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Pastor’s Page 
Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that             

suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope.  
And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured out 

into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us. 

Romans 5:3-5 

Friends in Christ, 

It is supposed to be that time of year where excitement and anticipation for 
new beginnings creeps into our daily lives.  Getting ready for school to start, 
going back to two services, cooler fall weather… all of these things usually seem 
to bring a renewed energy and hope for the months to come.  This year is    
obviously different.  While I know that for many of us there is hope and         
excitement, there is also an underlying tension of anxiety and worry walking 
with these normally uplifting feelings.  As this pandemic drags on, I find myself 
resigned to a state of optimistic acceptance.  I believe we will get through this, 

but it continues to be a rough road.      

I am guessing that most of you share my struggle to adjust to the “new          
normal” (temporary, God willing) we are in the midst of.  As most of you know, 
the ministry of Trinity went into a sort of maintenance/survival mode when the 
lockdown started back in March.  We were simply trying to hold the ship        
together in the midst of the storm.  Now, five months later, we are still faced 
with many of the challenges we had to deal with back in March.  Several weeks 
ago, I spoke with our staff for the need to change our approach to how we 
were doing ministry in our current situation.  We needed to make a mental and 
spiritual shift from surviving to thriving, so we began making plans for this fall 
that focused on doing the absolute best we could to facilitate the growth of 
hope, meaning, and faith in the midst of this pandemic.  Just because we      
cannot gather and worship the way we used to doesn’t mean that we need to 
resign ourselves to simply getting through storm.  We believe that we can     
actually make significant headway in becoming the individuals and community 
of faith we are called to be.  Included in these Tidings is information about     
various program and ministry plans for the start of fall, so please take the time 
to read everything.  I am particularly excited about the faith 5 program we will 
be starting this fall.  It is something everyone will be able to use! 

I know that all of us are frustrated.  I know we all miss the simplicity of life      
before Covid-19.  We simply have to persevere right now, doing our best to 
continue the mission and ministry of Jesus Christ.  We are still doing so much to 
be a blessing to our community.  I also want to remind everyone that we will be 
worshipping together for the next several weeks outside.  Please join us if you 
are comfortable distancing outside!  You can register for several weeks’ worth 
of services at a time.  See details on the following page. 

I know this is a struggle, but we will pull through.  I would even go so far as to 
say we will be much stronger when we come out the other end of this mess.  
Christ Lives! 

God Bless, Pastor Jon 

Pastor Jon will begin a new Bible Study on minor prophets next 

week. The videos will be available weekday mornings on our  

facebook page and YouTube channel.  The videos can be 

viewed at any time. Check our facebook page for updates!    



If you do not have email, and would like to receive a bulletin by mail each week, please call the 

office at  651-674-7047 and leave a message for Julie to add you to the mailing list.   

Like Trinity Lutheran Church on facebook! Updates, Bible reflections                                           

& worship videos are posted frequently! 

Join us for Outdoor Worship  9:00 am Sundays in September 

This will be a basic service including the Gospel, the message and communion. We will 
not include any singing or group responses.  A full recorded service will also be available 
on facebook and YouTube beginning at 6 am, like other Sundays.  

We have taken steps to make this service as safe as possible.  If you do not feel well, have 
any COVID-19 symptoms, or have been in contact with someone who has the virus, 
please do not attend.  Please practice “physical distancing” of at least 6 feet before, 
during and after the worship service . 

Masks are required for everyone over 2 years of age. Once the service beings, Pastor Jon 
will announce that masks may be removed during the service.  If you have a condition that keeps you from wearing a mask, we 
ask that for your safety you view the service online rather than attending. Masks will be available if needed.  

Please park in every-other parking space if possible, to help to maintain distancing while in the parking lot. Both parking lots 
should be used for parking.  As you arrive, please keep a distance of at least 6 feet from those who are not a part of your 
household, this includes shaking hands or hugging. 

There will be circles marked in the grass in the yard in a way to ensure proper distancing. When you arrive, please have your 
entire family unit sit in one of the marked circles, where communion elements will have already been placed. Please remain 
within your circle during the entire service. Please bring your own blankets or chairs, keeping in mind that the grass may be wet 
from dew at the time of the service.  

