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Friends in Christ,
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TRINITY TIDINGS

I hope and pray that the start of 2021 has been going well for all of you. It is still hard
to believe that 2020 is finally over and that we have come through so much over the
past year. I know that all of us are eager and hopeful for a return to normalcy as soon
as possible. Hopefully vaccines will roll out quickly and we can enjoy one another’s
company safely again. I know all of us are eager to come back together. The safety
team and council will continue to monitor recommendations from the governor and
public heath, as well as infection rates in our area. We will communicate any possible
changes in our worship schedule as soon as possible.
I also want to remind everyone that we will be having our annual meeting virtually on
Sunday, February 14th at 11 AM through Zoom. We will also be doing a practice run
at the same time on February 7th. Detailed information and instructions are included
in these Tidings. Again, if you have any questions or difficulties navigating zoom,
please contact us. The Lenten season also begins with Ash Wednesday on
February 17th. More details will be coming soon about our plans for Lent this year.
I have to say that I am filled with hope for this new year. We have endured
tremendous struggles over the past year. It hasn’t been easy, but we will continue to
persevere. I want to leave you with a brief passage from Paul’s letter to the Romans.
“Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our
hearts by the Holy Spirit [which] was given to us.” Romans 5:5. The Spirit has been
given to us and will continue to give us strength and comfort as we embark on our
2021 journey together.
God Bless,
Pastor Jon

This year’s Annual Meeting will be held at 11:00 am on Sunday, February 14.
This meeting will be held virtually over zoom. Detailed information is found in
the newsletter insert.
To know that we will have a quorum, and to send out the zoom links, we will
need you to RSVP this year. Please RSVP by February 12 (February 5 for the
February 7 trial run) by contacting Julie at jmorgan@trinitynorthbranch.org or
651-674-7047 and your email address will be added to the mailing list for the
meeting link. Annual Reports will be emailed prior to the meeting.
If you do not have internet access, please call 651-674-7047 and leave a
message for Julie with your name and phone number, and we will be in touch
with you prior to the meeting with instructions on how to join by phone.
If you would like an Annual Report mailed to you, please let Julie know.

Children & Youth Ministry News
Children's Ministry:
Sunday School families will have another outdoor pick up on February 10, with goodies
to lead them through the Lent Season. We loved having our Hot Cocoa Luncheon last
year so this year we're preparing a "Hot Cocoa To Go" goodie bag with a hot cocoa
packet, treat, and fun crafts for families to enjoy at home. We're also creating "Lent in a
Bag" with tangible, symbolic items for families to use for reflection throughout the Lent
season. Each family will receive "The Jesus Storybook Bible" with daily stories leading
them through Lent.
EDGE Youth Ministry:
EDGE continues to meet online for weekly fellowship, discussions, and games. EDGE
families will have another outdoor pick up on February 10. Each family will receive
"Lent in a Bag" with tangible, symbolic items to use for reflection throughout the Lent
season with our group. We'll also journey along together with a Lenten devotional.

FROM THE CHAIR.......
Since this will be my last article as president of the congregation, I would like to share a
portion of a devotion I read awhile back.
"Martin Rinkart was a Lutheran minister who ministered in Saxony, Germany, during the
Thirty Year’s War and plague of the 1600s. All around him was death and despair. To
sustain his spirits and those of his people, he wrote a powerful hymn of thanksgiving-Now Thank We All Our God. It may be the only known hymn to include the word
“perplexed,” for in the second stanza, Rinkart prayed, “O may this bounteous God…
keep us in his grace and guide us when perplexed.”
To say this past year was "perplexing" goes without saying. It was many things we had not experienced or
maybe even felt before. And it, of course, has followed us into 2021. But we go forward in hope - hope of a
vaccine, of school starting up, restaurants open at 50%, hope of returning to in person worship, hope of
returning to "normal" a little bit at a time and most importantly hope in our amazing God. I have typed up
the first verse of “Now Thank We All Our God” below.

