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January 2021 

 

Pastor’s Page 

 "Happy New Year! We can celebrate having survived 2020 

and look back at what we learned and look forward to all that 

the New Year has to offer.  A new year, new beginnings, fresh 

start, and new goals. What are your goals for this new year?   

Develop a routine of regular exercise, a diet perhaps, reading through the Bible, or a new 

way of serving in the mission and ministry of Trinity?  I encourage you to consider     

serving on the church council.  If you are interested or want to know more, contact     

Pastor Jon or me.  It is a great way to help guide the mission and ministry we share.    
  

If you are not currently using Zoom, which this time last year, most of us had never heard 

of, I encourage you to download the app and connect with your Trinity family (and    

others).  We have been having fellowship on Sunday mornings and it is fun to "see"  

people while having coffee at home and chat.  Please consider joining us.  Pastor Jon 

also leads a Bible Study at 9:30 on Tuesday mornings via Zoom, a great way to grow your 

faith and to connect with others. The body of Christ continues to reach out to each other 

- we look forward to seeing more of you.                                                               

We are grateful for the technology available to us to record our service allowing us to 

have regular worship.  It also helps  keep the ministry and mission alive, active and  

reaching out to our neighbors.  It helps us  stay connected with each other until we can 

safely meet in person again.   

In His Grip, 

Ann Tanko, Council Chair         

Friends in Christ, 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!  I hope these Tidings find you all in good health 
and good spirits.  I have to say, and I’m sure all of you would agree, I am so glad to say 
goodbye to 2020 and hello to 2021!  I know that Covid-19 hasn’t gone away yet, but I 
think the hopefulness of a return to normalcy in sight will help us push through these 

first few months.  I know it has been a rough road for everyone this past year, but we 

press on with hope for what is to come! 

I want to take a moment and thank all of those who participated in sending in videos 
for readings, the Lord’s Prayer, and special music.  The willingness you all had to take 
the time to make our services more personal and meaningful is greatly appreciated.  I 
continue to be encouraged and amazed by our community of faith in so many ways!     
I also want to say how proud I am of our staff.  They showed amazing resilience and 
adaptability over the past nine months.  I find myself fortunate and humbled to be able 

to serve alongside such a gifted and caring group of people. 

As most of you know, the new year often brings about a time of reflection about the 
past and resolutions for the future.  When looking back at this past year I am still 
astounded at all of the challenges we have had to face.  And while some of these    
challenges aren’t over yet, we are better equipped to deal with them moving forward.   
I find myself resolved, in 2021 and beyond, to never take for granted the simple      

blessings in life like food, shelter, and family.        

No matter what 2021 brings to our community of faith, I know that we always have 
hope in the promise of Christ.  We find ourselves once again at the manger marveling 

at the innocent and holy gift of the newborn Jesus.  All of our hopes and dreams rest 
on this tiny child born for us.  All of the trials and challenges Mary and Joseph had to 
endure are over for the moment.  Let us take a moment and pause in wonder with 

them at this child.  Jesus truly is Emmanuel, God with us. 

God Bless, 

Pastor Jon  



Children’s Ministry  

Thank you to all of the youth and families that made ornaments for our special       
Christmas tree at Trinity last month! We loved seeing all the creativity! Take home kits 
for January Sunday School at home will be mailed out to arrive the first week of January. 
The kits include special Epiphany family activities along with lessons focusing on living a 
compassionate life. Our community project for January will be a "Hopes for 2021" chain. 
Sunday school and EDGE youth and families will be writing a hope for the new year on a 
strip of paper to return to the church so we can hang up a chain with all of our "Hopes for 2021." We wish 
everyone a blessed 2021!  