Please sign up before 5 pm Thursday prior. Visit https://reopen.church/r/4YIkEJ2Q and enter your name, number attending 
from your household, and your email address. If you do not have online access, call 651-674-7047 and leave a message for  
Julie with your name, number attending, and phone number, and we will sign you up.  Space is limited to 35 family units, with a 
maximum of 250 in attendance. Each household will need to register for their own circle. This may mean that some circles 
have one person, and some have more. Please do not join the circle of another household, even if there is space.          
Restrooms will not be available.  Please call the office at 651-674-7047 or Pastor Jon at 612-231-2111 with any questions.  

 
If it’s raining, this service will be cancelled. Check our facbook page for updates. 

September 13 the Minnesota Vikings will kick off their 2020 schedule against the Packers.                                                            
Feel free to wear your Vikings gear to our outdoor worship services!   

Online Worship Services 
One of the ways we have tried to stay connected is by including videotapes of a     
variety of individuals and families from our congregation reading scripture, leading the 
Lord’s Prayer or sharing special music.   Getting to “see and hear” other members of 
our congregational family is a highlight of the online worship service for many.   
 
Please let Deb know if you’d be willing to participate in this way in our online worship 
services.  Email her at: daulich@trinitynorthbranch.org and she will put you in the 
schedule and help you make your recording happen.  Most people record their videos 
in their own homes/yards using their cell phone.  If that isn’t possible, we can arrange 
for another way to enable you to participate. 
 
Thank-you for your continued support of the worship life at Trinity Lutheran! 
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Our weekly worship services are   
recorded in advance, and available at 

6:00 am each Sunday on our           
facebook page and YouTube channel. 
They may be viewed any time, but if 
you’d like to watch “together” with 

others, tune in at 9:00 am!   

An American Red Cross 
Blood Drive will be held 

9a-3p on Thursday,   
October 16 in our      
Fellowship Hall.        

Register for a time at 
redcrossblood.org 



 Scripture readings for September 13th, 20th and 27th 

Sunday, September 13th, 2020/Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 In today’s second reading Paul questions why we judge one another, since we all stand     
before the judgment of God.  Yet we do sin against one another, and Jesus’ challenge that we forgive 
seventy-seven times reveals God’s boundless mercy.  When we hear the words of forgiveness in    
worship, we are renewed in baptism to be signs of reconciliation in the world. 
 

Genesis 50:15-21      
After Jacob’s death the brothers of Joseph begged for forgiveness for the crimes they had done against him.   
You intended to do me harm, Joseph said, but God used this as an opportunity to do good and save many lives.  
 
Psalm 103:1-13 LORD, you are full of compassion and mercy. 
 
Romans 14:1-12 
This Christian community has significant struggles with diversity.  Here Paul helps us understand that despite different practices in 
worship and personal piety, we do not judge one another.  All Christians belong to the Lord Jesus Christ who died for all of us and 
will judge each of us. 
 
Matthew 18:21-35 
When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds with a parable that suggests human forgiveness should mirror the 
unlimited mercy of God. 
 
 
Sunday, September 20th/Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 Matthew narrates one of Jesus’ controversial parables in which Jesus says that the reign of God is like that of a landowner 
who pays his workers the same wage no matter what time of day they began to work.  When God changes God’s mind about punish-
ing Nineveh for their evil ways, Jonah is angry.  Yet God is gracious and merciful, abounding in steadfast love.  In baptism we re-
ceive the grace of God that is freely given to all.  As Martin Luther wrote, in the presence of God’s mercy we are all beggars. 
 
Jonah 3:10-4:11 
After Jonah’s short sermon in 3:4, the Ninevites all repented and God decided to spare the city.  Jonah objected to this and became 
even more angry when God ordered a worm to destroy a plant that was providing shade.  The book ends with a question that chal-
lenges any who are not ready to forgive: You, Jonah, are all worked up about a bush, but shouldn’t I be concerned about a hundred 
and twenty thousand Ninevites? 
 
Psalm 145:1-8 The LORD is slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
 
Philippians 1:21-30 
Paul writes to the Philippians from prison.  Though he is uncertain about the outcome of his imprisonment, he is committed to the 
ministry of the gospel and calls on the Philippians to live lives that reflect and enhance the gospel mission. 
 
