 students requesting weekly bags of food.  This is over a 

50% increase from last year. 

We have worked with St. John’s in Stacy for the last couple of years. They have staffed the site at Lions 

Park in Stacy during the summer as well as delivering 56 bags of food to students in need at the Stacy 

Mobile Home Park each week.  With the large increase in participation at the school we asked if they 

would be willing to pack the bags that go to the mobile home park.  Starting Oct. 13th they are handling 

packing the 56 bags each week. 

In addition to the bags of food sent home for the weekend with students PK-5th grade we have            

established a care closet at the Middle School and High School.  These closets contain a variety of food 

items, school supplies and personal care items.  Students are able to “shop” for items they need. 

As you can see the need is great and Trinity is doing much to meet the needs of children in our                         

community. 

Sunrise River has asked for help in putting the bags in student’s backpacks.  This is done on the last day of 

the school week (generally Friday) and takes 2-2 ½ hours.  If this is something you would be willing to do 

once a month, please contact Donna Setter at set123@aol.com or 612-363-5072. 



Like Trinity Lutheran Church on      

facebook, and comment on our 

posts! Updates, Bible Study and 

weekly worship videos are posted 

frequently! 

To the Pawaga Scholarship from the Tanko Family Giving Fund  

To the Kitchen Fund in memory of Irma Ekstrom from Marlene Magnison, Doug & Rita Doble,                   

Jean Fairbanks, Harry & Mary Jo Fleming, Lee & Donna Setter, Karen Nelson, Sue & Denny Gustafson,  

Donna Anderson, Yvonne Johnson 

Undesignated in memory of Irma Ekstrom from Jan & Kirby Ekstrom, Lorraine Wenzel, Evonne Peterson, 

Carol Gustafson, Loren & Jane Magnison, Steve & Shari Denny, Russ & Judy Ramberg, Marjorie Peabody,                             

Norma Magnuson, Keith & Erma Parsons  

To Kitchen Fund in appreciation of all who helped serving food at Tom Fisk’s celebration of life from Kathy Fisk   

To the Roof Fund in memory of Tom Fisk from Kathy Fisk, Karen & James Olson, Caryl & Gary Schmidt  

To the Mortgage Fund in memory of Jim Fairbanks from Loren & Jane Magnison, Duane & Eileen Fisk, Yvonne Johnson, 

Carol Gustafson, Mike & Barb Nelson, Tom & Candi Hals, Bev Otterness, Albert & Ann Tanko, Sue & Denny Gustafson, 

Karen Nelson, Jill Nelson-Decker 

Our weekly worship recording will 
continue to be available each Sunday 
on our facebook page and YouTube 

channel. If you’d like to watch 
“together” from home, tune in at  

8:00 am Sunday mornings !   
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Fare for All is back at Trinity 

Lutheran Church.  The next sales 

will be held 3:30-5:30 pm                        

November 10 and December 8. 

Holiday packs are available both 

of those months. See 

www.fareforall.org for details.  

Viking Vittles Help Needed 

We are looking for some members to help 
with packing Viking Vittles.                                    

If you are able to help, please sign up at 
https://signup.com/go/CPhKcVP or call 

Mary Twitchell at 320-630-5040.   

Serving for the month of 
November 

Barb Nelson 

Mike Nelson 

Bible Study will not be meeting during the month of October. If you’d like to be     
added to the email Bible Study, let Julie know at jmorgan@trinitynorthbranch.org.  

Touching Lives with Christ's Love 

Funds from Phoenix Academy are not only helping to pay down the church mortgage, these funds are also 

being used in our greater community to make a difference in the lives of many people. Each month $1,000 of 

Phoenix funds is set aside to be used for outreach. The Outreach Team recently decide to distribute $1,000 to 

each of the following: 

• Lutheran Disaster Relief for Hurricane Ida relief 

•  A Place for You in Pine City addresses homelessness in East Central Minnesota. (www.apfy.org) 

•  New Pathways Path to Home in Cambridge serves homeless adults with children. Hopefully in the future 

 we will once again be able to house these families in our church.  

 (newpathwaysmn.com/transitional-shelter) 

• THEE Alliance Forgiving Medical Debt brings several Minnesota faith communities together to help families 

 facing financial hardship because of medical debt.  Trinity's $1,000 contribution is able to buy $100,000 

 in medical debt, freeing several families from that burden.  (www.theealliance.org) 

• EDGE and confirmation to encourage and fund outreach activities that are important to our youth. 

• Pastor's discretionary fund to give Pastor Jon the resources to provide some assistance when a gas card 

or  grocery card are just not enough. 

Trinity's generosity in funding outreach makes a huge difference to so many.  

A Widows Group is being formed at Trinity!  

This group will meet 2:00-4:00 p.m. Tuesdays (frequency to be determined by the group) in the community room at       
Ashwood Apartments, 6499 Ash Street, North Branch.  If you are interested in joining or have questions please contact    
Connie Deminsky at 612-916-2084 



38460 Lincoln Trail 

PO Box 447 

North Branch, MN 55056 

Roger Anderson & David Nelson, Custodians 

Rick Olson & Luke Meyer, Cemetery Staff  

Outreach Committee:                                          
Outreach@trinitynorthbranch.org 

Todd Fisk, Church Treasurer 

Missionaries:  Dr. Stephen Swanson family –   
Tanzania 

Our Sister Congregation in Tanzania—Pawaga          

Church Office: 651-674-7047   Church Fax: 651-674-7048 

Church Office Hours:  no scheduled hours at this time 

Sunday Worship:  available  at 6 am Sunday mornings on our 
 facebook page and YouTube. See our website for links.  

Church email: office@trinitynorthbranch.org 

Church website: www.trinitynorthbranch.org 

Pastor Jon Yurk     Cell: 612-231-2111  
 pastor@trinitynorthbranch.org     ext. 12 
Sue Danielzuk, Church Administrator 
  sdanielzuk@trinitynorthbranch.org  ext. 37 
Marie Ray, Director of Youth & Family Ministries 
   mray@trinitynorthbranch.org        ext. 13 
Sarah Krosschell, Sunday School Coordinator 
    skrosschell@trinitynorthbranch.org 
Deb Aulich, Director of Worship and Arts 
                           daulich@trinitynorthbranch.org          ext. 14   
Julie Morgan, Church Office Manager 
                            jmorgan@trinitynorthbranch.org       ext. 10 
Christopher Dehen, Financial Recorder 

  cdehen@trinitynorthbranch.org   

Jaron Roberts, Audio Visual Manager 

  jroberts@trinitynorthbranch.org 

Tyler Olson: Sr. Choir Director  

  tolson@trinitynorthbranch.org    
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