Children & Youth Ministry News 

EDGE Youth Ministry  

Thank you to all of the youth and families that made ornaments for our special      

Christmas tree at Trinity last month! We loved seeing all the creativity! EDGE continues 

to meet online to check in, play games, and have discussions. We sent out Epiphany 

activities for at home, including "Chalking the Door" and the "Magi Star." Our           

community project for January will be a "Hopes for 2021" chain. EDGE and Sunday School youth and 

families will be writing a hope for the new year on a strip of paper to return to the church so we can hang 

up a chain with all of our "Hopes for 2021." Wishing everyone a blessed 2021!  

News from the Outreach Team 

As an Outreach team we have been 
blessed to continue to be in ministry on 
behalf of the people of Trinity Lutheran 
Church.  These are some of the ways that 
ministry has happened over the last     
couple months and into the new year: 

*Viking Vittles food bags continue to be packed and 
distributed with perishables being added to some of the 
bags packed and delivered for Christmas. 

*Financial support was given to New Pathways to cover 
lodging, food and gas for the two weeks that Trinity 
“hosted” families in the Path program. 

*Christmas blessing bags were made and given out. 

*Sleeping mats were delivered to the Union Gospel 
Mission. 

*A financial donation was given to MN Adult & Teen 
Challenge. 

*Plastic water bottles filled with various “necessities” 
were given to the NB police department. 

*A financial donation was made to Safe Haven Foster 
Shoppe. 

*To spread a little holiday cheer, Dilly Bars and     
Christmas cards were purchased and delivered to the 
residents and staff of Encore and Ecumen. 

*In thankfulness for all they do for all of us, meals were          
purchased and delivered to all members of the North 
Branch Police Department and Lakes Area EMS. (We 
were also able to help local restaurants by purchasing 
the Dilly Bars and meals here in North Branch.) 
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This year’s Annual Meeting will be held at 11:00 am 

on Sunday, February 14.  

This meeting will be held virtually over zoom. There 

will be a way to attend by phone if you do not have 

internet access. More information will follow. 

To know that we will have a quorum, and to send out 

the zoom links, we will need you to RSVP this year. 

Please email Julie at jmorgan@trinitynorthbranch.org 

and your email address will be added to the mailing 

list for this meeting.  Annual Reports will be emailed 

prior to the meeting. 

If you do not have internet access, please call        

651-674-7047 and leave a message for Julie with your 

name and phone number, and we will be in touch 

with you prior to the meeting with instructions. 

If you would like an Annual Report mailed to you, 

please let Julie know.    



The church office is closed for the 'Stay at Home' order. Staff are working remotely, and can be reached by 
email or voicemail. See the back page of the Tidings for staff contact information. 
 

See our website www.trinitynorthbranch.org to give electronically on a one-time or recurring basis.             
Select the date and frequency (one time, weekly or monthly) and designate the amount and fund (Unified, 
Building, Viking Vittles, Memorial or Other.)  Changes can easily be made at any time. 
 

Offering can also be mailed to Trinity Lutheran Church, PO Box 447, North Branch, MN 55056. 
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Please consider online giving 
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“Christ in Our Home” daily devotionals for January, February, March have arrived.                                                    

We have both large and regular print books available. If you’d like a copy, email                                                                     

jmorgan@trinitynorthbranch.org or leave a message for Julie at 651-674-7047 to coordinate pickup.   

Christmas Memorial/Gratitude gifts given: 
 
Gifts given in memory of: 
*Clayton Humble, Charlotte Johnson and all other loved ones no longer with us from                    
Vonna Humble & Luverne Johnson  

*Loved ones from Jay & Karen Young 
*Our parents Delmer Fairbanks, William and Jennie Scharff from Troy & Marianne 
*Kaye Scherer from David Scherer, Scott Scherer, Alan & Teresa Scherer, Jeff & Cindy Scherer 
*Jack Bartholmy from Cherry Bartholmy and family 
*Dads Jerome Mattick and Don Denny, mom Helen Mattick, brother Stewart Denny,  
  bff Stacey Anderson, grandparents and cousins from Steve and Shari Denny 
*Loved ones from Rick and Kathy Hals 
*Husband Jerome Mattick from Pam Mattick 
*Richard & Shirley Anderson, George & Essie Anderson, Effie Klicker, Emma Collin from  
 Dean Anderson 
*Delmer Fairbanks from Jean 
*Grandpa Bill, Grandpa Roger & Aunt Joan from Laurel & Jerdon Dresel 
*Marvin (Swede) Nelson (husband), Milton Nelson (brother in law), Jeremy Nelson (grandson) 
and other loved  ones from Karen Nelson & family   