Matthew 20:1-16 
Jesus tells a parable about God’s generosity, challenging the common assumption that God rewards people according to what they 
have earned or deserve. 
 
 
Sunday, September 27th/Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 Jesus’ parable about two sons who don’t do what they say reveals surprises in the reign of God.  In the reading from Ezekiel 
the people claim the ways of the Lord are unfair, while God offers repentance and new life.  Paul urges us to look to Christ as a  
model of humility, putting the interests of others above our own. 
 
Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 
Ezekiel challenges those who think they cannot change because of what their parents were and did, or who think they cannot reverse 
their own previous behavior.  God insistently invites people to turn and live. 
 
Psalm 25:1-9 Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love. 
 
Philippians 2:1-13 
As part of a call for harmony rather than self-seeking, Paul uses a very early Christian hymn that extols the selflessness of Christ in 
his obedient death on the cross.  Christ’s selfless perspective is to be the essential perspective we share as the foundation for      
Christian life. 
 
Matthew 21:23-32 
After driving the moneychangers out of the temple, Jesus begins teaching there.  His authority is questioned by the religious leaders, 
who are supposed to be in charge of the temple. 
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Join Trinity families as we kick off our Sunday School year focusing on faith  
formation at home! Our plan is as follows to start off our year:  

September: Start Faith Formation at home with the Faith 5. We will mail out a 
Faith 5 bookmark and weekly verses along with a fun backpack/bag tag for each 
youth registered. We will also email a video with more details about how to do 
the Faith 5 at home with your family.  

October/November: We will continue faith formation at home and will have a 
monthly Family Faith Kit to pick up with lessons, coloring sheets, and crafts to do each week with your family. 
We will share videos and other resources with families via email. A contactless pick up date/time at the end 
of September and October will be emailed to families.  

Registration deadline is September 4th, 2020. You can return the registration form via mail, make an appt to 
drop it off at the church, or by emailing Sarah at skrosschell@trinitynorthbranch.org. We will keep updating 
families as things change this fall. Feel free to reach out with any questions. Families can join Sunday School 
at anytime throughout the year, the deadline helps us prepare our mailing and take home kits.  
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Children & Youth Ministry News 

Confirmation will look a little different this year. The tentative plan is that we 
will go back to a two year Confirmation program, so this year’s 6th graders 

would not be a part of Confirmation this year, and would begin as 7th graders.  

We will likely have 7th and 8th graders each meet once a month in person, 
and include other online activities. 

We are planning an in-person Confirmation service for our current                          
9th graders for immediate family only. 

Stay tuned for more information! 

We are going to plan for our first EDGE meeting outside on Wednesday, 

September 30, while following social distancing guidelines. We are only 

planning a little at a time so we can continue to monitor where things are 

in our schools and county. All registration and permission forms must be 

completed and returned before youth can participate. Forms will be 

available next week. Please return forms by September 23.   

September 30: EDGE meets outside at Trinity lawn (where outdoor worship 

is held) weather permitting, with masks and social distancing guidelines. Time TBD    

We invite incoming 9th grade families and any other 9-12th grade families that are interested in  

joining EDGE to register or reach out to Marie at mray@trinitynorthbranch.org   

Blessing of the Backpacks/Devices - On Sunday, September 13, we will be doing a 
"Blessing of the Backpacks/Devices" during the online service and outdoor worship service 

that day. Please join us in blessing students of all ages, school staff, and teachers.                  
If you attend the outdoor worship, you may stand up in your "circle" (and hold up your                          

backpack/device if you bring it) during the blessing by Pastor Jon.  
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The church office is closed for the 'Stay at Home' order. Staff are working remotely, and can be reached by 
email or voicemail. See the back page of the Tidings for staff contact information. 
 

See our website www.trinitynorthbranch.org to give electronically on a one-time or recurring basis.             
Select the date and frequency (one time, weekly or monthly) and designate the amount and fund (Unified, 
Building, Viking Vittles, Memorial or Other.)  Changes can easily be made at any time. 
 

Offering can also be mailed to Trinity Lutheran Church, PO Box 447, North Branch, MN 55056. 



