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Pastor’s Page
Friends in Christ,

Trinity Lutheran Church

TRINITY TIDINGS

I hope and pray that all of you are thoroughly enjoying your summer! Even
though it feels, at least to me, that this summer is a bit warmer than usual, it is so
nice to be able to get out and enjoy God’s creation in relative comfort!
As most of you know, we have moved our worship services back inside on Sunday
mornings at 9:00 a.m. It has been so great to be able to worship and have
fellowship together the way we used to. The past couple of Sundays have truly
lifted my soul with seeing so many of you again. Hopefully we will be able to
continue worshipping inside together from here on out. I want to just take a
moment and reiterate that I hope you all have taken the opportunity to get
vaccinated if you are able. It is so sad to see that 96% of hospitalizations and 99.5%
of the deaths that have occurred recently from Covid-19 have been those who
have not been vaccinated. Please protect yourself and our community by getting
vaccinated!
On July 2nd, we had a memorial service for Orv Otterness. At that service I
happened to come across an article he wrote for Trinity’s Tidings in 1978 that the
family brought in. We have decided to reprint that article on page 4 of this
month’s edition. I thoroughly enjoyed reading his article because I am a numbers
guy and, as your pastor, I obviously want to see as many people as possible on
Sunday morning. I hope that all of you find the article meaningful.
I know that there is still some uncertainty about the future concerning the
pandemic. I hope and pray that all of you continue to be safe. There is so much for
us to be grateful for today and always because of Christ’s presence and blessing in
our lives. May you continue to be strengthened and sustained by God’s love and
grace forever and ever. Amen.
God Bless,
Pastor Jon

Summer Worship
Now through September 5th
9:00 a.m. in person worship in the sanctuary.
We will be singing, celebrate communion and have coffee
fellowship following the service. (No pre-registration necessary/sit
where you wish/masks optional.)
Our worship service will be livestreamed vs. pre-recorded. It will be available to view in
“real time” on our YouTube page and then posted to both our Facebook and YouTube
pages at some point following worship to access for viewing later. An email with the
link to view the worship service and an order of service will be emailed to everyone we
have an email address on file for.
Confirmation pictures are on the Narthex table for pick up.

ANNUAL SALAD LUNCHEON
The TWIGS annual Salad Luncheon will be held
Thursday, September 2 from 11am - 12:30pm. We are in
need of volunteers to help with set up, serving and clean up,
and to bring in salads and bars. Call the office at
651-674-7047 if you can help out. Thank you!

EDGE Youth Ministry
A small group attended the mission trip to Luther Park in Danbury, WI, at the end of July. Our
theme was “Around the World” and focused on loving our neighbor and learning about the
different countries where Luther Park International staff have been from. Our theme verse was
"…..I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and
does what is right is acceptable to him.” -Acts 10:34b-35. Youth Leaders will be helping out with
Family Summer in the Son this August and we are grateful for their help! EDGE is looking at kicking
off our school year on Wednesday, September 15, with yard games and fun on the Trinity lawn from 6:30-7:45 p.m.
EDGE Youth Group registration will be available in mid-August. We invite incoming 9th grade families and any other
9-12th grade families interested in joining EDGE to register or reach out to Marie at mray@trinitynorthbranch.org.
Children’s Ministry
Summer in the Son is excited to explore God's beautiful creation family-style this August! We have 14
families registered to enjoy activities, games, and craft stations for two nights at Trinity and two nights
of informal family fellowship at Harder Park. We also have the Scoops Ice Cream Truck to kick off the
first night! T-shirts will be available for registered families to pick up from the table in the Narthex
starting Sunday, August 1. We're looking forward to time together for families to re-connect this
summer. We appreciate the prayers, staff, youth leaders, families, and everyone who helped with our program this
summer!
We're excited to share that Sunday School will be kicking off on Sunday, September 12. We will hand out backpack
tags that day and have our "Blessing of the Backpacks" for students and staff at the 10:00 a.m. service. We
encourage students to bring their backpack from home to the service. Sunday School registration will be available
in mid-August so look for information to be shared then. We are still looking for one more teacher and a few
substitute teachers to help out in classes as needed this year. Reach out to Sarah if you can help
skrosschell@trinitynorthbranch.org
Confirmation
A parent meeting for our 6th & 7th grade student families will be held at 6:30 pm on September 15,
and Confirmation will begin on September 22 for 6th-8th grade students. More information and
registration forms will be available later in August.