*Bill & Joyce Holt, Marion & Carol Jean Hals from Tom & Candi Hals 
*Don Parsons from Cheryl & Chuck, Dani & David, Ethan & Carter, Charlie 
*Ev & Dorothy Nelson from Mike & Barb Nelson 
*Gary from Bonnie Nelson 
*John from Joanne Ploetz 
*Donald Mills (Dad and Grandpa) from Jan and Mark Berthiaume   
*Our parents, Ethelyn & Wallace Thunstrom, Clarence & Bernice Setter and other loved ones 
from Lee & Donna Setter.  

*Our parents, Wally, Joanne, Huck and Alice and other loved ones whose memories warm our 
hearts from Ron & Kathy Aho . 

*Tom Fisk from Don & Sheila Waldoch 
*My parents and brother from Jane O’Brien Bliss 
*Allan from Carol Gustafson 
*James Johnson from wife, Vonnie 
*In memory of our parents from Ann and Albert Tanko  
 
Gifts given in gratitude for: 
*Pastor Jon & our Trinity staff for all their work keeping us connected in these times from   
Tom & Candi Hals 

*Our 50th Wedding Anniversary, Dec.12th From Lee & Donna Setter 
*Our parents from Don & Sheila Waldoch 
*Our family from Loren & Jane Magnison 
 
In honor of all those impacted by COVID 19, whether they have suffered sickness, disability or 
loss, been impacted economically, took on personal burdens, or served others in large     
measure or small.  We walk with you. From Ron & Kathy Aho 
 

Thank you for your generosity. $1740.00 will be sent to ELCA Good Gifts!   
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To the Building Fund in memory of Jeanie Wobser, Herman Fenner and Nancy Boyce from Lee & Donna Setter 

Undesignated in memory of Irma Ekstrom from Judy Wiess 

To Outreach in memory of Jeanie Wobser from Judy Weiss 

Undesignated in memory of Herman Fenner and Nancy Boyce from Dan & Sandra Johnson  

To Viking Vittles in memory of Jeanie Wobser from Mike & Barb Nelson  

Undesignated in memory of Jeanie Wobser from Dennis & Susan Gustafson 

Undesignated in memory of Nancy Boyce from Rick & Kathy Hals, Tom & Candi Hals, Scott & Kathy Blomquist,             

Ron & Diane Barsness 

To Viking Vittles in memory of Joanne Rose Howe and Richard Howe from TJ Howe 

To the Building Fund in memory of Vern Weiss, Herman Fenner, Nancy Boyce and Joan Stein from Dale &                   

Kathleen Nordaune 

To the Cemetery Fund in memory of Tom Fisk, Gene Pierce, Don Swanson, Herman Fenner from Butch & Sharalyn Olson 

To the Cemetery Fund in memory of Tom Fisk from Sharon Fairbanks 

Undesignated in memory of Herman Fenner from Diane Mozol, Sharon Fairbanks, Marcella Meerstein  

Undesignated in memory of Tom Fisk and Jacqueline Nordaune from Dale & Kathleen Nordaune 

To Sunday School in memory of Joan Dresel from Scott & Kathy Blomquist, Michael & Lucia Shoberg, Tom & Candi Hals, 

Mike & Barb Nelson 

Undesignated in memory of Tom Fisk, Nancy Boyce and Herman Fenner from Roy & Kelly Ramberg, Joanne Ploetz  

Christmas memorial in memory of Fay & Orv Berkness, Edward Foley Sr. from David Foley 

