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September 2019 

 

Pastor’s Page 
Friends in Christ, 
 
I can’t believe that summer is almost over!  I have heard people say that time 
seems to go by faster the older you get and I am definitely a believer in this       
perspective.  Hopefully all of you had a chance to rest and recharge the past few 
months. 
 
As most of you know, September signals the start of the school year and an     
increase of activity here at church.  We will also be returning to two services    
beginning September 15th.  However, I have to say that I am extremely excited 
about our last Sunday of one service together on September 8th.  This Sunday is 
an ELCA wide event called God’s Work, Our Hands.  It is a Sunday where        
congregations across the nation participate in lifting up our role as Christ’s      
presence in the world.  This year we will be having multiple service opportunities 
available if you would like to participate.  We will also be having our Sunday 
School Rally Day that day as well.  The plan is to worship together at 9:00 AM 
and then break off into service groups after worship.  We would then come back 
together around 11 for a sloppy joe potluck lunch.  There are signup sheets in 
the narthex for the different projects.  If you could also bring a side dish or      
dessert to share that would be great!  I look forward to spending that morning in 
service with you all. 
 
I want to conclude by saying once again what a blessing it is to serve our      
community of faith as pastor.  I am always amazed and immensely grateful for 
the love and support you all share with my family and each other.  I believe we 
have been blessed as a congregation with a variety of gifts and the willingness to 
share those gifts for the sake of the world.  Thank you all for living out the call to 
love our neighbors in the name of Christ. 
 
God Bless, 
 
Pastor Jon  
 
 

Do you have one hour a week for a month to become part 

of a group of dedicated members of Trinity? You would 

work with another experienced member who would show 

you the ropes, or we would welcome a husband/wife duo. 

It’s not true that only women need apply! Please consider 

this ministry  of Trinity and talk to any Altar Guild member 

or to Julie for more information.   

Bibles will be given to 3rd Graders at our 10 am             

worship service on Sunday, September 29. 4th & 5th 

Graders or Confirmation students who have not            

received a Bible may also receive Bibles on                        

Bible Sunday. Forms will be sent home with Sunday 

School students, or can be found in the Church Office. Please contact Marie at 

mray@trinitynorthbranch.org with any questions.     



 

 

 

 
The kickoff to another school year and a new year of E.D.G.E Youth Group is here! I am excited 

to be starting my role as Youth and Family Ministry Director at Trinity and look forward to this 

new journey of learning and growing in our faith and seeing how God works within our group. Registrations 

and calendars for E.D.G.E are available in the narthex. We would love to have more youth in grades 9-12 

join us in having fun, growing in our faith, and serving others. The first official EDGE meeting and kickoff 
will be Wednesday, September 11, from 6:30-8 p.m. Feel free to reach out with questions at 

mray@trinitynorthbranch.org or 651-674-7047 ext. 13.  
                

Upcoming Dates to know: 

September 8: Rally Sunday – God’s Work, Our Hands  September 18: EDGE 6:30-8 p.m. (Lunch packing) 
(After worship service projects and potluck at 11:00 a.m.) September 20: Homecoming Parking Lot Fundraiser 
September 11: EDGE Kickoff 6:30-8 p.m.   September 25: EDGE Bonfire 6:30-8 p.m. 

Youth  Ministry News   
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The heat and humidity may not make it seem like fall is near, but it is time to start ramping up 
for two services again. That means Senior Choir will be back in the Choir Pit this September!  

We are looking for additional singers to lend their voice during worship on Sunday mornings 
at the 8 am service! Commitment is not strenuous, as we only sing about twice per month and 
major holidays. Our rehearsals are held on Tuesday nights from 6 pm until 7 pm, beginning 
September 3.  

There is no expectation of the level of musicianship nor the òbeautyó of your voice! If you like singing  with the radio or in 
the shower, you are perfect for this group! We have people of all musical levels and variety in this group! We feel like family 
and are always looking to add to our happy group!  

Church music brings so much to our services here at Trinity! It is a wonderful way to be a steward for our congregation! 
Come give us a try and bring a friend! We have a place for you! 

Contact Senior Choir Director Tyler Olson by email at tolson@trinitynorthbranch.org or Director of Worship & Arts                    
Deb Aulich at daulich@trinitynorthrbranch.org if you are interested or with any questions! 

Registration forms and the Confirmation calendar are available in the Narthex and on 
our website www.trinitynorthbranch.org.  Confirmation will be held from             

6:30-8:00 pm for students in 6th-8th grades, beginning Wednesday, September 18.                
Our 6th grade  and new student parent meeting will be held at                        

6:30 pm on Wednesday, September 11.  