Confirmation pictures are on the Narthex table for pick up.
Outreach projects:.

August 29: Be The Change/Noisy Offering
Starting Sunday, August 29 and the fifth Sunday of the month (next fifth Sunday is 10/31/21) the Outreach Team will be
collecting loose change (paper bills and checks also welcome) for charity.
First, we would like to know: What charities do you already support? What would you like collections used for? There are “Noisy
Offering” boxes located on the white tables inside doors 6 & 12 and on the Coffee Table for you to collect your suggestions in.
Second, on Sunday, August 29 bring change for a special collection. The Outreach Team will match funds up to $500.00.
God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday will be celebrated Sunday, September 12th. Part of this day’s projects will be to support
Path to Home families. We already help through the Path Program. When families transition out to their own home we will be
supplying Welcome Home Start-up Baskets. Please see the house display in the Narthex and choose a post-it note with items
to purchase. These items are due September 12th.

Women of the St Paul Area Synod Event
Commissioner Toni Carter from District 4 will be at Luther Memorial church (315 15th Avenue North, South St. Paul,
651-451-2400) on Saturday, August 14th at 10 a.m. Check in starts at 9:30 a.m. Suggested donation of $10.00. Coffee and
refreshments will be served.
Toni Carter will be speaking on the topic “Hindsight is 2020, Lessons Light Our Path.” Toni is active in the Association of MN
Counties, member of board of directors of the National Association of Counties, co-chair of the MN human Services
Performance Council and the Ramsey County Juvenile Detention Alternatives Initiative Stakeholder Committee and chief local
elected official on the Workforce Innovation Board of Ramsey County. She is married to retired St. Paul Police Sergeant Carter
and the mother of Melvin W Carter III, Mayor of St. Paul.
This event is sponsored by the Women of the St. Paul Area Synodical Organization. The event will follow Luther Memorial’s
Covid-19 procedures which include distance sitting and masked if not vaccinated.
Page 2

T R I NI T Y L U T H E R A N C H U R C H

Please consider online giving.

See our website www.trinitynorthbranch.org to give electronically on a one-time or recurring basis.
Select the date and frequency (one time, weekly or monthly) and designate the amount and fund (Unified,
Building, Viking Vittles, Memorial or Other.) Changes can easily be made at any time.
Offering can also be mailed to Trinity Lutheran Church, PO Box 447, North Branch, MN 55056.
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“One Hour”
What is one hour? 60 minutes or 3600 seconds, which doesn’t seem very long. But to some people, an hour is
a lifetime when you are waiting for a certain time to come. Take this one hour and ask someone if they can
afford to use this one hour out of every week to spend for God’s worship and some will say “I’m too busy,” or
“I just can’t get it into my schedule” and they go on and on. But if a person would just think of all the hours
given you in a week it’s quite a small percentage of your time. God, in a week, gives you 7 days in which there
are 24 hours a day or 168 hours or 10,080 minutes which amount to less than .006% of your while week. Now,
when you consider an hour of every week to listen to what the Lord would have you do for him, it’s not really
very much. But I think all of us tend to feel we are always too busy.
Let’s look at this in another way. If the Lord says you work 8 hours a day, sleep 8 hours a day, that leaves 8
hours to eat, play and that’s quite a bit of time— so if you get 7 days of the 8 hours for work, 8 hours for sleep
and 8 hours for yourself, in 7 days you have 56 hours to do whatever you want, so if you take one hour from
the 56 hours, you still would have only used about 1.5% of your relaxing time. Now there are a few people
who spend a lot of their time for the Lord—or who think they spend a great deal of their time for the work of
the Lord. But when you add up all the hours, it probably is few in the eyes of the Lord who gives you the 7
days for the week, which probably most of us take for granted.
Look back to the years when this country was being started by immigrants from other countries and they had
to clear and grub all this land with their hands and horses, seeded their fields by hand and reaped their
harvest by hand and still had time to build their churches. They were great ancestors and should we let them
think we don’t need the church. They probably spent all Sunday working building the church for them to
have a place where they could go on Sunday to give the Lord at least one hour. Let us all give that hour and
more.
Orv Otterness
September, 1972

To submit a prayer chain prayer
request or to be added to the email
recipient list, please call the office or
email office@trinitynorthbranch.org.