To the Cemetery Fund in memory of Irma Ekstrom from Butch & Sharalyn Olson 

To the Cemetery Fund in memory of Alvin Wenzel from Butch & Sharalyn Olson 

Undesignated in memory of Vern Weiss from Orv & Bev Otterness 

To the Air Conditioning  Fund in memory of Loren & Marlene Peterson from                

Roy & Kelly Ramberg 

To the Music Fund in memory of Marlene Peterson from Mike & Barb Nelson,            

Vonnie Johnson, Orv & Bev Otterness, Tom & Candi Hals, Owen & Mary Johnson, 

Janelle Mork, Russell Ramberg, First State Bank of Wyoming   

Undesignated in memory of Alvin Wenzel from Lorraine Wenzel, Jean Fairbanks,   

Orv & Bev Otterness, Vonnie Johnson, Mike & Barb Nelson,                                              

Dana & Kim Johnson, Evonne Peterson  

To Youth Ministry in memory of D.J Fairbanks Spicer from Owen & Jane Warneke, Kent & Sandra Beecher,  

Mike & Barb Nelson, Anita & Brian Mohr, Jim & Pat Fairbanks  

To Online Ministry in memory of Delores West (Terry Nelson’s mom) from Ron & Kathy Aho  

Viking Vittles 
Through the month of August Viking Vittles has distributed nearly 1000 bags of food to children in need.  

This year we partnered with St. John’s Lutheran in Stacy and NorthBrook Church.  St. John’s staffed the 

distribution at Stacy Lions Park as well as delivering 64 bags of food to Sunrise Mobile Home Park each 

week.  NorthBrook staffed distribution at Countryside Mobile Home Park in North Branch but did not 

have many users there so moved to Central Park where they increased considerably the number of   

people served each week.  We continue to staff the distribution at Trinity.   

In addition to the Viking Vittles at Trinity we had a cart with food from our food shelf available for    

people to help themselves.  Since the church is closed and people did not have access to our food shelf, 

we felt this would be a good way to get it to those that needed it.  People seem to really appreciate the ability to pick up some 

extra food from the shelf.  We will continue to distribute through Sept. 9th then we will transition to serving the students 

through the schools. 

Viking Vittles also had a garden plot in the community garden.  Glen McCarty has planted and maintained the garden all    

summer with the help of this daughter.  In order to optimize our return, he planted potatoes, carrots, onions, corn and green 

beans.  To date the harvest has provided approximately 100# of fresh produce which has been donated to Family Pathways 

food shelf to credit Viking Vittles. 

As we transition to delivering to the schools, we will be looking for people to help deliver the totes to the schools.  If you are 

available to assist with this please email Donna Setter at set123@aol.com. 

 

To donate funds towards the Viking Vittles program, please issue a check payable to Trinity Lutheran Church and note         

Viking Vittles in the memo section. Checks can be sent to Trinity at PO Box 447, North Branch, MN 55056.    

Trinity’s Outreach Team would like to share with you some of the ways Trinity is caring for our creation. 

We have converted a number of our fluorescent lights to LED’s and have recycled the replaced bulbs. 

We have a bin in the Narthex where you can recycle your used ink cartridges and cell phones. These are 

shipped to a recycling center at no cost to the church, and we receive a check for the value of the    

recycled items.  We have an eyeglass collection bin as well. 

We recycle paper, cardboard, plastic, glass and aluminum cans on a regular basis, and have held      

community recycling events.  Any chemicals we no longer need are brought to the Household Waste 

recycling center.  
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From your Council Chair 
 

       This has surely been a summer like no other.  A summer of delays, postponements,                  

rescheduling and longing to do all the things, go all the traditional places we go and do in        

recreate in our beloved summer season.   I would have attended  the Women of the ELCA triennial 

convention in Phoenix, whose theme is "Just Love".  It has been postponed to next summer.  It's theme is surely more relevant 

than ever.  Following Jesus can be messy.  Loving our neighbor is the right thing to do - not always easy, but God never said    

it would be - only that He will always be with us to help us in the messiness of reaching out and loving our neighbors near   

and far.   

      As we head into the fall, thank you for the ways you have been loving our church, our staff, council and the ministries we 

are part of.   For your continued and faithful giving, loving, helping and praying for our church, community, nation and all of 

God's creation.   KEEP IT UP!   You are doing a great job!   