Childrenõs Ministry News 
Back to Sunday School is just around the corner! Sunday School kick off will be Sunday, September 8, at 

10 a.m. This Sunday is also Rally Day Sunday/"God's Work, Our Hands" Sunday so there is a lot going on 

at Trinity. Church will still be one service at 9 a.m. followed by Sunday School at 10 a.m. Students will meet 
their teachers and get a chance to help with a service project at our church (blessing bags, lunch packing, 

etc) Parents can also help with service projects at the church or there will be an off-site service project    

available as well. (More details on projects will be coming out soon.) There will be a potluck lunch to follow 

for everyone around 11 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

Our Sunday School theme for 2019-2020 is “Living Out God’s Kingdom.” The lessons dive into many familiar 

Bible stories…and some lesser known Bible stories. We will resume our normal Sunday School schedule 
from 9:00-9:45 a.m., on Sunday, September 15. 
 

Sunday school registrations and forms are now available on the table in the narthex. We are in need of a 

couple more Sunday School teachers as well. Feel free to reach out to Sarah Krosschell, Sunday School    

Coordinator, skrosschell@trinitynorthbranch.org or 651-674-7047 with any questions.               
Upcoming Dates to know: 

September 8 - Rally Sunday/God's Work, Our Hands Sunday. Meet your teachers!!! 
September 15 - Lesson: God Promises A Son   Genesis 18:1-15, 21:1-7 
September 22 - Lesson: Jacob Wrestles with God   Genesis 32:22-30 
September 29 - Lesson: Moses and the Burning Bush   Exodus 1:8-14; 3:1-10  
September 29 - Third Grade Bible Presentation at 10 a.m. service 

mailto:mray@trinitynorthbranch.org
mailto:skrosschell@trinitynorthbranch.org
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Men's Fall Fishing Retreat: Friday, September 20-Sunday September 
22 at a cabin near Brainerd. Fishing, canoeing, kayaking, horseshoes, 
cards, food & fellowship! There is no cost for this retreat. Come for a 
night or the weekend. Contact Chris Darst at 651-278-3831 with 
questions. Sign up on the bulletin board near the church office. 

           

  From your Council Chair 
 

Itôs September! We hope your summer has gone well and that all your    

summer vacations have been focused on making good memories. Life flies by. Our last single     

service for 2019 will be September 8 which is Godôs Work, Our Hands Sunday with plenty of work 

options followed by a meal at church! Sunday School registrations have been happening and we will 

be going back to two services on September 15, with Fellowship hour between services.    
 

In last monthôs Tidings, I wrote that ñTrinity is thankful for the significant number of members who 

allocate a portion of their giving to help cover the mortgage payment of our education building.     

Because of the Phoenix lease, Trinity has been able to make an extra mortgage payment each 

month, send additional funds to the St Paul Area Synod, complete some major maintenance items  

on both the church and educational buildings, and actually fund an outreach team that is making a 

difference within the community. All of those things are exciting! Without Phoenix or another          

significant renter of our educational building space, the Council would have had to come to you for 

the critical items and hold off on the non-critical, but meaningful ones.ò  
 

When the Phoenix lease became a reality, the Finance Team met and thoughtfully determined how 

this unexpected funding should be used. While the second paragraph feels good, it doesnôt really 

give any financial figures, so let me bring you up to date using real dollars. As of July 31, 2019,   

Trinity has received $163,276.63 from year one of the Phoenix lease. (By the way, Phoenix did 

make all lease and operating payments for their first year) With these funds, we have been able to 

buy down our mortgage by an extra $59,184.47, give the St Paul Area Synod an additional 

$12,549.91, cover $24,112.25 in HVAC and other repairs and set aside over $10,000 for the IRS 

and Department of Revenue. Certainly the most exciting category is outreach and weôve been able 

to reserve total outreach funds of $9,454.92 with $3,785 used to date for programs such as       

North Branch Food Shelf, Blessing Bags, Summer Lunch Program, Viking Vittles and MN Adult & 

Teen Challenge. 
 

Most of us are confident that this Charter School would exist somewhere if it wasnôt using  Trinityôs 

facilities. While financial benefits to Trinity are real, it is also exciting to be able to use our              

educational building as it was designed and intended to be used and we are hopeful area children 

are benefiting educationally from the smaller school experience.   
 

By the way, our July Sunday attendance numbers were up from 171 last year to 189 this year. 

Thatôs a nice jump and we can hope itôs a trend.  
 

See you in church.  