Year end special gift in memory of Cheryl Foley, David Johnson, Verona Johnson, Ellis Johnson from David Foley  

Christmas memorial in memory of Tom Fisk, with heartfelt compassion for his family and all who will miss him from        

Ron & Kathy Aho 

Undesignated in memory of Tom Fisk from Pam & Gregg Lindblom, Jean Fairbanks, Tom & Candi Hals, Sharon Ramberg, 

Dale Johnson, Don Gangle, Rick & Kathy Hals, Becky Johnson, Doug & Vicky Trampe, Lester & Pamela Zentner, Sally 

Barrott, Troy Fairbanks, Peter Carlson, Mary & David Gervais, Kathleen Reimann, Ian & Holly McWilliams, Eric Reimann, 

Tracy Reimann, Michas Ohnstad, Steven & Kari VandenHeuvel, Mike & Barb Nelson, Yvonne Johnson,                     

William Piotrowski, Mark Nelson, Brandon & Rachel Trampe, Dianne Copen Hefer, Jerrold Moses, Scott & Kathy 

Blomquist, Kimberly Copp & Paul Ballan, Jackie Jennings, Peterson Companies, Kathy & Ron Aho,  

Gifts Given to the Glory of God 



Worship Notes for January 2021 

Sunday, January 3, 2021/Second Sunday of Christmas 
Within the gospel reading’s profound words lies the simple message that God is revealed in a human person.  
Though we may try to understand how the Word existed with God from the beginning of time, the wonder we 
celebrate at Christmas is that the Word continues to dwell among us. Christ comes among us in the gathered 

assembly, the scriptures, the waters of new birth, and the bread and wine.  Through these ordinary gifts we     
receive the fullness of God’s grace and truth. 

 
Jeremiah 31:7-14  God promises to bring Israel back to its land from the most remote parts of exile.  In Zion 
Israel will rejoice over God’s gifts of food and livestock.  Young women will express their joy in dancing; God 
will give gladness instead of sorrow. 
Psalm 147:12-20  Worship the LORD, O Jerusalem, praise your God, O Zion. 
Ephesians 1:3-14  In Jesus, all of God’s plans and purposes have been made known as heaven and earth     
are united in Christ.  Through Jesus, we have been chosen as God’s children and have been promised        
eternal salvation. 
John 1:1-18  John begins his gospel with this prologue: a hymn to the Word through whom all things were 
created.  This Word became flesh and brought grace and truth to the world. 
 
January 6th/Epiphany of Our Lord 

The feast of Epiphany (“manifestation”), always on January 6th, concludes the Christmas season with a            
celebration of God’s glory revealed in the person of Jesus Christ.  In Isaiah 60:1-6 and Ephesians 3:1-12, that   

glory is proclaimed for all nations and people.  Like the light of the star that guided the magi to Jesus, the light of 
Christ reveals who we are: children of God who are claimed and washed in the waters of baptism.  We are sent 

out to be beacons of the light of Christ, sharing the good news of God’s love to all people.  In the Gospel for 
Epiphany (Matthew 2:1-12), God’s promise shines bright in the night as magi follow a star to honor a new king.  

Strangers from a faraway land, they welcome the long-awaited messiah of Israel. 
 

January 10th/Baptism of Our Lord/First Sunday after Epiphany 
Our re-creation in baptism is an image of the Genesis creation where the Spirit of God moved over the waters.  

Both Mark’s gospel and the story in Acts make clear that it is the Spirit’s movement that distinguishes Jesus’  
baptism from John’s.  The Spirit has come upon us as upon Jesus and the Ephesians, calling us God’s beloved 

children and settling us on Jesus’ mission to re-create the world in the image of God’s vision of justice and peace. 
 

