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May 2021 

 

Pastor’s Page 
Friends in Christ, 
 
Christ is Risen!  Alleluia! 
 
I hope and pray that all of you were able to celebrate Easter this year in a 
meaningful way.  I can’t tell you how grateful I was to be able to celebrate with 
some of you in-person.  I know that it is not what we would like worship to be 
yet, but for me, just having anyone in the pews for service is a joy.  I also know 
that many of you are still holding off coming to worship until we are past the 
restrictions we have and can once again sing and have coffee hour again, and I 
completely understand.  I have to say I cannot wait until we can safely sing and 
talk together here in our building once again, and I have heard the same from 
a lot of you!  We are almost there, and I take solace in that for the time being. 
 
To say this past year has been frustrating would obviously be an                      
understatement.  But I do believe that there is so much we have learned about 
ourselves and our community of faith during this tremendous struggle that 
gives me so much hope for the future.  Despite all of the restrictions, fear, and 
scrambling to figure out life in the midst of pandemic, I have found the         
generosity and commitment to the mission and ministry of our congregation to 
be uplifting in so many ways.  Even in the darkest moments, your steadfastness 
and support have helped us all weather the storm.  I truly believe that the      
Holy Spirit has strengthened our resolve and commitment during these        
troubling times.   
 
On Easter Sunday, we once again heard the story of the women approaching 
the tomb.  They were afraid and grieving.  They didn’t even know how they 
would roll away the heavy stone that sealed the entrance of where Jesus was 
supposed to be!  It is here, in the midst of their fear and sorrow, that the        
ultimate message of hope was delivered to all humankind.  He is not here, he 
has risen!  I cling to that hope each and every day.  Right here, right now, in the 
midst of our fear, separation, and sorrow, we are told once again to not be 
afraid, because Christ lives!    
 
God Bless, 
Pastor Jon  

 Thank-you for your generosity! 
Thank-you so much for your generous Easter memorials given in 
memory or in honor of loved ones!  This year those gifts were 
designated to the North Branch food shelf.  Your gifts totaled 
just over $3000!  With the $1000 match from Outreach funds, 
we were able to give the North Branch food shelf checks        
totaling over $4000!  This is amazing!  So many people who are 
facing food insecurity will be helped. Thanks be to God! 

See insert for in-person 
worship information! 



Children's Ministry:  
We had a fun Easter Egg Hunt and Palm Branch Parade on Palm Sunday with Sunday School 
youth and families! Thank you to the families that joined and to the EDGE youth that helped! 
Family Sunday School has also kicked off. We're meeting a few times this spring for a quick 
lesson, craft/activity, and prayer. Contact Sarah with questions or to register                             
skrosschell@trinitynorthbranch.org. We also plan to bless and honor the 5th grade                       
Sunday School graduates on Sunday, May 16, at 10:00 worship. Please let Marie know if 
your family plans to attend the 5th grade graduation. mray@trinitynorthbranch.org  

 FROM THE CHAIR....... 

We have a picture in our living room of two eagles soaring over some mountains and a    

waterfall in the background. The verse says, “God grant me the strength of eagles’ wings,  

the faith and courage to fly to new heights and the wisdom to rely on His Spirit to carry me 

there.”  I think we have needed strength this past year to get through the pandemic and 

have had to have faith and courage to make choices that have not been easy for any of us. 

We will always be able to rely on God to get us through these times. Please keep in your 

prayers the people that we have lost this past year and reach out to those who have not been able to get out 

as much due to the COVID restrictions.  

But those who trust in the Lord will find new strength. They will soar high on wings like eagles.                               

They will run and not grow weary. They will walk and not faint. (Isaiah 40:31) 

God’s Blessings, 

Linda Born 

Children & Youth Ministry News 

EDGE Youth Ministry:  

Thank you to the EDGE youth that helped prep the Sunday School Family Easter Egg 

Hunt on Palm Sunday! EDGE is back to meeting again on Wednesdays. We had a nice 

spring day and were able to do roadside cleanup one weekend in April. Senior     

Recognition Sunday is being planned for May 23, at 10:00 worship and invites were 

mailed and/or emailed out to families with further details. If you have a graduate and 

did not receive the mailing, please contact Marie, mray@trinitynorthbranch.org. We have a large group 

of seniors in our EDGE family and we're so proud of all of the ways they have been a part of the Trinity 

community through the years. This group of seniors has been a blessing by serving in a number of ways, 

including Sunday School teachers, Summer in the Son youth leaders, packing Viking Vittles, nursery,     

coffee hours, soup luncheons, Easter breakfasts, worship assistance, sound room, scripture reading,     

worship music, and more! God has blessed this group with many gifts and we're excited to see where 

God leads them on the next part of their journey! They will all be missed. May God bless the Class of 2021!  