Mike Nelson 
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ALTAR GUILD 

3ÅÒÖÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÎÔÈ ÏÆ 3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ 
-ÁÒÙ 4×ÉÔÃÈÅÌÌ 
#ÁÒÏÌ 'ÕÓÔÁÆÓÏÎ 

Trinity’s Fellowship Team 

night at the movies!       

All are welcome!         

Simply meet at the     

North Branch Theater on 

September 20 at 6:45 pm, 

and we will  decide on a  

movie. Discussion and 

dessert at Dairy Queen 

after the movie!  

Scripture Readings  
September 1: Proverbs 25:6-7, Psalm 112, Hebrews 
13:1-8, 15-16, Luke 14:1, 7-14 

September 8: Deuteronomy 30:15-20, Psalm 1,       
Philemon 1-21, Kuke 14:25-33 

September 15: Exodus 32:7-14, Psalm 51:1-10,           
1 Timothy 1:12-17, Luke 15:1-10 

September 22: Amos 8:4-7, Psalm 113,                       
1 Timothy 2:1-7, Luke 16:1-13 

September 29: Daniel 10:1-14; 12:1-3, Psalm 103:1-5, 
20-22, Revelation 12:7-12, Luke 10:17-20 

 

Give electronically using the QR code ñScan 
to Pay or Giveò option. Members can       
download a QR code reader that allows for 
immediate one time or recurring giving.  
Iphone users use the Vanco Give + App  

Please email articles for the                            
October Trinity Tidings to                     

 office @trinitynorthbranch.org  
by  September 16. Thank you! 

To sponsor altar flowers, please sign up on the 
calendar near the church office. Please bring an  
arrangement of fresh flowers prior to worship 

on that Sunday. See Julie or Deb with questions. 

Fare For All  Express September 11 2 -4 pm  

Fare For All Express is a great way to save on groceries. This is 
open to everyone; the more that participate, the stronger the 
buying power of the program. Each month offers a $10  Produce 
Pack, $11 Mini Meat Pack, $20 Combo Pack (produce and  
mini-meat). The Hot Buy for September is to be determined. 

See www.fareforall.org or call the church office at                         
651-674-7047 with questions.   

Privacy laws prevent care 

facilities from contacting us 

regarding your stay. If you 

or someone close to you 

would like a visit or a call, 

please contact the office.  

Like Trinity Lutheran Church             

on facebook! 

Trinity has reserved group 
tickets for the Chris Tomlin 
concert at Target Center at 
7pm Saturday, October 12. 
$33 lower level seats.  
Transportation is on your 
own. Sign up in the       

Narthex by September 22!  

We have a collection bin in the Narthex 

for bottle caps of all types!   

If families would start saving plastic   

bottle caps, any color, any size (from 

milk/water jugs, soda bottles, olive oil 

caps, etc.), I would like to make a         

recycled items mural at the school, with 

the help of students during the school 

year!  Thanks in advance! 

Ms. Holly, Phoenix Academy Art Teacher  

We are looking for a      

couple of families or a 

group to bring and serve 

treats during Coffee Hour 

on Sunday, Sunday,                   

September 29. Please call 

Julie at 651 -674-7047 if 

youõd like to help out! 
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Trinity “Shout Out!” 
 

There are so many people who give generously of their time and talent to the ministry of 

Trinity Lutheran Church.   Each month in the Tidings we will have a Trinity “Shout Out!” naming and 

thanking various groups and individuals who give of themselves in a variety of ways.  Some do 

their work totally “behind the scenes,” while others you see all the time sharing their gifts but may 

not know them by name.   
 

The September Shout Out! goes to those who helped with the Annual Rummage Sale: Carol Gustafson, Connie Deminsky,      

Candi Hals, Martha Arnold, Jenny Surrat, Jody & Grace Larson, Sonja Malone, Jessica & Alisha Webster, Hannah Bernier, Chazz 

Johnson, Tyler Minke, Mikey Hals. Thank you to Wendy Malone for heading this up again this year! We also thank everyone 

who donated items and shopped at our sale. $2100 was raised, which will help support Outreach and rest room remodeling.    

The Women’s Book Club is now called 

REAL Readers. What does it mean to be 

REAL:  Redeemed Excited Accepted 

Loved!  REAL Readers would like to   

invite you to join us this year as we 

begin a great new journey of reading 

and exploring our spirituality. We meet 

in the Fireside Room the 1st and 3rd 

Wednesdays of each month. The first 

gathering will be Wednesday,            

September 4th at 6:30. The book this 

Fall is called “The Me I Want to Be”  by 

John Ortberg. Please contact Barb Mork 

with questions.  651-353-4924. 