Genesis 1:1-5  Out of chaos, God brings order.  Out of the formless void, God brings light.  This familiar story 
was good news for the Israelites who experienced much chaos in their history.  It remains good news for us.  
God created and continues to create new life. 
Psalm 29  The voice of the LORD is upon the waters. 
Acts 19:1-7  In Ephesus, Paul encounters people who had received John’s baptism of repentance but had 
never heard of the Holy Spirit or of baptism in the name of Jesus.  After Paul baptizes them, the Holy Spirit 
comes upon them and empowers them with gifts of the Spirit. 
Mark 1:4-11  Mark’s gospel reports the story of Jesus’ baptism with some irony: the one on whom the Spirit 
descends is himself the one who will baptize others with the Holy Spirit. 
 
January 17th/Second Sunday after Epiphany 

All the baptized have a calling in God’s world.  God calls not just pastors and deacons but also the youngest 
child, like Samuel.  The story of the calling of Nathanael plays with the idea of place.  Nathanael initially        

dismisses Jesus because he comes from Nazareth.  But where we come from isn’t important; it’s where—or rather 
whom—we come to.  Jesus refers to Jacob, who lived a vision in a place he called “the house of God, and…the 

gate of heaven.”  Jesus says he himself is the place where Nathanael will meet God. 
 

1 Samuel 3:1-20  At a time when visions are rare and unexpected, the LORD comes to Samuel and calls him 
to speak the divine word.  Though just a boy, Samuel responds to God obediently, as Eli the priest has taught 
him to respond.  This marks the beginning of Samuel’s prophetic ministry. 
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18  You have searched me and known me. 
1 Corinthians 6:12-20  Paul helps the Corinthians understand that God has claimed the entirety of their lives 
through the death of Christ.  Hence Christian relationships and conduct, including areas of human sexuality, 
are to reflect the reality that we belong to Christ and that the Holy Spirit lives within us. 
John 1:43-51  In John’s gospel, Jesus’ ministry begins with the call of disciples, who then bring others to    
Jesus.  Philip’s friend, Nathanael, moves from skepticism to faith when he accepts the invitation to “Come    
and see.” 
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Like Trinity Lutheran Church on 

facebook, and comment on our 

posts! Updates, Bible Study        

and weekly worship videos are 

posted frequently! 

If you do not have email, and would like to receive a bulletin by mail each week, please call the 

office at  651-674-7047 and leave a message for Julie to add you to the mailing list.   

Online Worship Services 
One of the ways we have tried to stay connected is by including videotapes of a variety of individuals 
and families from our congregation reading scripture, leading the Lord’s Prayer or sharing special music.   
Getting to “see and hear” other members of our congregational family is a highlight of the online       
worship service for many.   
 

Please let Deb know if you’d be willing to participate in this way in our online worship services.  Email her at:           
daulich@trinitynorthbranch.org and she will put you in the schedule and help you make your recording happen.  Most 
people record their videos in their own homes/yards using their cell phone.  If that isn’t possible, we can arrange for 
another way to enable you to participate. 

Our weekly worship services are   
recorded in advance, and available at 

6:00 am each Sunday on our           
facebook page and YouTube channel. 
They may be viewed any time, but if 
you’d like to watch “together” with 

others, tune in at 9:00 am!   

Worship Notes for January 2021 continued 

 
January 24th/Third Sunday after Epiphany 

As we continue through the time of Epiphany, stories of the call to discipleship show us the implications of our 
baptismal calling to show Christ to the world.  Jesus begins proclaiming the good news and calling people to   

repentance right after John the Baptist is arrested for preaching in a similar way.  Knowing that John was later 
executed, we see at the very outset the cost of discipleship.  Still, the two sets of brothers leave everything they 

have known and worked for all their lives to follow Jesus and fish for people. 
 