To be designated in memory of Tom Fisk from Kathleen Eastland  

Undesignated in memory of Mike Severs from Mike & Barb Nelson 

Undesignated in memory of Judy Stake (Karen Nelson’s sister) from Bonnie Nelson & Karen Nelson  

To Music Fund in honor of Barb Nelson’s birthday from Erwin Janssen  

To the Building Mortgage in memory of Orv Otterness from Dan & Sandra Johnson 

Undesignated in memory of Karen Nelson’s sister Judy Stake & sister in law Elaine Nelson from                     

Ted & Jody Nemetz 
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“Christ in Our Home” daily devotionals for April, May & June  have arrived. Large and regular print books are available. 

If you’d like a copy, email jmorgan@trinitynorthbranch.org or leave a message for Julie at 651-674-7047 to pickup.   



See our website www.trinitynorthbranch.org to give electronically on a one-time or recurring basis.             
Select the date and frequency (one time, weekly or monthly) and designate the amount and fund (Unified, 
Building, Viking Vittles, Memorial or Other.)  Changes can easily be made at any time. 
 

Offering can also be mailed to Trinity Lutheran Church, PO Box 447, North Branch, MN 55056. 
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Please consider online giving. 



Online Worship Services 
One of the ways we have tried to stay connected is by including videotapes of a variety of individuals 
and families from our congregation reading scripture, leading the Lord’s Prayer or sharing special music.    
Getting to “see and hear” other members of our congregational family is a highlight of the online       
worship service for many.   
 

Please let Deb know if you’d be willing to participate in this way in our online worship services.  Email her at:           
daulich@trinitynorthbranch.org and she will put you in the schedule and help you make your recording happen.  Most 
people record their videos in their own homes/yards using their cell phone.  If that isn’t possible, we can arrange for 
another way to enable you to participate. Thank-you for your continued support of the worship life at Trinity Lutheran! 

Worship Notes for May 2021 
 

Sunday, May 2nd/Fifth Sunday of Easter 
This Sunday’s image of how the risen Christ shares his life with us is the image of the vine.   

Christ the vine and we the branches are alive in each other, in the mystery of mutual abiding described in the 
gospel and the first letter of John.  Baptism makes us a part of Christ’s living and life-giving self and makes us 

alive with Christ’s life.  As the vine brings food to the branches, Christ feeds us at his table.  
We are sent out to bear fruit for the life of the world. 

Acts 8:26-40  Led by the Spirit, Philip encounters an Ethiopian official who is returning to his African home 
after having been to Jerusalem to worship.  Philip uses their encounter to proclaim the gospel to him.  Upon 
coming to faith in Jesus, he is baptized by Philip. 
Psalm 22:25-31  All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD. 
1 John 4:7-21  We love God and others because God first loved us.  We cannot say we love God, whom we 
have not seen, while hating fellow Christians, whom we regularly see.  Love toward God is to be matched by 
love toward others because the essence of God is love. 
John 15:1-8  On the night of his arrest, Jesus taught his disciples about the relationship they would have with 
him.  Those who abide in his word and love bear fruit, for apart from him, they can do nothing. 
 

Sunday, May 9th/Sixth Sunday of Easter 
This Sunday’s image of the life of the risen Christ shares with us the image of friendship.   

We are called to serve others as Jesus came to serve; but for John’s gospel, the image of servanthood is too      
hierarchical, too distant, to capture the essence of life with Christ.  Friendship captures the love, the joy, the deep 
mutuality of the relationship into which Christ invites us.  The Greeks believed that true friends are willing to die 
for each other.  This is the mutual love of Christian community commanded by Christ and enabled by the Spirit. 