Now thank we all our God
With heart and hands and voices,
Who wondrous things has done,
In whom his world rejoices;
Who from our mother’s arms
Has blessed us on our way
With countless gifts of love,
And still is ours today.
(One License #A-732782 / CCLI License #529425 )
I hope to see many of you at the Annual Meeting February 14th at 11AM via Zoom!
In His Grip,
Ann Tanko, Council Chair
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Please consider online giving

The church office is closed for the 'Stay at Home' order. Staff are working remotely, and can be reached by
email or voicemail. See the back page of the Tidings for staff contact information.
See our website www.trinitynorthbranch.org to give electronically on a one-time or recurring basis.
Select the date and frequency (one time, weekly or monthly) and designate the amount and fund (Unified,
Building, Viking Vittles, Memorial or Other.) Changes can easily be made at any time.
Offering can also be mailed to Trinity Lutheran Church, PO Box 447, North Branch, MN 55056.
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We welcome Jaron Roberts to our staff! Jaron has
filled our new Audio Visual Manager position!
I'm Jaron, the new AV Manager. I've been assisting the
church with their online worship services since early 2020.
I've worked in the IT field for a little over 8 years but I've
always had an interest in art, film, and photography. Lately
I've been transferring VHS tapes to digital, taking 35mm
portraits, and playing online video games with friends/
family. I look forward to working more with the church and
finally getting to meet some of you. Thanks!
Pastor Jon has a video Bible Study available weekday
mornings on our facebook page and on YouTube.
To receive instructions for our weekly online Zoom Bible
Study, contact Pastor Jon at pastor @trinitynorthbranch.org
for login & password information.
Thrivent Choice Dollars

If you have a Thrivent product, you may have earned Thrivent Choice Dollars. Trinity Lutheran Church is an
eligible recipient of these funds. To direct Thrivent Choice Dollars, login to your online Thrivent account,
click the "What We Offer" tab, "Generosity," "Thrivent Choice Dollars," and "Direct Choice Dollars."
Thrivent Choice Dollars earned in 2020 must be directed by March 31, 2021. Contact Julie at 651-674-7047
or jmorgan@trinitynorthbranch.org with any questions.

A Story to Tell: Devotions for Lent 2021
books are available in the church office.
This full-color Lenten devotional by David L. Miller, Harvard Stephens Jr.,
Lydia Posselt, and Rebekkah Lohmann highlights readings from the Gospel
of Mark with 46 entries, one for each day from Ash Wednesday to Easter.
Each reading is accompanied by a photo, a quote to ponder, a reflection,
and a prayer. This accessible and colorful format makes it easy to
incorporate a simple Christian observance into your Lenten journey.
A Story to Tell focuses on texts from the Gospel of Mark that show Jesus'
journey from baptism to the cross. The gospel writer has a story to tell,
moving quickly from one scene to the next. The urgent tone of the story
grabs us and pulls us in, but all the action comes to a halt when those who
see the empty tomb tell no one about this. Is this the end of the story?
Call 651-674-7047 or email jmorgan@trinitynorthbranch.org to arrange
pick-up or to have a book mailed to you. Regular & large print available.
“Christ in Our Home” daily devotionals for January, February, March have arrived.
We have both large and regular print books available. If you’d like a copy, email
jmorgan@trinitynorthbranch.org or leave a message for Julie at 651-674-7047 to coordinate pickup.
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Gifts Given to the Glory of God
Undesignated in memory of Herman Fenner from Sharon Ramberg, Randolph & Cindy Weyhrauch, PL Tjosvold,
Karen Nelson, Judy Weiss, Albert & Ann Tanko, Mike & Barb Nelson, Gregory & Kathleen Trulsen, Joseph & Arlen
Rystrom, Tom & Candi Hals, Jean Fairbanks, Syl & Marcie Marking, Anson & Douglas Williams, Yvonne Johnson,
Carol Gustafson, Steven & Shari Denny, Joseph & Joyce Juza, Janelle Mork, John & Helen Lindhart, Donna Anderson,
Jane Bockstruck, Duane & Eileen Fisk, Orv & Bev Otterness
To be designated in memory of Tom Fisk from Delores Klund, Douglas & Kristi Sampson, Tracy & William Oswald, Cheryl &
Steven Fish, Lloyd & Mary Monroe, John & Helen Lindhart, Marlin & Lois Ness, Cheryl & James Richter, Mark & Cindy
Johnson, Janelle Mork, Andrew & Jennifer McCurdy, Albert & Ann Tanko, Shirley Johnson, Bev & Orv Otterness,
Lorraine Wenzel, Sue & Denny Gustafson, Dennis & Deb Aulich, Ron & Diane Barsness, Syl & Marcie Marking, Sue &
Thomas Leaf, Loren & Jane Magnison, Terry & Dianne Talbot, Jay & Karen Young, Mary Jo Vaughn, Kerry & Debra
Johnson, Karen Nelson, Paula Vaughn, JoAnn Dolezalek, Bart Norelius, Bonnie Nelson, Susan & Thomas Chelstrom,
Judy Nelson-Chisago Co Board on Aging, Jay & Jennifer Olson-Goude, Juli & Brad Wilcox, Gary & Rosanne Johnson,
Steve & Shari Denny, Brian & Jeanne Richards, Peter Lindberg, Anthony & Jodi Putz, Martha & Dave Arnold, Karen &
Patrick Clover, Gloria Karsky, Carol & Don Ramberg, Don & Roberta Elmstrand, Jill Nelson-Decker, Cory & Mollie Fisk,
Dana & Kim Johnson, Mark & Lisa Olson, Kathy Fisk, Darrel & Jane Fisk, John & Judy Pohl, Lori & Steve Blomquist, Barb
& Steve Mork, James & Erin Fallon, Bradley & Eunice Whipps, Dale Noyes, Judy Weiss, Joseph & Arlen Rystrom, Carol
Gustafson, Charles & Mary Perry, Michael Schroer, Rosemary & Roger Dickhausen, Doug & Laurie Coe, other family &
friends
Undesignated in memory of Pam Mattick from Sharon Fairbanks, Mike & Barb Nelson, Albert & Ann Tanko,
Undesignated in memory of Joe Anderson from Tom & Candi Hals
To the Music Fund in memory of Herman Fenner from Martha Arnold & Mary Sederberg
To the Cemetery Fund in memory of Herman Fenner, Tom Fisk, Nancy Boyce, Vern Weiss, Joan Stein from Darlene Nelson
To the Cemetery Fund in memory of Nancy Boyce from Sherri & David Johnson
To the Path Program in memory of Nancy Boyce from Steve & Shari Denny
To the Music Fund in memory of Nancy Boyce from Dave & Martha Arnold, JoAnn Dolezalek, Duane & Eileen Fisk,
Lorraine Wenzel, Butch & Sharalyn Olson, Sue & Denny Gustafson, Janelle Mork, Bonnie Nelson, Mary Sederberg,
Mike & Barb Nelson, Carol Gustafson, Albert & Ann Tanko, Syl & Marcie Marking, Lori & Steve Blomquist