Jonah 3:1-5, 10  The book of Jonah is a comedy starring a reluctant prophet who is given a one-sentence 
message: Nineveh will be destroyed in forty days.  Much to Jonah’s dismay, the people of Nineveh repent.  
The point of the story is to get the reader to wrestle with the question, “On whom should God have mercy?” 
Psalm 62:5-12  God alone is my rock and my salvation. 
1 Corinthians 7:29-31  Paul does not disapprove of marriage or other human social institutions.  He does, 
however, want Christians to live in the present in fervent anticipation of God’s future, which even now has 
dawned through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
Mark 1:14-20  Before Jesus calls his first disciples, he proclaims a message that becomes known as “the     
gospel” or good news from God.  God is ready to rule our lives.  Those who realize this will respond with    
repentance and faith. 
 
January 31st/Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

In Deuteronomy, God promises to raise up a prophet like Moses, who will speak for God, in Psalm 111 God 
shows the people the power of God’s works.  For the church these are ways of pointing to the unique authority 

people sensed in Jesus’ actions and words.  We encounter that authority in God’s word, around which we gather, 
the word that prevails over any lesser spirit that would claim power over us, freeing us to follow Jesus. 

 
Deuteronomy 18:15-20  Today’s reading is part of a longer discourse in Deuteronomy, an updating of the 
law for the Israelite community as the people wait to enter the promised land.  Here Moses assures the people 
that God will continue to guide them through prophets who will proclaim the divine word. 
Psalm 111  The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom. 
1 Corinthians 8:1-13  Paul is concerned about the way some Corinthian Christians use their freedom in Christ 
as license to engage in non-Christian behavior that sets a damaging example to other, impressionable        
believers.  Christians have a responsibility to each other that their behavior does not cause another to sin. 
Mark 1:21-28  Forces that would bring death and disease have taken hold of a man, yet they recognize Jesus  
and know what his power means for them.  Jesus commands these forces to leave and people are amazed at  
his authority. 
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38460 Lincoln Trail 

PO Box 447 

North Branch, MN 55056 

Roger Anderson, David Nelson, Rick Olson 

 Custodial & Cemetery Staff       

Todd Fisk, Church Treasurer 

Office Help: Judy Weiss                674-2710 

          Sharon Fairbanks     674-7311 

Missionaries:  Dr. Stephen Swanson family –   
Tanzania 

Our Sister Congregation in Tanzania—Pawaga          

Church Office: 651-674-7047   Church Fax: 651-674-7048 

Church Office Hours:  no scheduled hours at this time 

Sunday Worship:  available  at 6 am Sunday mornings on our 
 facebook page and YouTube. See our website for links.  

Church email: office@trinitynorthbranch.org 

Church website: www.trinitynorthbranch.org 

Pastor Jon Yurk     Cell: 612-231-2111  
 pastor@trinitynorthbranch.org     ext. 12 
Sue Danielzuk, Church Administrator 
  sdanielzuk@trinitynorthbranch.org  ext. 37 
Marie Ray, Director of Youth & Family Ministries 
   mray@trinitynorthbranch.org        ext. 13 
Sarah Krosschell, Sunday School Coordinator 
    skrosschell@trinitynorthbranch.org 
Deb Aulich, Director of Worship and Arts 
                           daulich@trinitynorthbranch.org          ext. 14   
Julie Morgan, Church Office Manager 
                            jmorgan@trinitynorthbranch.org       ext. 10 
Cheryl Immel: Financial Recorder 

   cimmel1@trinitynorthbranch.org   

Tyler Olson: Sr. Choir Director  

  tolson@trinitynorthbranch.org   ext. 15 

Outreach Committee: Outreach@trinitynorthbranch.org 

Partners in Ministry: The People of Trinity 

Non-Profit Org. 
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Church Council Members:     

Ann Tanko, Council Chair       

Linda Born, Council Vice-Chair   

 Dennis Aulich, Lucas Edson,                                            
Kristen Johnson, Rosanne Johnson,                                          

Erin Judson, Gary Porath, Vicky Trampe,  

Trinity’s Annual Meeting will be held 

virtually this year, on the morning of 

February 14. See more information 

inside, and in February’s newsletter.   