Acts 10:44-48  While Peter shares the good news of Jesus with a Gentile soldier and his family, the Holy Spirit 
comes upon them.  Recognizing that the Spirit works inclusively in the lives of both Jews and Gentiles, Peter 
commands that these Gentiles also be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.   
Psalm 98  Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands. 
1 John 5:1-6  God’s children believe that Jesus is the Messiah and love God by keeping God’s                    
commandments.  Thus the world is conquered not through military might but through love and faith. 
John 15:9-17  On the night of his arrest, Jesus delivers a final testimony to his disciples to help them in the 
days ahead.  Here, he repeats the most important of all his commands, that they love one another. 
 

Sunday, May 16th/Seventh Sunday of Easter 
The gospel for Easter’s seventh Sunday is always taken from the long prayer Jesus prays for his followers in 

John’s gospel on the night before his death, and always includes Jesus’ desire that his followers will be one as he 
and the Father are one.  This oneness is not mere doctrinal agreement or institutional unity, but mutual abiding, 

interpenetrating life, mutual love, and joy.  This oneness is the work of the Spirit whom we have received         
but also await.  Come, Holy Spirit! 

Acts 1:15-17, 21-26  In the days between Jesus’ ascension and Pentecost, Peter oversees the process    
whereby one of the members of the community of believers is chosen to be the twelfth apostle, in order to fill 
the vacancy created by Judas’ treachery and death. 
Psalm 1  The LORD knows the way of the righteous. 
1 John 5:9-13  God has borne witness to the gift of eternal life in Jesus Christ.  Whoever believes in the Son 
of God believes in the witness of God and has the promise of eternal life. 
John 17:6-19  In this reading the church hears Jesus’ words on the night before his death—his prayer for his 
disciples and for all who would believe in him through their words.                                       (continued) 
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Like Trinity Lutheran Church on 

facebook, and comment on our 

posts! Updates, Bible Study        

and weekly worship videos are 

posted frequently! 

If you do not have email, and would like to receive a bulletin by mail each week, please call the 

office at  651-674-7047 and leave a message for Julie to add you to the mailing list.   

Our weekly worship recording will 
continue to be available at 6:00 am 
each Sunday on our facebook page 

and YouTube channel. If you’d like to 
watch “together” from home, tune in 

at 9:00 am Sunday mornings!   

Worship Notes for May 2021 continued 
 

 Sunday, May 23rd/Day of Pentecost 
Fifty days after Easter, we celebrate the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost.  Crossing all boundaries       

that would separate us, the Spirit brings the wideness of God’s mercy to places we least expect it—to a crowd of 
strangers of different lands and tongues, to dry bones, to our weak hearts.  Jesus promises his disciples that       

they will be accompanied by the Holy Spirit, and that this Spirit reveals the truth.  We celebrate that we too have 
been visited with this same Spirit.  Guided by the truth, we join together in worship, and then disperse to share the 

fullness of Christ’s love with the world. 
Acts 2:1-21  Originally Pentecost was a Jewish thanksgiving-type festival celebrated seven weeks after        
Passover. On this particular Pentecost, however, the Holy Spirit is poured out upon the entire community of 
believers just as Jesus had promised and the scriptures had prophesied.  Empowered by the Spirit, the entire 
community bears witness to God’s activity in multiple languages. 
Ezekiel 37:1-14  The Hebrew word rendered as ruach means “spirit,” “wind,” or “breath.”  This reading plays on 
the different meanings of the word.  Just as the dry bones of Ezekiel’s vision are given new life, flesh, and 
breath (or spirit), so God will give the exiles God’s own spirit and will bring them home to the land of Israel. 
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b  Send forth your Spirit and renew the face of the earth. 
Romans 8:22-27  By pouring the Holy Spirit into our hearts, God gives us the promised first fruit of eternal life 
so that we await God’s future in hope.  In the meantime, the Spirit also intercedes for us by carrying the prayers 
of our weak human hearts to God. 
John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15  While speaking to his disciples before his death, Jesus refers to the Holy Spirit as 
“the Helper” and describes the difference the Spirit will make in their lives and in the world. 
 