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE FOR TRINITY’S HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS
Through the foresight and generosity of several members of our church, a scholarship fund has been
established at Trinity Lutheran as part of our memorial fund giving. Following are the guidelines for high
school seniors interested in applying.
1. The applicant must be a member of Trinity Lutheran Church.
2. The applicant must attend an ELCA affiliated school.
3. The scholarship will be paid directly to the school.
4. The scholarship will be for the graduating seniors in the present year and will be given in accordance with
the guidelines of the school which the applicant is attending. If money remains available, it will be offered
to students entering upper classes at ELCA schools.
5. Applicants must be full time students. Since each school has its own definition of full-time student, the
definition at the school the applicant will be attending will be our guidelines for defining full time student.
6. The maximum scholarship will be $500 but may be less depending on available funds and the number of
qualified applicants. Please note that the number of applicants determine the amount of the individual
scholarship award. The decision of the church council is all who apply and meet the guidelines will share
equally in the scholarship fund.
7. Letters of application must be received by May1st of the applicant’s senior year and be accompanied by a
letter of acceptance from the school the applicant will be attending. The letter of application should
include the students name, address, phone number, name of school the student will be attending along
with a statement that he/she is applying to receive the scholarship award. If the student knows whether
or not the school to which he/she is applying has a matching fund plan, this information should also be
included along with a copy of the letter of acceptance from the school. In cases where the application is
an upperclassperson at an ELCA College, the letter of application must also be received by May 1 for the
following September—May school year. Verification that the upperclassperson meets all the above
criteria will be required. A form is available in the church office and on the church website.
8. In the event there are additional moneys available after above criteria has been met, we will accept
applications from other members who are students at other Christian affiliated schools.
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Worship notes for February 2021
Sunday, February 7th/Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
In Isaiah, the one God who sits above the earth and numbers the stars also strengthens the powerless. So in
Jesus’ healing work we see the hand of the creator God, lifting up the sick woman to health and service
(diakonia). Like Simon’s mother-in-law, we are lifted up and healed to serve. Following Jesus, we strengthen the
powerless; like Jesus, we seek to renew our own strength in quiet times of prayer.
Isaiah 40:21-31 The Judeans in exile have a good reason to be hopeful, the one who will bring them to
freedom is the God who created the world, the God who subdues the rulers of the earth and gives strength to
those who are weary.
Psalm 147:1-11, 20c The LORD heals the brokenhearted.
1 Corinthians 9:16-23 God entrusted Paul with the responsibility of bringing the gospel to diverse people.
Hence the focus of Paul’s ministry is not his own rights or privileges as an apostle but the privilege of serving
God by freely sharing the good news of Christ with others.
Mark 1:29-39 Everywhere Jesus goes, many people expect him to set them free from oppression.
Everywhere he goes, he heals people and sets them free. Disease, devils, and death are running for their lives.
The forces that diminish human life are rendered powerless by Jesus.
Sunday, February 14th/Transfiguration of Our Lord/Last Sunday after Epiphany
The Sundays after Epiphany began with Jesus’ baptism and end with three disciples’ vision of his transfiguration.
In Mark’s story of Jesus’ baptism, apparently only Jesus sees the Spirit descending and hears the words from
heaven. But now Jesus’ three closest friends hear the same words naming him God’s Beloved. As believers, Paul
writes, we are enabled to see the God-light in Jesus’ face, because the same God who created light in the first
place has shone in our hearts to give us that vision. The light of God’s glory in Jesus has enlightened us through
baptism and shines in us also for others to see.
2 Kings 2:1-12 Today’s reading centers on the transfer of power and authority from the prophet Elijah to
Elisha. Their travels, which retrace the path of Joshua back to Moab (the place where Moses died) and the
parting of the waters, demonstrate that Elisha and Elijah are legitimate successors of the great prophet Moses.
Psalm 50:1-6 Out of Zion, perfect in beauty, God shines forth in glory.
2 Corinthians 4:3-6 The spotlight of Christian ministry is not on the people who carry out ministry but on