Parking Lot Fundraiser 

Park at Trinity for the North Branch 

Homecoming Game on                                 

Friday, September 20.                   

Your donations support youth                 

mission trips and events.  



Gifts Given to the Glory of God 
Undesignated in memory of Ellie Mittelstaedt from Mary Sederberg, Jean Fairbanks, Sue & Dennis Gustafson, Mike & 

Barb Nelson, Karen Nelson, Bonnie Nelson, Donald & Rachel Wilcox, Neil & Carla Norelius, Carol Gustafson, Tom & 

Candi Hals, Janelle Mork, Esther Tatley, Yvonne Johnson, Loren & Jane Magnison, Dave & Martha Arnold,       

Marlene Magnison, Gloria Karsky, Doris Johnson  

To the Cemetery in memory of Ellie Mittelstaedt from Orv & Bev Otterness  

To Worship & Arts in honor of Jackson Joseph Fairbanksõ baptism from Sharon Fairbanks 

To Restroom Upgrade in memory of Cheryl Foley from Vern & Judy Weiss, Yvonne Johnson, Janelle Mork,              

Bonnie Nelson, H Ryberg, Mike & Barb Nelson, Bev & Orv Otterness  

Did you know Trinity has a Prayer Shawl ministry?   

The person making the shawl begins each shawl with prayers and blessings for the           

recipients, and intentions are continued through completion of the shawl.  If you know of 

someone who would like a prayer shawl, or if you would like to knit or crochet prayer 

shawls, please email jmorgan@trinitynorthbranch.org, or call the office at 651-674-7047.  

¢ƻ ǎǳōƳƛǘ ŀ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŎƘŀƛƴ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ     
ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ƻǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƳŀƛƭ 
ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘ ƭƛǎǘΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Ŏŀƭƭ  ǘƘŜ ƻŶŎŜ ƻǊ 
ŜƳŀƛƭ ƻŶŎŜϪǘǊƛƴƛǘȅƴƻǊǘƘōǊŀƴŎƘΦƻǊƎΦ  
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Are you interested in becoming a member of Trinity? We will have a         

New Member Brunch on Sunday, September 15, and we will be welcoming 

new members at both services on Sunday, September 22. Please see                        

Pastor Jon or contact Julie if you would like to join at this time.  

Trinity has a collection bin in the Narthex for Box Tops for Education. Box Tops are worth 

10¢ each, and add up quickly. Find them on General Mills, Paper Mate, Nature Valley,    

Ziploc and other products. Box Tops will be given to local schools. Please check the       

expiration dates before adding to our bin!  

POETRY OF THE OLD TESTAMENT 

The Women of the ELCA Gather Magazine Bible study will be written by several different authors.   

In the fall, there will be 3 sessions on Poetry of the Old Testament by Rev. Dr. Anna Madsen. December will 
feature an Advent/Christmas devotional.  Winter 2020 will bring four lessons on Vocation and Calling written by 
Kathyrn A. Leinhans. There will be a good variety of studies this year.     

There will be an overview of the study  from 9:00 am-12:30 pm on Saturday, September 14at St. Mark's      
Lutheran that includes lunch.  Presenter will be Pastor Mary Stumme Foiland.  Bring a friend and enjoy a     
morning at the feet of Jesus. $16  ($8 without lunch) Registration forms are available in the church office.   

The First evangelical Lutheran Church Women of Rush City invite you to join them on Thursday,       
September 26 for the North Cluster Gathering.  Registration begins at 8:30 am and will adjourn by     
11:30 am. Doug Kraft, a volunteer from NAMI (National Alliance on mental Illness) will be the speaker 
for the morning.  The Firsts Evangelical Lutheran Church of Rush City, Spring Lake Lutheran Church 
and Immanuel Lutheran Church will be hosting. Call 320 -358-4076 to register.   

Trinity members donated 62 pounds 
of school supplies to the North Branch 
Food Shelf! Thank you for supporting 

this ministry! 
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We will have ONE worship service at 9:00 am, followed by  

Fellowship Time through Sunday, September 8.                              

(God’s Work Our Hands Sunday) 

 

We will return to 8:00 am & 10:00 am worship                                   

beginning September 15.   

What Is A Thrivent Action Grant? 
An Action Grant can be a fundraiser like our fish fry, food drive, Easter breakfast etc.  It can also be a service project 
like the blessing bags, Path Program etc. 