Ann Tanko, Council Chair                                                                  

Jeremy Child, of BSA Troop 135 in Center City, was awarded Boy Scouting’s 

highest honor on July 29
th

 2020. Jeremy’s dedication to Scouting and his 

communities started when he joined North Branch’s Cub Scout Pack 141 as 

a Tiger.  He achieved his Religious Emblem and Webelos Arrow of Light with 

Pack 141 and then transferred to Troop 135. 

His Eagle project was the restoration/preservation of the Franconia         

Cemetery. He led and worked with local companies to obtain discounts and 

donations for the cemetery to have new gravel spread on the driveway and 

parking areas as well as having parking space curbs placed.  He also led 

work on refurbishing the lawn by filling divots that made walking and     

handicapped access difficult and reseeding 

the lawn.  His project also restored some of 

the headstones which had sunk into the 

ground over the years making them almost 

unreadable by raising the headstones and 

adding fill under them.   

Trinity Lutheran Church,   

Thank you very much for choosing me to receive a scholarship. I appreciate it very 

much and it will help me greatly. Trinity has been a very big part of my life, and I can’t 

wait to see what God has planned for my future. 

Thank you, Laura Hink 

Fare for All will be held from 2-4 pm Wednesday, September 16 in our east parking lot. Enter 

the driveway closest to the church, and you will be given a menu of options. You will be 

guided through the lot, where you will place your order from your car. You will be asked 

where in your vehicle you would like your items placed, and volunteers will place items in 

your car for you.  Credit, debit and EBT payments only, please. Fare for All is open to                

everyone who eats, so spread the word!  The monthly special items and more details will be 

posted on our facebook page when the information is received.    
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“Christ in Our Home” daily devotionals for October, November & December have arrived.                                                    

We have both large and regular print books available. We also have some second quarter books available         

that include September. If you’d like a copy, email jmorgan@trinitynorthbranch.org                                                             

or leave a message for Julie at 651-674-7047 to coordinate pickup.   



38460 Lincoln Trail 

PO Box 447 

North Branch, MN 55056 

Roger Anderson, David Nelson, Rick Olson 

 Custodial & Cemetery Staff       

Todd Fisk, Church Treasurer 

Office Help: Judy Weiss                674-2710 

          Sharon Fairbanks     674-7311 

Missionaries:  Dr. Stephen Swanson family –   
Tanzania 

Our Sister Congregation in Tanzania—Pawaga          

Church Office: 651-674-7047   Church Fax: 651-674-7048 

Church Office Hours:  no scheduled hours at this time 

Sunday Worship:  available  at 6 am Sunday mornings on our 
 facebook page and YouTube. See our website for links.  

Church email: office@trinitynorthbranch.org 

Church website: www.trinitynorthbranch.org 

Pastor Jon Yurk     Cell: 612-231-2111  
 pastor@trinitynorthbranch.org     ext. 12 
Sue Danielzuk, Church Administrator 
  sdanielzuk@trinitynorthbranch.org  ext. 37 
Marie Ray, Director of Youth & Family Ministries 
   mray@trinitynorthbranch.org        ext. 13 
Sarah Krosschell, Sunday School Coordinator 
    skrosschell@trinitynorthbranch.org 
Deb Aulich, Director of Worship and Arts 
                           daulich@trinitynorthbranch.org          ext. 14   
Julie Morgan, Church Office Manager 
                            jmorgan@trinitynorthbranch.org       ext. 10 
Cheryl Immel: Financial Recorder 

   cimmel1@trinitynorthbranch.org   

Tyler Olson: Sr. Choir Director  

  tolson@trinitynorthbranch.org   ext. 15 

Outreach Committee: Outreach@trinitynorthbranch.org 

Partners in Ministry: The People of Trinity 

Non-Profit Org. 
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Church Council Members:     

Ann Tanko, Council Chair       

Linda Born, Council Vice-Chair   

 Dennis Aulich, Lucas Edson,                                            
Kristen Johnson, Rosanne Johnson,                                          

Erin Judson, Gary Porath, Vicky Trampe,  

If you have an email address, but are not  

receiving our emails, please forward your 

email address to Julie at                                     

jmorgan@trinitynorthbranch.org. We are 

sending information and updates weekly via 

email, and want to reach as many people as 

possible. Thank you! 