the Lord Jesus Christ. Just as God made light shine at creation, God makes the light of Jesus Christ shine in
our lives through Christian ministry.
Mark 9:2-9 Mark’s gospel presents the transfiguration as a preview of what would become apparent to Jesus’
followers after he rose from the dead. Confused disciples are given a vision of God’s glory manifest in the
beloved Son.
Ash Wednesday, February 17th
On Ash Wednesday we begin our forty-day journey toward Easter with a day of fasting and repentance.
Marking our foreheads with dust, we acknowledge that we die and return to the earth. At the same time, the
dust traces the life-giving cross indelibly marked on our foreheads at baptism. While we journey through Lent to
return to God, we have already been reconciled to God through Christ. We humbly pray for God to make our
hearts clean while we rejoice that “now is the day of salvation.” Returning to our baptismal call, we more
intentionally bear the fruits of mercy and justice in the world.
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 Because of the coming day of the LORD, the prophet Joel calls the people to a community
lament. The repentant community declares that God is gracious and asks God to spare the people lest the
nations doubt God’s power to save.
Isaiah 58:1-12 Shortly after the return of Israel from exile in Babylon, the people were troubled by the ineffectiveness of their fasts. God reminds them that outward observance is no substitute for genuine fasting that
results in acts of justice, such as feeding the hungry, sheltering the homeless, and clothing the naked. Sincere
repentance will lead to a dramatic improvement of their condition.
Psalm 51:1-17 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love.
2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 The ministry of the gospel endures many challenges and hardships. Through this
ministry, God’s reconciling activity in the death of Christ reaches into the depths of our lives to bring us into a
right relationship with God. In this way, God accepts us into the reality of divine salvation.
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus commends almsgiving, prayer, and fasting, but
emphasizes that spiritual devotion must not be done for show.
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Worship notes for February 2021 continued
February 21st/First Sunday in Lent
On Ash Wednesday the church began its journey toward baptismal immersion in the death and resurrection of
Christ. This year, the Sundays in Lent lead us to focus on the five covenants God makes in the Hebrew Scriptures
and to use them as lenses through which to view baptism. First Peter connects the way God saved Noah’s family
in the flood with the way God saves us through the water of baptism. The baptismal covenant is made with us
individually, but the new life we are given in baptism is for the sake of the whole world.
Genesis 9:8-17 Today’s reading is the conclusion to the flood story. Because of human sin, God destroys the
earth by flood, saving only Noah, his family, and the animals on the ark. Yet divine destruction gives way to
divine commitment. As in the first creation, God blesses humanity and establishes a covenant with all creation.
Psalm 25:1-10 Your paths, O LORD, are steadfast love and faithfulness.
1 Peter 3:18-22 As God acted through Christ’s suffering and death to bring us to God, so God acts through
baptism to save us from a sinful existence. This spiritual cleansing marks our new life in Christ.
Mark 1:9-15 The Spirit that comes upon Jesus at his baptism sustains him when he is tested by Satan so that
he might proclaim the good news of God’s reign.
February 28th/Second Sunday in Lent
The second covenant in this year’s Lenten readings is the one made with Abraham and Sarah. God’s promise to
make them the ancestors of many, with whom God will remain in everlasting covenant. Paul says this promise
comes to all who share Abraham’s faith in the God who brings life into being where there was no life. We receive
this baptismal promise of resurrection life in faith. Sarah and Abraham receive new names as a sign of the
covenant, and we too get new identities in baptism, as we put on Christ.
Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 As with Noah, God makes an everlasting covenant with Abraham and Sarah. God
promises this old couple that they will be the ancestors of nations, though they have no child together. God
will miraculously bring forth new life from Sarah’s womb. The name changes emphasize the firmness of
God’s promise.
Psalm 22:23-31 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD.
Romans 4:13-25 Paul presents Abraham as the example for how a person comes into a right relationship with
God not through the works of the law but through faith. Through Abraham and Sarah were far too old for
bearing children, Abraham trusted that God would accomplish what God had promised to accomplish.
Mark 8:31-38 After Peter confesses his belief that Jesus is the Messiah, Jesus tells his disciples for the first
time what is to come. Peter’s response indicates that he does not yet understand the way of the cross that
Jesus will travel.