Every Thrivent member is eligible to apply for a minimum of one action grant per year.  They are very simple to    
apply for as everything is done online and takes about 5 min.  (We have people willing to assist you if you like). If 
you are a Thrivent member and would be interested in learning more about how to get $250 from Thrivent to       
support your favorite project please email outreach@trinitynorthbranch.org. Just put the word Thrivent in the       
subject line and include your name and phone number.  If you have questions please feel free to contact                
Donna Setter at 612-363-5072. 

Our Trinity Lunch Club has distributed over 800 bags containing lunch items for local                 
children so far this summer! We will continue to bless families with lunches once fall arrives, 
in a little different way, as described below. Thank you to everyone who has helped with this 
greatly appreciated project!    

It Takes A Village to Raise A Child 

ñViking Vittlesò Community Food Backpack Program 

Approximately 30% of students in North Branch Area Schools and Phoenix Academy are on free or 
reduced lunch.  Many more are low income but do not meet the guidelines to qualify for free or                  
reduced lunches. 

Unlike all of the surrounding districts North Branch has not had a food backpack program. Trinity  
Lutheran Church wants to change that and is leading a weekend food backpack program for any 
student in need.  Working with Family Pathways we will be filling bags every week to send home 
with students for the weekend.  Each bag will contain 2 breakfast items, 2 lunch items and 2 snacks.  
This will help to fill the food gap when they are not in school. 

We are starting with students in Early Childhood, Sunrise River Elementary and Phoenix Academy 
with hopes of expanding to the middle and high schools after the first of the year. 

This program is too big for any one organization and so we are asking the community to join us in 
this project.  All donations are greatly appreciated.  Donations should be sent to Family Pathways 
6413 Oak St. North Branch, MN 55056.  Be sure to include a note indicating that the money is 
for the Viking Vittles Program.  If you already donate please direct it to Viking Vittles.  In addition, 
Family Pathways has agreed to contribute $1 for every pound of food that is donated. So, bring your 
excess garden produce to the food shelf or hold a food drive and tell them it is for Viking Vittles. You 
may also make a check payable to Trinity Lutheran Church and note Viking Vittles in the memo line. 

If you would like to have someone come and speak to your organization about this program please 
email outreach@trinitynorthbranch.org. 

mailto:outreach@trinitynorthbranch.org
mailto:outreach@trinitynorthbranch.org


38460 Lincoln Trail 

PO Box 447 

North Branch, MN 55056 

Roger Anderson, David Nelson, Kevin Malone 

 Custodial & Cemetery Staff       

Todd Fisk, Church Treasurer 

Office Help: Judy Weiss                674-2710 

          Sharon Fairbanks     674-7311 

Missionaries:  Dr. Stephen Swanson family –   
Tanzania 

Our Sister Congregation in Tanzania—Pawaga          

Church Office: 651-674-7047   Church Fax: 651-674-7048 

Church Office Hours:  Monday—Thursday 8 am—3 pm 

Sunday Worship:  8:00 a.m & 10:00 am through May 19 

        9:00 a.m. May 26 through September 8 

Church email: office@trinitynorthbranch.org 

Church website: www.trinitynorthbranch.org 

Pastor Jon Yurk     Cell: 612-231-2111  
 pastor@trinitynorthbranch.org     ext. 12 
Sue Danielzuk, Church Administrator 
  sdanielzuk@trinitynorthbranch.org  ext. 37 
Marie Ray, Director of Youth & Family Ministries 
   mray@trinitynorthbranch.org        ext. 13 
Sarah Krosschell, Sunday School Coordinator 
    skrosschell@trinitynorthbranch.org 
Deb Aulich, Director of Worship and Arts 
                           daulich@trinitynorthbranch.org          ext. 14   
Julie Morgan, Church Office Manager 
                            jmorgan@trinitynorthbranch.org       ext. 10 
Cheryl Immel: Financial Recorder 

   cimmel@trinitynorthbranch.org   

Tyler Olson: Sr. Choir Director  

  tolson@trinitynorthbranch.org   ext. 15 

Outreach Committee: Outreach@trinitynorthbranch.org 

Partners in Ministry: The People of Trinity 

Non-Profit Org. 
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 Mailing Label  

Are you receiving the Tidings by 

e-mail and by regular mail?  

To reduce our expenses and receive  

 only the email version, contact Julie at  

 jmorgan@trinitynorthbranch.org  

Church Council Members:     

Mike Nelson, Council Chair       

Ann Tanko, Council Vice-Chair   

 Dennis Aulich, Linda Born, Shari Denny,          
Kristen Johnson, Steve Mork,                                          

Gary Porath, Vicky Trampe,  