“Christ in Our Home” daily devotionals for
July, August, September have arrived. Large
and regular print books are available.

Please email articles for the
September Trinity Tidings to
office
@trinitynorthbranch.org
by August 15. Thank you!
Our weekly worship service will
continue to be available each Sunday
on our facebook page and YouTube
channel. If you’d like to watch
“together” from home, tune in at 9:00
am Sunday mornings!
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Serving for the month of
August
Evonne Peterson
Vonnie Johnson
Like Trinity Lutheran Church on
facebook, and comment on our
posts! Updates, Bible Study
and weekly worship videos are
posted frequently!
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I know everyone always says this, but I can’t believe that it is August already. Where did the summer go?
This has been one of the most hot/humid and dry summers that I can remember. The temps and no rain
have been so many days in a row. I can’t imagine how it would have been in bible times where they had
droughts and they could not grow their crops to feed their families. We are fortunate that when we are
going through a drought, we have other alternatives to get our food and such. Thanks to the people who
volunteer to help with the Vikings Vittles to get the food to families in need. If you get a chance to ever help
out this summer, it will fill your heart with joy to see how happy and thankful the families receiving the
food are.
My thoughts and prayers go out to the people who have been affected by the wild fires and the recent
flooding. How do you recover from something like that? I give a lot of credit to the people who have their faith and look
forward instead of backward and pick up the pieces and go on. I need to remember these people when I think that my
troubles are many, as there are always people who have a lot more to bear and they go on. We can all do great things with our
faith in God.
For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord,
plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. Jeremiah 29:11
God’s Blessings, Linda Born

Did you know Trinity has a Prayer Shawl ministry?
The person making the shawl begins each shawl with prayers and blessings for the
recipients, and intentions are continued through completion of the shawl. If you know of
someone who would like a prayer shawl, or if you would like to knit or crochet prayer
shawls, please email jmorgan@trinitynorthbranch.org, or call the office at 651-674-7047.
Our Women’s Bible Study is
meeting again! Join them on
Thursday mornings at 8:30 am at
church. They will be meeting in the
air conditioned Fellowship Hall!

Undesignated in memory of Allan Sissala from
Eileen Goetzke
To the Unified Fund in memory of Lu Dresel
from Mary Levine

Looking to get a punch on your Stewardship card???
A year of learning new ways of living, worshiping, and loving has past. We have become masters of our
inner growth! Let's keep that self growth going with singing with Senior Choir! That's right, we are back at it
come Fall at our 8am time slot! We are taking you as you are and have a very flexible schedule! If you are
even remotely interested, or even if you aren't - email Tyler or Deb anyways. They will ease your mind of all
the reasons you have come up with as to why you can't make this fit in your schedule! Once you join you
will be mad at yourself for not coming on board sooner! And remember, God made each and every one of
your voices... I think you see where we are going here!

Funeral Volunteers: We are creating an updated list of volunteers who could be called on to help out when we have
funeral luncheons. If you'd like to be added to the list, please reply or call the office with your email address and phone
number, and we will add you to the group list. This is not a commitment to work every funeral, but to be asked if you are
available to help out. We will continue to email the congregation for donations of bars. We also need help with the Hot
Dish prep. Please contact Julie by replying to this email or calling 651-674-7047 with any questions or to be added to the
list to support this ministry.
We are also in need of Altar Guild volunteers. They work in groups of two (couples are welcome!) to keep our
sanctuary looking great, and change paraments when necessary. Each group signs up for a certain month, and
coordinate a time to clean once a week during their month. This is an important ministry, with minimal time
commitment. If you are interested in helping out or have questions, please reply or call Julie at 651-674-7047.