Online Worship Services
One of the ways we have tried to stay connected is by including videotapes of a variety of individuals
and families from our congregation reading scripture, leading the Lord’s Prayer or sharing special music.
Getting to “see and hear” other members of our congregational family is a highlight of the online
worship service for many.
Please let Deb know if you’d be willing to participate in this way in our online worship services. Email her at:
daulich@trinitynorthbranch.org and she will put you in the schedule and help you make your recording happen. Most
people record their videos in their own homes/yards using their cell phone. If that isn’t possible, we can arrange for
another way to enable you to participate.
Our weekly worship services are
recorded in advance, and available at
6:00 am each Sunday on our
facebook page and YouTube channel.
They may be viewed any time, but if
you’d like to watch “together” with
others, tune in at 9:00 am!

Like Trinity Lutheran Church on
facebook, and comment on our
posts! Updates, Bible Study
and weekly worship videos are
posted frequently!

If you do not have email, and would like to receive a bulletin by mail each week, please call the
office at 651-674-7047 and leave a message for Julie to add you to the mailing list.
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Return Service Requested

Mailing Label

February 2021
Partners in Ministry: The People of Trinity
Church Office: 651-674-7047 Church Fax: 651-674-7048
Church Office Hours: no scheduled hours at this time
Sunday Worship: available at 6 am Sunday mornings on our
facebook page and YouTube. See our website for links.
Church email: office@trinitynorthbranch.org
Church website: www.trinitynorthbranch.org
Pastor Jon Yurk Cell: 612-231-2111
pastor@trinitynorthbranch.org
Sue Danielzuk, Church Administrator
sdanielzuk@trinitynorthbranch.org
Marie Ray, Director of Youth & Family Ministries
mray@trinitynorthbranch.org
Sarah Krosschell, Sunday School Coordinator
skrosschell@trinitynorthbranch.org
Deb Aulich, Director of Worship and Arts
daulich@trinitynorthbranch.org
Julie Morgan, Church Office Manager
jmorgan@trinitynorthbranch.org
Cheryl Immel, Financial Recorder
cimmel1@trinitynorthbranch.org
Jaron Roberts, Audio Visual Manager
jroberts@trinitynorthbranch.org
Tyler Olson: Sr. Choir Director
tolson@trinitynorthbranch.org

ext. 12
ext. 37
ext. 13

Outreach Committee:
Outreach@trinitynorthbranch.org
Roger Anderson & David Nelson, Custodians
Rick Olson & Luke Meyer, Cemetery Staff
Todd Fisk, Church Treasurer
Missionaries: Dr. Stephen Swanson family –
Tanzania
Our Sister Congregation in Tanzania—Pawaga
Church Council Members:
Ann Tanko, Council Chair
Linda Born, Council Vice-Chair
Dennis Aulich, Lucas Edson,
Kristen Johnson, Rosanne Johnson,
Erin Judson, Gary Porath, Vicky Trampe,

ext. 14
ext. 10

ext. 15

Trinity’s Annual Meeting will be held
virtually this year, at 11:00 am
February 14. Pre-registration
required; details inside