Sunday, May 30th/The Holy Trinity/First Sunday after Pentecost 
When we say God is the triune God, we are saying something about who God is beyond, before, and after the  

universe: that there is community within God.  Our experience of this is reflected in Paul’s words today.  When we 
pray to God as Jesus prayed to his Abba (an everyday, intimate parental address), the Spirit prays within us,      

creating between us and God the same relationship Jesus has with the one who sent him. 
Isaiah 6:1-8  This reading narrates Isaiah’s vision of the Lord surrounded by angels.  They sing “Holy, holy,    
holy,” a song the church sings at the beginning of the great thanksgiving.  This liturgical text invites the church 
and all creation to sing in praise of God’s glory.  That glory is God’s mercy toward sinners. 
Psalm 29  Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness. 
Romans 8:12-17  In describing the new life of faith, Paul refers to all three persons of the Trinity: the Spirit 
leads us to recognize that we are children of God the Father and joint heirs with Christ the Son. 
John 3:1-17  Jesus’ miracles prompt Nicodemus to visit him in secrecy.  Jesus tells him about being born of  
the Spirit and about the Son who has been sent by God to save. 
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Fare for All is back at Trinity 

Lutheran Church.  This is an all 

outdoor drive-thru version. The 

time has changed to 3:30-5:30 

pm. The next sales will be held 

May 12 & June 16. See 

www.fareforall.org for details.  

Viking Vittles Help Needed 

We are looking for some members to help 
with packing Viking Vittles. We pack on 
Wednesday at 10:15. Up to 4 people from 
the same household  can pack at a table. If 
you are able to help, please sign up at 
https://signup.com/go/CPhKcVP or call 
Mary Twitchell at 320-630-5040.   
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We have begun in-person worship.  
This could change to an outdoor service or be cancelled based on local case numbers.                               

Worship services will continue to be posted online on facebook and YouTube. 
 

Pre-registration is required - see details and link below.  
COVID-19 Guidelines for Trinity Lutheran Church In-person Worship 

“Ascribe to the LORD the glory of his name; worship the LORD in holy splendor.”  Psalm 29:2 
 

 Trinity’s Safety Team is continually monitoring the infection rate in Chisago/Isanti counties and all MDH 
and CDC recommendations. These, and the safety of our community, guide decision making for in person 
worship.  We will worship at 8:00 & 10:00 am through May 23. 
  

In thankfulness for the gift to worship and out of loving concern for all in our community, we choose to 
follow these guidelines for attending in person worship at Trinity Lutheran Church. 
 

Face masks will be worn in the church building at all times.  They will fully cover a person’s mouth and 
nose. (Face shields are not a suitable replacement for a good fitting face mask.)  Pastor Jon will remove 
his face mask when he speaks during the service.  
 

If you are sick, have a fever, present any COVID-19 symptoms, or have any underlying health conditions, 
please stay home and view the worship service online.  This includes staff and volunteers. 
 

Due to distancing requirements, there are 30 places where we can seat families/couples/
individuals.  These are marked with Xs on the pews. Please register by Thursday at 6:00 p.m. if you plan to 
attend Sunday morning worship. This will allow us time to prepare communion and to add a worship 
time/s if registrations fill up. To maintain required distancing, group size is limited to 6 per pew. Groups 
larger than six will need to register for multiple groups.  Go to https://rsvp.church/r/4YIkEJ2Q to register. 
This link is also available on Trinity’s website.  You may also leave a message with Julie in the church office 
at 651-674-7047.   
 

The doors to the church building will open 15 minutes prior to worship.  As you arrive, please keep a    
distance of at least 6 feet from those who are not a part of your household.  A wave and “smile with your 
eyes” are encouraged vs a hand shake or hug!  We are asking everyone, no matter your age, to keep in 
mind these 6 feet of physical distancing at all times so that everyone can feel comfortable and safe.  Hand 
sanitizer will be available at the entrances and we ask that you limit the number of surfaces you touch.                                                                         
 

When you arrive in the building, an usher or greeter will check your name on the registration sheet in case 
the need for contact tracing arises and direct you to the sanctuary.  An usher will direct you to your 
seat.  (Please take any coats or jackets into the sanctuary with you instead of hanging them up in the   
narthex.)  To help with airflow, windows in the sanctuary will be open as much as possible so you may 
want a sweater or jacket. 
 

The service will be somewhat abbreviated as there will not be any group singing for now and limited      
spoken responses.  Communion will not be a part of the service in the way that it was.  The nursery/
childcare and Prayground and children’s worship/busy bags will not be available.  
 

There won’t be a fellowship/coffee hour before or after the worship service.  Please engage in                
conversations with those not in your household outside and physically distanced. 
 

 Restrooms will be open for emergency use only. 
 

Please email jmorgan@trinitynorthbranch,org or leave Julie a message at 651-674-7047 with questions. 