Viking Vittles Help Needed
We are looking for some members to help with packing Viking
Vittles. We pack on Wednesday at 10:15. Up to 4 people from the
same household can pack at a table. If you are able to help, please
sign up at https://signup.com/go/CPhKcVP or call Mary Twitchell
at 320-630-5040.
Viking Vittles pick up is from 3:30-5:30 pm each Wednesday at
Trinity, Central Park, and Lions Park in Stacy. Spread the word!
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Fare for All is back inside at
Trinity Lutheran Church. The
time has changed to 3:30-5:30
pm. The next sales will be held
August 11 & September 15. See
www.fareforall.org for details.
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Worship Notes for August 2021
Sunday, August 1st—Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
Apparently not satisfied by Jesus’ feeding of thousands, some who were there press him for a sign of his
power; perhaps it is daily manna they want. As always inJohn’s gospel when people want a sign, Jesus offers
himself. He is the bread come from heaven to give life to the world. He calls us to come to him and believe in
him, and through that relationship to know the one who sent him.
Exodus 16:2-4, 9-15 A food crisis becomes a faith crisis for the Israelites in the wilderness. The hungry
people forget God’s saving work in the exodus, and they wish for the food they had in Egypt. Nevertheless,
God miraculously meets their needs, with manna for bread and quail for meat.
Psalm 78:23-29 God rained down manna from heaven; so mortals ate the bread of angels.
Ephesians 4:1-16 Christians share fundamental unity and diversity. Our unity consists in the one body, one
Spirit, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, and one God. Our diversity is expressed in various forms of ministry
whose goal is equipping the saints and building up Christ’s one body.
John 6:24-35 Many of the five thousand people Jesus fed in the wilderness continued to follow him
throughout the countryside. Jesus challenges them to consider the real nature of their request.
Sunday, August 8th—Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
Jesus says that the bread he gives for the life of the world is his flesh, and whoever eats this bread has eternal
life now and will be raised on the last day. In Ephesians Paul tells us what this life Jesus gives us looks like,
this life we live as those marked with the seal of the Holy Spirit in baptism. We live in love, as Christ loved us
and gave himself up for us. The whole purpose of life is giving yourself for the other.
1 Kings 19:4-8 First Kings chapter 18 describes the contest between Elijah and the prophets of Baal. The
contest proves that the LORD is God, and afterward Elijah orders the killing of the Baal prophets. Angered by
the deaths of her prophets, Queen Jezebel threatens to kill Elijah. This reading finds Elijah fleeing, fatigued,
and in utter despair.
Psalm 34:1-8 Taste and see that the LORD is good.
Ephesians 4:25-5:2 Christians are called to be imitators of God. This does not mean Christians are perfect.
Rather, the Spirit is at work in our lives so that our actions and attitudes genuinely reflect the love and
forgiveness we have received through Christ and his death.
John 6:35, 41-51 After feeding more than five thousand people in the wilderness, Jesus teaches them
regarding the true significance of this remarkable sign.
Sunday, August 15th—Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
Wisdom prepares a feast, sets her table, and invites all to come and eat her bread and drink her wine. The
first chapter of John’s gospel owes much to the biblical tradition that imagined Wisdom as existing before
anything was created and having a role in the work of creation. Christ, the wisdom of God today invites us to
eat his flesh and drink his blood. John’s gospel includes no account of the institution of the Lord’s supper, but
here we can’t help hearing Jesus’ words as an invitation to the meal of bread and wine we share.
Proverbs 9:1-6 Wisdom is portrayed as a woman who invites people to partake of her banquet. Just as
ordinary food is necessary for physical life, Wisdom’s food—insight and understanding—is necessary for
fullness of life with God. Partaking of Wisdom’s banquet is the way to life.
Psalm 34:9-14 Those who seek the LORD lack nothing that is good.
(continued)
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Worship Notes for August 2021 continued
Sunday, August 15th—Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost, continued
Ephesians 5:15-20 True wisdom integrates our new reality in Christ with our Christian fellowship and daily
conduct. Because we are filled with the Spirit, Christians regularly rejoice together, give thanks to God for one
another, and care for one another. In this way we revere our Lord Jesus Christ.
John 6:51-58 In John’s gospel, the feeding of the five thousand leads to extended teaching in which Jesus
identifies himself as the true “bread of life.” Finally, in these verses, he makes a connection that would not be
understood until after his death, in light of the church’s celebration of holy communion.
Sunday, August 22nd—Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
In today’s gospel many people take offense at Jesus’ invitation to eat his flesh and drink his blood; even many
of Jesus’ disciples peel off. This is the backdrop in John’s gospel for Peter’s confession of faith, “To whom can
we go?” asks Peter, in words we sometimes sing just before the gospel is read: “You have the words of eternal
life.” In order to take such a stand, as Peter and Joshua did, Paul tells us to arm ourselves with the word of
God. We pray in the Spirit that we might be bold ambassadors of the gospel.
Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18 In the Near East, covenant means “agreement” or “alliance.” It describes relationships
and is the primary word used to characterize the relationship between God and Israel. By delivering Israel,
God has already begun the relationship, Joshua calls upon the people to respond.
Psalm 34:15-22 The eyes of the LORD are upon the righteous.
Ephesians 6:10-20 Like a general giving a rousing speech to troops before battle, this letter closes by calling on
Christians to be equipped for spiritual warfare against evil. The full armor of God includes truth,
righteousness, peace, faith, the gift of salvation, and the word of God inspired by the Spirit.
John 6:56-69 The “hard saying” that offends Jesus’ disciples is his claim that his followers must eat his flesh
and drink his blood. The followers who return to their old lives know something about how odd this sounds.
Simon Peter, on the other hand, knows something about the scarcity of living, gracious words. He asks the
most important question: “To whom shall we go?”
Sunday, August 29th—Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Jesus protests against human customs being given the weight of divine law, while the essence of God’s law is
ignored. True uncleanness comes not from external things, but from the intentions of the human heart. Last
week Jesus told us “the words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life.” Now James says God has given us
birth by the word of truth. We who were washed in the word when we were born in the font return to it every
Sunday to ask God to create in us clean hearts.
Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9 The Israelites believed the law was a divine gift that provided guidelines for living out
the covenant. Moses commands the people to obey the law and to neither add to nor subtract from it. The
Israelites are also to teach the law to their children and their children’s children.
Psalm 15 LORD, who may dwell in your tabernacle?
James 1:17-27 The letter of James was intended to provide first-century Christians with instruction in godly
behavior. Here Christians are encouraged to listen carefully and to act on what they hear, especially by caring
for those least able to care for themselves.
Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 Mark’s gospel depicts Jesus as challenging traditional ways in which religious people
determine what is pure or impure. For Jesus, the observance of religious practices cannot become a
substitute for godly words or deeds that spring from a faithful heart.
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Partners in Ministry: The People of Trinity
Church Office: 651-674-7047 Church Fax: 651-674-7048
Church Office Hours: no scheduled hours at this time
Sunday Worship: available at 6 am Sunday mornings on our
facebook page and YouTube. See our website for links.
Church email: office@trinitynorthbranch.org
Church website: www.trinitynorthbranch.org
Pastor Jon Yurk Cell: 612-231-2111
pastor@trinitynorthbranch.org
Sue Danielzuk, Church Administrator
sdanielzuk@trinitynorthbranch.org
Marie Ray, Director of Youth & Family Ministries
mray@trinitynorthbranch.org
Sarah Krosschell, Sunday School Coordinator
skrosschell@trinitynorthbranch.org
Deb Aulich, Director of Worship and Arts
daulich@trinitynorthbranch.org
Julie Morgan, Church Office Manager
jmorgan@trinitynorthbranch.org
Christopher Dehen, Financial Recorder
cdehen@trinitynorthbranch.org
Jaron Roberts, Audio Visual Manager
jroberts@trinitynorthbranch.org
Tyler Olson, Sr. Choir Director
tolson@trinitynorthbranch.org

ext. 12
ext. 37
ext. 13

Roger Anderson & David Nelson, Custodians
Rick Olson & Luke Meyer, Cemetery Staff
Outreach Committee:
Outreach@trinitynorthbranch.org
Todd Fisk, Church Treasurer
Missionaries: Dr. Stephen Swanson family –
Tanzania
Our Sister Congregation in Tanzania—Pawaga
Church Council Members:
Linda Born, Council Chair
Chris Judson, Council Vice-Chair
Dennis Aulich, Lucas Edson,
Rosanne Johnson, Gary Porath, Stan Sjodahl,
Ann Tanko, Vicky Trampe,

ext. 14
ext. 10

Are you receiving the Tidings by
e-mail and by regular mail?
To reduce our expenses and receive
only the email version, contact Julie at
jmorgan@trinitynorthbranch.org

